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INTBODUCTOBY OHAPTBE. 



It Inay he ssdd^ perhaps^ wiik reference to tke mother 

country^ tibat we no Itrnget want emigration — ^tfaat 

our population is by no means so superfluous as was 

|at one time imagined — ^ihat in many districts from 

yhich emigration has taken place^ tlie want of labour 

is beginning to be felt^ and more emigration^ would 

only render the necessty still greater. This is per^ 

eetly true; the tables have tamed, and the labouzBr 

, beginning to be worth his hire. But do the em» 

loyers of labour imag^e that labour will stop at 

>me, because it is their interest that it should do so? 

*bour has its own interests; precisely those which 

uate the employeir in the disposal of his manu- 

f tures; viz., to sell itself in flie dearest market^ to 

I jie the phrase of tiie Manchester school. Does an 

-employer imagine that any man will continue to sell 

him his labour for seven shillings a week, when by 

^ iusferring it to Australia he can seU it at twice 

f^^' I shillings a day. If he do hd is mistaken. 

^\ ,/ever ill it may suit the employer to part with 

: ; A 3 



6 INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

labour of wUch he has now none too much, tB^ 
labourer will not consult his employer's interests in 
the matter, but his own only. 

It has been a mistake in this country to suppose 
that labour was other than slightly superfluous, and 
especially in agricultural districts, the harvests of 
which would with di£Sculty be housed, were it not for, 
the swarms of Irish labourers who make their periodic 
descent on England. The fact is that the agricultural 
labourer has been told by his employer that there 
were too many of his class, and his mind being by no 
means of the highest order, has believed it, in defiance 
of his senses, which should have .showed him; that at 
no time was there sufficient of his class to gather in 
the harvest. He has simply bdieved his master's 
interest in preference to his own eyesight. What real 
superfluity of hands there may have been is in our C 
huge wen of a metropolis, and in large manufac- 
turing towns, where the abundance of labour has . 
brought wages down to starvation point. In' towns 
the superfluity of labour was at one tim6 real, aiKt^.' 
still partially eontinues so. ' In the country it has been 
for the most part imaginary., ' 

I will give two instances which will explain my ^ 
meaning with reference both to town and country. In 
my avocation as Editor of the " Australian Gazette" 
I am in the habit of receiving a vast number of letters 
from every labouring grade in society; so much S€^ 
that there are few labour callings into the secrets ^ 
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wiuch I am not in some^ measure initiated. I will 
take one. instance which occurred to me not a week 
ago. A mui wrote to me^ stating that he was de- 
woas to fjBt oat to Au&traliai but that he was bound 
Ijiand and fpot to his position, out of which he could 
not save a penny. And no wonder — ^the poor fellow's 
|MMsition was this. He was storekeeper to a large 
manufacturing jeweller, in which employment he had 
thousands daily under his charge, which thousands, 
from the tone of his letter, he watched with the fidelity 
of a bull-dog. His salary had for a long time been 
no more than £20 a year, or not quite eight shillings 
a week. He had only asked for a rise of wages once 
when his employer threatened to discharge him if b» 
did so again; alleging that better men could be got 
tor less money, though he knew the man's good 
qualities wfite worth their weight in better gold than 
covered his jewellery. This stopped the poor fellow's 
.mouthy his veigr simplicity of heart made him believe- 
ilj, but still he could not disbelieve the elysium whick 
• number after number of the ^' Australian Oazette**^ 
pointed out to him, as he read it at the Mechanic's^ 
Institute to which he belonged, in spite of his poverty. 
Yet that elysium the man will, in all probability, 
never. see, because his energy has been carefully kept 
down, and his cleverness and fidelity only developed' 
, for his employer's interest. Talk of slavery — pshaw J 
even " Uncle Tom's Cabin " records instances of 
slaves being pwmitted to accumulate thousandF*- 
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of ddlaiE wknewidi to p«rolmoo tiieir own fisee- 



If «xV for an agRCoItaral inBtun^r. I am ftcqiumitad 
with a cGuntiy fnaoa, one of tiie Br. Piswom acAool^ 
of whoa iharo aie but loo &w left. Hy fijand is 
6T^ more Av^/aitat ieadiiig tfao jroad to heat^tgi, ihut 
poicitiiig to it^ aao^y aa a matter of oours^ is m«di 
bettor up in ibBokgj than ia politieal eoemmij. Tbo 
squire of the pariah is alao one of the Bi]r<dieli aehool, 
whose beneToleaoe would either make OTery labourer 
in the pariah happy, or put him ia the stocks fot 
beings miserable. Well, t^ese two truly exocUent men 
oouU not make out what was the matter in Ae 
pariah : the parson said he ooald not marry half the 
young men — ^Yioar of Wakefield fiisbion; and dsbs 
Squire said that the labourers ware not half pud^ 
though he reduoed his runts to a moE^ unprodQcti?e 
cate^ and erery £Eirmfir ia the parish grew as &t ae his 
own home-brewed ale j ibisy thought they had more 
hands than enqdoyment It was ag^reed to re&r the 
matter to my arbitration^ and the case was duly laid 
b^oreme. 

I at onoe recommended the emigration of the snper^ 
£uons hands, and pointed out to the Squire that it 
would be more profitable for him to bear the expense^ 
than to let matteiB on his estate remain as they were. 
Hy advice seemed so feasible, that it was adopted, and 
the preparatory measures were about to be taken; but 
one Sunday, when a strange 6ice was seen at church. 



the ssid faoe, iu fy^ bibn^puig t» myself^ a mnt of 
mjstenoas deling was evidfinll/ Ixroocling o^er dM^ 
littla coiig!P^;^% wUeh cortaiidj did sot eioAnftte 
fiviithe py8fidu»^8 MnocHU I fUt mjidf as bai^ 
closely iiu|)e9tad as to the XDmber of faonui oft tMfj 
hesdf or tli« ^quaatify of cLamL feet uliudi mi^ be 
enfioooedd in my bools. j&iib^. semc^ a moetmg of* 
the aasembled msdoia of that^pftwli ^was' hdd m &a 
cimrchyard; a i^maiiatbly &b tshitrdsirardiA tidd&g 
his place on a tombstone as rihaiTwaitt I was Aot 
preaeot; but it aras afterwarda told me-that a resola^ 
tion was passed, msing tbe fragea nf the btbom^m 
generally, 9^ .for employiag^ soaaAow or other^ ali 
that were miemployed^ It. was deaily^ to ike inlereat 
of the fitted ^Iraa^ that soae of ikeit feeders should 
emigrate. And the, ftedera bare smoe stock to tfaair 
work. Australia is not; as fiir as I am aware, the 
hettecr for ona of. iimm^ The assembled wisdem in the 
churchy ard jknew brtter the eaase of dneoatent dia& 
did either parson or sqaine. But it is evident that 
they have delayed the remedy too ho^f w bave not 
made it starong en(mgh. Many meetings in the 
churdhyard will be necessary now, before erea the 
^[ricultarallaboiurer can be persuaded that it will be 
best fi>r him to stay at homew 

It is the population of manufactariag towns to 
wham Hds little work would especially appeal. It 
details the struggles of three men, whose previous 
lives had been passed in that most belpless and most 
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mmirtniol^ «f dl mmHtima <y{ life, a clarkafa^ 
Ibfiy ksevr no trada, aorirani tiiay ia fofmsa^&a^ 
aftj M^t wbich jeonld be tunted to tuwfol ioeoial. 
13ieur good seaae led them io emigrate, not for ike 
]^ppQ0e of xEttkiiig a. sadden fortone, bat for the piiS^ 
po0e of apprentfax&g themaalmi to the cokmial tradf 
of 8tock-£icinhig, till thej had acquired the experienoe 
requi^te to commaBoe %on their own account ; vriaAj 
antipipatisg, . abo, that their industry [aiid good eon- 
daot would oomasand credit in additi<m to their own 
small eapital-r-thue, in fact, creating capital out of 
<^m^^^, a process ^faidi^ howev^ difficult at home, 
is.eadily realised- in Jmj coloqy. No-Mnigrant, be he 
eyer so poor, if possessed of intelligence, energy, 
sebrletf, and other .qualities which contribute to 
success generally, needs fear bnt-tiiat these qtuJitii^s 
will, in the lon^ run, Isftd him to a substantial 
positioa in a colony; but onfy when he shall have 
acquired sufficient' eiEpenenee to enable him to bec^ase 
uaeiol to himself and others. , 

View the questkm in what light we may, towii 
labour does not meet with its own reward in England ;- 
in other words, the profits of labour are not feurly 
shared between the employer and the employed. Tdte 
the case tof a Manchester factory, in which the em- 
ployers, or cotton lords, amass enormous wealA, 
whilst their labourers are amongst the most wretched 
and miserably paid of the industrial classes. The 
latter gain their nine or ten shillings a week, and end 
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Umir days in destittttion, or dependence on their off* : 
sprtDg; wmlst the former become princes iaweftltk,. 
mi emd thesr days in tHe iaweet saronr of beqtttatUuftg 
tbeir mUlione- or half mSlions to their deac^ndant«. 
Thei imfaamess of this will appear^ if we look -at the 
price of intellect in our ovm coimtry, in which it m 
iBore highly paid than in any other country in. the 
worhi. We pay oui^ Cabinet ministers, oUr judges, and 
other high officers of state; some five or :mx thousand a 
yemr ^ but the manuj&cturer, who sMU have elaborated 
his half million : out of the - skill and ea&tgy of Us. 
workmen, in the eom^e of a thirty years' oontinuance 
in busin^s^, id paid at three or four times the rate of a 
Cabinet minister-^or, rather, he apfiropriates to him- 
self ' such a portion of profit, wMeh shotlld h&ve be- 
loiiged tothe workman, us enables hhn to become thus 
ridb' at &e^ latter^s expense* Tbts, we maintain, is 
mostun&ir. It is not intellect which is tikus highly 
'paid for, but a mere aplttiKte. for business, as it is 
called; and this aptitude for business ii*often found to 
etist amcmgst the most umntellectual of men. . 

The workman has no remedy for thiS; but to take 
himself and his skill to some country where both will 
be better appreciated. To grumble at his condition at 
heme is useless, and will only make matters worse. 
He may reaison upon it as he will, but to no purpose, 
other than, perhaps, to make him a convert to the doc- 
trines of Communism, the most absurd crotchet which 
can enter his imagination, unfitting him for steady 
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Ubam^ witk no ntexn fer his asaaci^ than %tt of res^ 
daring Ids poiHtmi mow intolerable. 

The first inqnifj of the mhaUtant of a town, upon 
tnrni&g hb attention to emigration is, ^' What can I 
do on my arrmd in ^ ooknj? ** The inqniiy is a 
proper, as well as a natural one; and &e more so, as 
the town daeses, whidi ase most desiroos of emigra- 
tioD, are preeisdj lliose who feel tiiat they know 
miAiagf b^end tin ability to icsep a set of books— 
a i^weies of knowledge wfaidi k not of the sh'ghtest 
use to them after leaving England, inasmneh as if 
th^e were employmemt &r them in the colony, which 
is not the case, no bodca would be entrnirtiBd to them 
without previoos odonial experience on their parts. 
All such must make up thirir minds timt they wili 
land witibont the pessoBflion of dail of any kind whicli 
will be at all appreciated. They need not, however, 
remain in their present positton on tins aoconnt. 

The reasim why, will be plain on a little reflection. 
It is n^t to im^ossiUe to get a skilled English hand 
out of his English metiiods and habits, whkh are 
rarefy suited to colonial practice ; whilst it is con* 
sidered &f «udBr to teach a man who knows nothing, 
and hais^ therefiire, no unsuitable habits to conrect. If 
two newly arrived ^nigrants, the one a smart, active 
townsman, guiltless of any craft beyond that of the 
counting-house desk, and the other an experienced 
shepherd, himself a wa]king.cycl(q>aedia on all matters 
rektiDg to she^, were to apply for employment to an 
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ioiatratkyi flodb-master, Ae dumwt of gaining ft 
would be ^o to ontki fiivoor ol the nnddUed thoagk 
aetire s^plicaot. Tbe employer wodki knoir, tiuit the 
old-world notions of the proftflMd ebepherd would 
lead the serrant to pat his opiniona hefiwe those of 
his n^ter; whilst^ however vafaiahle thqr angbtbe 
in the moth^^-ooimtcy^ thejr woidi praetaeiAy he 
lUielesB in a odeny* The aetifity and iaetahknesB 
consequent oa knowing nothings wonld gite the im<- 
doQed man aetnally an adiwa^e ovsr the skilled 
jfPfdicant 

This will he «fid«i^ if we connder tiie nature of 
the employment. In Engknd, a shepherd^ or a 
Lerdsmsn^ would he tiie mxam ynkabie to his em- 
jdoyer in peopoiiim as ho was ddlkd m all tiie 
diseases to wfaieh dmsp and eatde are heirs to^ to- 
gether with their remedies. In Australia^ this know^ 
ledge would be thoi^ht lightly of^ and £or this rseson: 
that there are few diseases, and these cooq[Murati?ely 
unoontrollahley whilst neiAer sheep nor cattle are itf 
soffici^t value to demand any eaious attention to 
c^ses of indiTidnal sidmess. It is much more iai« 
portant to be on the alert against ^ wild and wily 
enemies of the fold, than to eure a she^ of diseassEr. 
It is the same with eattle : a man who ean be* taoglit 
to ride at a. pace and oyer ground whicdx would a|^ 
an English steeple-ohaser, is moxB valuable to hk 
employer than one who has. all the learning f^ a 
veterinary college at his fingors' mds^ The astive^ 
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lookittg man; who h«r nolblii^ to tmleAm, iritl gwae^- 
railj be emjdojred at once; whitet bis '^ more pro* 
feasioaal eomjietkor will didj be employed if nothiiif 
mmre likely be obtaindblB. ^. 

There is nodiiaf^ wkock an Australian dtock-*&nin»: 
more abhoKs'than a ma» '^fnAtf Aii^n^f '^oir m%u^$ft 
amce bis own expeidenoe tells bira tiMi whatever iMtff^ 
be the man's, real merits at home^ they are not apt 
^dble to his purpose } aiidi may. involye an attention 
to the niai«^>of a flook whioh will be highly detf^ 
mental to ite mierests in ths: gibss^ Snch a. man may 
be ttsdfid witb a^hnncbed sheep^ but with thousands 
he is of n(f use. whatevwv ^ It mas :this feelia^whioh 
inihe old days of-eonifiotismt in New South .Wdes led 
to*, the an^ioim oomp^itioa . for Londtm pickpoekets as 
assigned eerrants to a flockmastery in^puft&itenee^ to the 
peacher or oth^ agriimltaral ro^ue^ whom > no floek^'* 
master wo^ld. take if lie. eooid get a:»nartman of the^ 
former class. The days of comacti^n are now oyety 
but the flockmastec^s motives and prindipies.of aetdod 
remain jtist the same asbe{lH*e; .the dame- necesratyiM^^ 
isirngjorthdr e&evcise. ' ^-A 

The best wiiy> perha^, to iaspvess chism^e fully oottV 
ihe^denizen of one (rfour nianiifiietaring towns demroaM? 
of emigrating* to Australia, Will >be to show bun wh&t^isi 

*^'reaBy requhed^Ieaying him«to be the judge as to^hia^? 

^'^^^oability of performing it. The first thing ie »? 

^P^ion him against the mania of gold-hunting'-^-^' 

relating^^ which will no doubt abundantly enrioh one . 



iftttaa; Imfi .tbea tiie chances are ten to one against 
\m being i>tlier than one of tiie nine who are not so 
flBrieiied; and it is hardly iv^rth his while to sacrifice 
the certain eventual independence wluch must aeoom*- 
pguqr. lihe steady pursmt of industrial labour, in the 
chasa after/jsudden wealth, which, even if attained bj 
(^•■ce,. will be less satisfaetorj to him in the long 
nm. 

This point is. so material tiiat it is worth enlarging 
oa*' Let uSiSiQipose. our. intending emigrant at the 
diggings, and that he is getting his ounccT of gold a 
week; this beii^ more tium doMe the average which 
is obtfnned by tha^penens^ already^ there; He has, by 
the latest advices, to pay iiaoMUings'fca his quartern 
loaf,: ajid for. eveifythiDg elso In* proportion; bread 
being the standard, of vsahie of provisions in Australia 
as dt is in England. The price of the quartern loaf in 
Sogland iarioBpemee, or just oa^#n^J^{/M^of the price at 
tha diggings^ . vOonseqaentlyi if he gains but ^09» 
BhiUimgs a-wisek in Engbnd, he. ought to Jbe gaining 
twelve times t«i shillii^,x» star^p^wpMfo a week at tiie 
Australian gold mines to do just as well, and no- better, 
thsn he is doing at homo* ' B«it suppose he gains at 
the diggings no more than tfae-uverage of all whonre 
now thenB; u e* thai he has preeise'ly the same luck 
as. his aeighlxMirs — vis., half an ounce of gold per 
week, value. <A«rty MOings^, it follows that he is four 
tisMS w&rse.oSy at 'the Auscralian priees, of the neces- 
saries of life, flian he is before he sails from England. 
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If he be a derk ia an Btiglinh ciMmtingp-lioase; be can 
easily make this ealcnlfttion (or MamdL If the nid 
derk get his pound a week at homa, his ikktj 
Bhillings a week at the Yietoria minas will just i«- 
present^;^ $kiUmg$ a week aa it can be laid out m 
the market of aa Engliflh. proTineial town. Now dns 
is not worth die risk of emigiafeiii|f for; nmch kea is 
it worth a preference for gold mining to the certaia 
remuneration of a she^ or cattie nm. The brilliant 
aceonnts of indiridttal sncceai at the diggings may 
dazzle him for a moment^ but his. (mn calm judgmant 
should Ihrow a veil over the momentaij glare. 

But we must go farther dnn this. Wherever azi 
average is gained by a number of persons^ some most b^ 
gaining more than the average^ and others less. Sep-* 
pose a lucky digger, like the drawer of n prize in die 
lottery^ gain his 100 ounces a week, tfais^ at an average 
of half an ounce per man pesr week, rqiresents the joait 
earnings of 300 diggers ; and where ar« the gains of 
the 199 ? The over-drawn accoonta of the Australnn 
newspapers never place things m this, the true liglut ) 
yet they do sometimes tell ua what becomes of tibie 
199. One man dies of '^ destitntian under a shed^" 
another, a magistrate, sells fruit for his living; a thkd 
keeps life and soul in him by making pies ; a fouztfa, 
an extensive employer of labour £>rmeily, is offered a 
place as cook by the servants who have run away from 
him, and are rolling in wealth.. If intending emigraBts 
ponder these matters as they really are, and not as 
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tteir own vivid imagination would paint them, tbey 
will be more likely to arrive at a rational conclusion as 
regards their best interests. 

Turn we now to the lowest industrial occupation 
in Australia, ' viz., a hiit-keeper in the bush ; i. e., 
the lowest in point of emolument, but really a high 
station in point of what it will certainly lead to, in the 
ca^e of a man who is determined that it shall lead to 
something' higher. It is, at any rate, a station from 
which many of the wealthiest fiockmasters in Austrah'a 
have risen. The last advices give the wages of a hut- 
keeper at 837. per annum, with rations ; rations in 
Australia meaning more than any reasonable man can 
eat. If he be married, he and his wife will command 
from 40Z. to 45/. per annum, including her rations; a 
child or two into the bargain making no difference, ex* 
cept in the parents' favour, as the children grow up and 
become useful. But supposing the emigrant to be un- 
married : out of his 32/. he may lay by 25/., and that 
for the very excellent reason that in the bush he can- 
not spend his wages, if he be so inclined, unless in 
gambling, the too prevalent vice of biish servants. Ifhe 
do this, of course his only prospect is to live the life of 
a dog, as he will certainly die the death of one ; for 
the bush is the last place in the world 'where an un- 
deserving man will meet with any sympathy. 

But suppose him to save his 267. At the end of a 
couple of years, this will be 50/., and the hut-keeper 
will have become a shepherd, sufficiently skilled in all 

B 
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tJia knowledge iSQ^pMte for his oraft; Hk empkyer^ if 
Ilia flervioes am worth haviagf, w31 wilHngfy let him 
have a hundred sheep for his moofff, to ran wifb bis 
owa. fioek« If he wilt net^ others will, and with credit' 
for nk>re. This point once &alj established, in Aius^ 
tmUa^ lihe' rest goes on after the fiudiidn of a sncmj^, ^ 
to wMch tbe inereasa of tiie little flodc can alone be 
cmnpared; tin the qaondam;httt4Dseper becomes a flock*> 
owner hiinsd^ All this is in the poww of any man 
who will steadily pursue the course pi>inted:ottt; aod^i 
in ikct, tibte pages to wluidi these rennrks ai*e iatrodxrc* 
tory are only an ducidation of the statements here 
made.. 

Tufn we now to lite natture of ^e employments x)f 
whiekwo ha^e spdcen. These^are such aathe most 
unskilled peraon( can at once imdertake^ and do well m 
a couple of weeks^ The duties of a hut-keeeper at a 
sheep-station: consist, for tiie most part, in staying at 
home while the fioek is out-— ^ distributing tiie natiosis 
-—of cooking the food^ and he need not be BLSoj&eixy 
do this very satis&;t(miy-*of cultiTattng a paitah of 
garden-ground' — and of taking a turn widi the watch- 
man at night, to see that the flock when folded does not 
become a prey to iketRnffoesy of native doga. There 
is not much skill required h6rej the only danger is, 
that a cockney quill-driver should think such an; occu- 
pation beneath Mm. If he do, let him keep away feom 
Australia, for he will not better his condition there. 

Let us suppose our hut-keeper to hare become a 
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shejdierd. I&s dntieft av^ fiven more ea^ ; ferin tiif 
eKoellent ^liaitto of tiM AxuiirAm hsA, we o&zniot 
MDoeiYe a more ^ligbtfiil occupatien to a man wha 
jt9&atB the calm aoHtiuieaof the bosh to a life <^ tain 
dttfiipatum; He haa to lead Ids flodc finrth in tlio 
iwiKiiiBg^ fi&dmg tiiem fresh pastoral wheoerer la* 
qiored^to keep Hismimmf^fyxak wild animals whilst 
feadmgp, and to bzmg them aafidy to the fold at night. 
H» chaige aue snlgeet to two diseaaes onlj^ which 
reqpurehia altMHition: the&at> eatarA^ is beyond his or 
aiTf other aiiaB^a power toeradioate$ the aeeoady soaby 
heing theody one whieh will glfe Um extra trouble'^ 
and in nine caeea out of tmitiatiie fault of his own 
negfigeoee if it gire .him aeaiealy any troi;d>le at. all. 
Here> th^^ tibsre is no dill wimter^ xequired^ bejond 
what he wffl havw gajned in his ooenpation of hnt« 
heepet^ 

Msm^ towavmea wS imagine tiiat,as the ultimate 
pnpaae of the flock ia their wool^it is naoeasarj that 
an Auatmliapf abyherd ahaold be akffled in tha art of 
ahearii^. l^hia ia not ao^ the afmn^axm, being p^s 
fofmed hf men whoae pro&aaed business it is^ and 
who tmyel over Ihe eosatrj at the reqpiiaite period 
for this pwrpose. Hia osdy care ia liie health and 
safety of the fiodk. 

The Mfe of an AnstraUan atockmaa,.or cattle herds* 
man^ is a diffisrent affidr altogether^ though here little 
or no previoos skill ia required; and that which ia 
reqmred is better kamed by aotoal practice. The life 
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of an Australian shepherd is quite an Arcadian sort of 
affair^m»ti« the cro^k, pipe, and mistress;^ the out* 
ward appointments of the Australian Damon more . 
resembling those: of a comfortablyrdisposed bear. than 
the appointments of tbose which are painted bj,.a 
vast number of poets from Virgil down to Shenstonof 
the age of pastorals having terminated at the Lea- 
soWes. At any rate it has sever reached Australia, 
where the crook has been replaced by the short pipe-^ 
the trim contour by the beard of a twelvemonth's 
growth, and the vo^ce of the maiden can be no mctt*e 
expected to be heard than that of the .auckoo. 

In point of equipment the> Australian, stockman is 
much on a par with the shepherdTr-a little more un- 
couth, perhaps. His first requisite is. to learn to lider— 
in contdradistinction to his having learned in Eoglaod* 
If he depend on the latter accomplishment, the chauc^ 
are, that he. wUl. break his neck. The most accoxQ- 
plished huntsman at. Melton would^cut a sorry figoTie 
in:^an Australian cattle chaise;, whilst an En^^h jockey 
or steeple-chaser would elicit aotiiing: mere than a. loud 
guffaw from an accomplished Australian stockman. 
The art of riding in Austraiia consiats in a well 
established, and faithfully kept,- compact, between the 
rider and his horse, that the horse dliall look out f(^ 
all dangers under foot, including Chasms in the earth 
a dozen feet wide and. of unknown depth — whilst the 
rider shaU guard. his own brains from overhanging 
branches of forest trees which empbatipally threat^ 
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them any given number of times in a minute; the 
horse, moreover, expects that .fliis rider shall keep a 
keen look out for the charge — made every few 
ininutes at branding time— of a wild and infuriated 

• bull ; but is not over-particular in this respect, 

-as his own sagacity leads him to anticipate and 
avoid it. 

The quiet occupant of a mercantile stool may thixlk 
this description of a stockman's perils somewhat ove^r- 
drawn'; but Icah assure him it is underdrawn, for 
the simple reason that no* words can describe the feats 
of rider or horse in the bush of Australia. An Austra- 
lian stockman never ride^ five horses, at once, as is 
done at Astley's,' to the wonder of a gajnng audience ; 
but were the most accomplished rider at Astley's to 
ride one hoi^" as an Australian stockman does, he 
would astonish himself. Yet there is, after all, no 
peril about the matter 5 • and the best proof of this, in 
iny own mind, is — ^that I never heard of a serious acoi- 

' dent befalling an' Australian stocknian ; though I have 
witnessed feats which rendered me doubtinl of the 

' evidence of my own vision. 
^ Pei-haps the nearest approach to the riding of ian 
Ausrtralian stockman is the steeple^chaser of our civi- 
lized country ; but there is this di8%rence between the 
twd — ^that4he brutal feat of the steeple-chaser consists 
in pushing his horse beyond equine capability or en- 
durance. In the case of the Australian horse, both 
horse and rider are in the path of duty j both equally 
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delight in it; and each performs bis part equally 
weU- • 

I haye gone to some length in this description of 
the feats of an Australian stockman— ^nd with this 
purpose; — ^to impress upon those^ to whom these re- 
zoarks are addressed^ that the less they know of horse- 
manship, as of many other matters, before emigrating, 
the better. They have nothing to unlearn; whilst the 
teaching, when ilwy have arrived at their destination, 
will be both easy and speedy. That teaching will 
have necessity for its basis ; but the acquisition of l3ie 
art will come none the less quickly on that accoimt. 
The intending emigrant, knowing nothing whatevi6r 
of the requir^nents of colonial life, will have nothiilg 
worse to encounter than I have depleted—- of this he 
may be certain ; he has no occasion to turn stocblian 
unless he choose ; but if he be young and- energetic, 
the probability is, Qiat he will prefer a stockiiaan's 
career to any other* 

I will now deyote the remainder of t^ chapter to 
other consideratioas. * 

We have before stated that the recent emigration 
irom this country has elucidated the &ct, that tiiere 
exists no great superfluity of labour. In many cases, 
the banker and the] merchant have been compelled to 
give better salaries to their clerks, Hie gourmand to his 
cook, and the*£firmer to his labourer. Yet there is still 
room for further emigration, benefituig not only the 
^migrant, but those also whoremain behind* It is not 
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a lieftliliy condition of society wherd tbere is a supdr- 
flaity of labour^ since the advantage is idone to the^m- 
ployer of labour, and not to the labotHPer — ^for whom 
the best social condition is that when there is a super- 
fluity of employnient; and this condition will be the 
more nearly approach^d^ the more emigration becomes 
cstended. 

Tbe state of the labour*mai*ket is one of the stock 
pieces of the political economist; but^ like those fch* 
whom he wiites, lie takes care to look on one side only^ 
aad that is on the i^de of the employer. The halance 
of labour with him means, that liie employer should 
always be able to get labour on lowterms whenever he 
wants it ; or, as a Manchester Odttonnspinner w9iEld 
eacpross it, the power of buying labour, wnongst other 
ihiags, in the chedpeat market, ipegardless of the coiii- 
fort or condition of the labourer himself. This is no 
balance of labour at dl — ^but rather i^mbles what a 
mathematician calls a ^' compensation of errors,^' whi& 
gives a momentajy appearance of rectitude to Ms 
equation, but is nevertheless Mae, An extended emi- 
.gtation will go iar towards settmg this matter to 
rights, by converting the superfluity of labour into 
fiiture colonial material for additional employment, 
and consequently additional remuneration for those 
who remam ht home. 

The Manchester school, aa it is termed, or what is 
the same tiling, its representatives, have ever been the 
most supine as regards emigration, and frequently the 
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most inimical to colonization as a system. That thej 
should be so, and jret command the confidence of a 
large number of persons, is a proof as to how much 
people in general think through the medium of others, 
instead of giving themselves the trouble of thinkiivg 
for themselves. They even repudiate all protection 
but that which insures them labour at starvation prices. 
The cheap loaf has only been a means to the same end, 
and to none has that cheap loaf been half so profit* 
able as to those who were instrumental in obtaining it. 
The improvementintheconditionof their labourers has 
borne no sort of resemblance to the colossal fortiines 
being made by the employers. Set on foot in Man- 
<cfaester an extensive system of promoting emigration^ 
with abundant means of carrying out its object, and 
none would so loudly cry out against free trade in 
labour. 

The selfishness of this amongst men whose labour- 
•eztortion has rendered it necessary to have acts of 
Parliament to prevent them from working their la- 
bourers to death — and who openly defy those acts, 
l)ecause the payment of the penalty is cheaper than the 
profit which may be made by breaking the laws — will 
appear on a very little consideration. None have com- 
plained more loudly that in many articles of their 
manufacture the Americans have driven them out of 
the markets of the East, which is true enough. But 
the American labourer, who c^ thus successfully 
.compete with starvation labour, gets. his dollar a day. 
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wLibt at Lowell a girl who has not been three months 
in the factory will get more than a skilled Manchester 
weaver; her avowed object in working being, by a 
few years* labour, to acquire a dowry for herself, in 
which she invariably succeeds. When did the daughter 
of a Manchester weaver acquu'e any other dowry for 
herself than thiat of penury, and hopeless debasement 
for herself and her offspring ? 

These remarks are not made in order to render la- 
bourers in manu&cturing towns dissatisfied with their 
condition fiirther than may induce them to make an 
attempt to better it by emigration to a country where 
their labour will be better appreciated. As far as this 
goes, the writer has no other object than to render 
them dissatisfied with their condition. Any man who 
is not getting that to which his labour fairly entitles 
him has as much right to be dissatisfied with his short- 
comings, as his employer has to be satisfied with his 
overflowings, neither over-honestly nor over-wisely ob- 
tained. Therels a wiser maxim than the hackneyed one 
of buying our labour in the cheapest market, and that is, 
" By liberal things shall men stand." - The opposite of 
this is plainly evinced by all who will give themselves 
the trouble of observing the ultiinatej disposal of wealth 
thus graspingly acquired. How few of its possessors 
found families which endure ! In most cases,, their 
wealth vanishes in the succeeding generation ; whilst 
in very many, they "heap up riches, and know not 
who shall gather them." This is perfectly right, 
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and in the ordinary ways of FroTidesee could not he 
otherwise; or sndi society woald be so plaee for ike 
poor man-^even to minister to. 

The half-pud airtizan must, howefer, take care that 
Ids dissatiefiEUstion is not parpoaeless. No more help- 
less hemg can exbt ihan the Juan who is etemdOy 
grmnbUng, wlHiout the power of bettering his eefi- 
dition. His dissatisfeetton, liice that of a ehainfld 
animal; only senras the more to chafe liinuidf. There 
are few who^ if they will keep irkimate emigratian in 
iriew; may not sooner or later aeeompltsh their objfldb ; 
a few years' sel&denial at most heag all thit is reqoi- 
Bite to provide the necessary fimd& Tlie mmgif 
bank; if steadily resorted tO; is the first great pcmaem 
in this respect, and tiie aTOtdaoee of the gia^ehop and 
the tavern I3ie nett. Bolh tfaew latter are great aiiis 
to the giw^do^ mafim&eturer in keeping down wages 
^--otheir best inendS; in ^Eust ; for no man wlio gives 
Bimsdf np to them is in any twndition to dtfuusd that 
:his1ifre.diodd be wor&y of Ms laJw«r, 

WheB0v:er Uie arfxran is in a caoditbn to traaspeat 
hk labour to a coimtry where it wiU be better appm- 
mated; AxiBtndia; and the souiiierB colonies gmezalfy, 
me iSae pboes for hk fntore hofi»; the first asidbe 
foBsttaliis of wealth; and the agriddtmal cdonies as 
ift» places- where mnchof it must efantoally be qNot. 
There is yet another reason which Aoidd go far in de- 
termining his. choice of & location. Australia and New 
Zealand are rapidly becoming the culminatiiig pouEits 



cf the Ang^-Saauui race in the MHidieni world; aad 
however egotistical it may aouad^ so otber raoe of 
tiie human fiunify is worth auziiig with. Certakdy, 
widi ftw others would an EngUshinaii Ifte to mii^e. 
It is something to be amoiigst the fonndars of a now 
empire; SQch as is liaing np is thosoathem hemisphere 
««>to tnflnence the destinies of the homan raoe, when 
Ao idd empires of the northern hemiq)hei!e shall Uve 
only in classic history^ or have heeome effete like their 
predeeesttttrs of Oreeoe and Bome: the skres of a 
de^tism which has no aim beyond its own traftporavy 
power; and of a policy which has no bette lesalt than 
aflfftiond degradation. 

With all our boasts of an '^ entire on which the 
Bon sever set8''--«a trareslHie; by Hk^ bye^ of an old 
%8aidt sayiag; which snbseqaent eyaats haw madca 
dedoBUNitade as empty as may <me day he our- owih- 
fiaglaad has two oddnies only^ beud^s these in the 
Pacific; to whioh 4t man eon emigiiate. 33ie fii»t; 
Canada, is one of the most imeaitablo possible in point 
. of dimite or locality ^ the first I6rl»ddii^ lajboor of 
an agiiciilta]^^ kind dunng the gmater portion of the 
year; and the second demanding <fc lopgor 4ihne befine 
aotoal location than is coasomed by n voyi^ to Aw- 
tndia or New Zealand; where domieiljatiQn andomploy- 
ttMBi awatt Ac enngraat at onciB can .«ni«al«* The 
flsccftd em^lTatien colony; if it can be so called; -is 

' ^ Tide my book on New Zealand, wfaere ibis matter is fldly 
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South Africa; the chief gains of the colonists, for the 
most part Dutchmeny arisinf^ from the disputes they 
can foment between the natives and the authorities^ in 
the hope of profiting by th^ expenditure of the ciom^ 
missariat, of which England has had but too lamenta- 
ble proof in the expenditure of tfiany millions for no 
earthly purpose than that of enabling the Cape colo^ 
nistB to take advantage of the English determination 
to preserve the integrity of the empire at any cost. 
Beyond these triro colonies, we have, notwithstanding 
the vastuess of our colonial etnpire> no other locatioti 
but the Austoalian and New Zealaiid colonies worthy 
of a motamt*a consideration to the intending emigrant. 
Canada, on the first decadence of the English power 
— and that may not be fiar distant— will naturally fall 
into the United States of America, if the Unic»i 
last so long; and South Africa is scarcely worth con- 
ridoration as a colonial dependency upon any terms^ 
eithei* in point of produce oi* political advantages. 

Intending emigrants should well weiglj these mat- 
ters. In point of actual distance from England, Canada 
would seem to present an advantage ;.r in point of 
getting realty to work, it has not the advantage of 
Australia; the difference of time in favour of the latt^ 
being preponderant, whilst that difference of time Id 
more in favour of the ship-broker than of the emigrant* 
As for the new settlements of South Afiica, they can 
be characterized as little less than deliberate frauds 
committed on English ignorance, though with Gt>ve;m- 
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ment . sanction : not oue of their pretensions being 
realized^ or: ever likely to become so. 

But .these xemarks are somewhat extraneous matters 
in the preset instcmise, though incentives to thought; 
so let us at once to our purpose. 

The following little work will be found not only a 
stimulant but a guide to such as have made up thdlr 
minds to cast their bread upon Australian watei^* 
It is certainly one of. the best which. has yet been 
given to the public as a picture of bush life in Aus^ 
tralia; — possessing all the rough energy which such a 
life imparts to most who embrace it; aud giving within 
a:sm9ll compass all that an intending emigrant can 
comprehend of bush life without »^tually experieneing 
it. It is, in shorty a. '^ guide to independence by 
writers who have attained it." 

Works of this class are far more vBluable, in point 
of utility, than others, of greater pi»tension, as bemg 
unpremeditated; or evex^ as in the presait case, being 
written without the remotest idea as to publication. 
The history of the, following volume is somewhat curi- 
ous« . It is the production of three distiact wiit^s, all 
from the same lo(»dity at home, all eailing In company, 
and uniting their efforts and fortunes ou arrival in the 
colony. These three persons w«re neither more nor 
les» than office clerks, possessed of no knowledge what- 
ever beyond that of the desk— all dissatisfied wi& 
their prospects*— and all determined to em%rate 
together, believing themselvee bound by such birnds 



3o ijrrKO0tTCTo»r CHAFTSit«. 

of mutual friendriiip as would enable tlim to work 
together^ if possible; which beads would^ at- the ma» 
iSme, inspire tfaem with fiontttal oonfidenoe flni energy. 
Thmr letters home were^ of eoarse^ separatd j sesr^ ta 
their several friwds, and (ton tteaee die Miowaf^, 
narratire has been compiled; neceesSAily in th6-&8t 
piNrson, as tboagk it had emanated fpom. one watv 
onlj. Vevj litde literary correction- was noeessasy^ 
the narmtive having not in any way been allSMd. 

The narrative is^ in £ict^ a record of the- poma^of 
independence under difficulties^ viz.^ liiose of previous 
iterance of colonial pursuits. Bat it k at the same 
tune a guarantee diat this ignorance, neossaafy with 
many who are equally desirous of emigratsBgy nasd 
not deter any one from following ^ke^ example of the 
writers; this self-dependence being ih» only oonditmn 
upon which eadi can succeed. B^n with paraeiis 
who believe themsdves eUlled before leaving England^ 
there can be no safer rule than to oast nmdi of tiiea 
previous knowledge askle t^fedier witii, their pre* 
judices, bodif being frequently alifce an obotacle to 
success^ and to learn afresh. The lesson is an ea^ 
one, the roogk inflq)ettdence und«!t wbkii the requi^-^ 
site knowledge is acquired is of the most ddightful 
and ezhilaratittg nature, and the result is certain, pre«> 
vided the rule be steadily followed out. 

But, as has been before enjoined, we may go further 
than Hob, and assert that previously acquired know» 
ledge of any particular craft pursued in the colonies, if 
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it faaTe beoome ao finaly rooted as to be infiexiblei 10 
hig^hly detrimental to success. A skilful English car- 
penter, who. will not or ci^mot &U into the rough- 
andrisftdy mthadfl of: oolonial building, will soon part 
canpany wisA. h]» employer in &Tour of a much ruder 
aituoai, who has no prqudioaB; and is willing to learn 
what is really wianted* In tb0 same; way, a first-rate 
EngiUitsh^diierd, who would peraist in nursing indi- 
vidual she^ afflicted with some slight ailmentsi whilst 
the dmffoes were making havoc with the rest of the 
flock, would in the end be more destructive to the 
interests of that flock than the wild dogs themselves. 
A sharp eye is of infinitely more consequence than 
leechcraft, an4 vigilant habits than any degree of pro- 
fessional skill. A man who can ride down a bullock 
is more highly esteemed than one who can cure th 
diseases of the animals. 

Many are deterred from emigrating, firom a con- 
sciousness that they possess no knowledge of any craft 
that can be turned to useful account. That is, they 
judge themselves by an English rather than a colonial 
standard. If they knew the nature of the latter; 
which is rather traetability than English knowledge, 
they would not hesitate for a moment^ provided they 
were alone, and had no family dependent on then* 
exertions, whilst they were attaining skill. Though 
even in this respect, Australia presents a highly fa- 
vourable aspect, for in place of requiring a man to pay 
for the skill which is being imparted, colonists are 
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very willing to pay Lim, and well too^ whilst he is 
learning. 

These are most important considerations to many a 
would-be emigrant^ though the perusal of this book 
will show him that his fears are altogether groundless. 
To impress this further on him^ is the only object of 
these additional remarks^ and none whom they may 
influence need hesitate to act upon the advice which 
they comprise. 

G. B. Barp. 

''Australian Gazette" Office, March 19, 1853. 



WHAT WE DID IN AUSTKALIA, 



At a time when all the various inhabitants of Old 
England are regarding with longings yet somewhat 
doubting eyes, the wondrous accounts of golden rocks 
and sands which reward the toils of their Australian 
brethren; when thousands only delay their departure to 
the '^ promised land" from uncertainties as to the best 
mode of transit — ^the best preparations for their long 
and tedious journey — and, perhaps, a few natural fears 
as to what may be expected on amval at the port of 
their destination ; — a few words of advice, a trifling- 
narration of adventure undergone and wonders ob- 
served, may not be deemed altogether out of place ; 
even though pamphlets, cheap hand-books, and a 
thousand journals have already done much in making 
the English public familiar with the leading fea- 
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tiires in the now every-daj-mittters relating to emigra- 
tion. 

As I would gladly think that what I write may be 
useful to the many whose minds are turned towards 
the Australian Colonies, it may not, perhaps, be amiss 
to reverse the usual order of things, and give the con- 
clusions arrived at evra before the grounds on which 
those conclusions are based; and, first, as to who 
should emigrate, or, more strictly speaking, mho 
should not; the first class would be ^^ legion" indeed ; 
the latter are happily but few. 

From a brief consideration of what is wanted, no 
one, unless blinded by an immoderate self-love, can fail 
to be assured whether it be worth his while to leave 
this country. ¥mt m the list of qualifications, th€»i, 
stands perseverance, a sturdy John Bull feeling of 
determination, not to be shaken by a short illness or % 
run of ill-luck, but to plod forward, secure of DaoM 
Fortune's smiles, if there be but courage enough to 
stand against the first rough buffet, which, perchance, 
may meet the novice in the strange land in which ho 
has cast his lot. Of scarcely second importance is it, 
that drink do not hold its ruinous, soul-debasing infltt« 
ence over the intending emigrant; if, indeed, he be 
addicted to the vice, fiftrewell a& hopes of nsing in his 
new sphere; all that is gained is as quickly spent, and 
ft miserable death soon ends as miserable a life; liquor 
of all sorts is so easily obtainable, anid m the oolonios 
at so slight a cost, compared with England, that thou- 
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sands are wrecked on this quieksand ; or^ to use poor 
Tom Hood's simile, the rock they split upon is qnarts. 
Drink is the great bane of the colonies in qtiestion, 
iwd^ alas! that it should be so; the Anglo-Saxon mid 
Milesiati seem to be but too well fitted by some thirsty 
particle in the composition of tibeir eky, to ava3 them- 
selTas of the fetal opportun^es liitis a^brded them of 
at one stroke destroying themselres and their iaroiKes. 
Do not think this piotnre too highly coloured ; but 
tarn to any woA or paper which gires a statistical 
account of the Australian Colonies, and there mark the 
quantity of spirits consumed in proportifm to the popu- 
lation; mark further, the proportiaa whidi taverns, 
pubHc'lionses, grog-shops, and the hlce, bear to the 
zmmbers cf other tradesmen's shops in the yariom 
towns. The result may then be guessed at. fieav^m 
forbid that I should decry the use of spirits in 
moderation; hot better, far better, forswear the use 
than fall iato the abuse which may be daily, aye, 
hourly witnessed in town, country, and bush, in Aus- 
traHa. 

If a mim be soW, persevering, and blessed with 
tolerable health, he musi succeed. Australia is a land 
for one and all, where both heiiki and hand are sure of 
a reward fwr their exertion ; but in Australia, as im 
Boglaad and everywhere else, the reckless, the im- 
provid^t, theduggard, and the drunkard cannot, do 
not, and will not prosper. 

Whoever my read^v may be, men of towns and 
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cities^ or dwellera in the villages of our native land, I 
eay to all^ ploughmen and weavers, mechanics and 
shepherds, clerks from behind your desks of ilUpaid 
toil and drudgery, or starving honesty wandering in 
the streets, if you know yourselves to be sober, pet' 
severing, and honest, come to Australia, and yon will 
prosper ; a thousand ohances are tibere for all ; labour, 
be it of head or hand, is valuable and well paid for ; 
none, but vagabonds starve— none are imhappy but 
those who deserve to be so. Understand well what is 
reoonjimended, and ask your hearts in honesty and sin- 
cerity of purpose if you are what I have said, if, un- 
daunted, yoit can work hard, and fare hard, perhaps, 
for a short time for a cei*tain reward ; if you cannot 
{inswer these matters satisfactorily to your own con- 
sciences, in the nanoe of all that's good ^top at home, 
for you will be worse here than you are there. . 

Many, very many, are there who, . after having 
thrown up good situations in one of the towps, have 
started to the ^'diggings,*' have become disgusted 
with the fatigue and hardships incidental to the rough 
travelling in the bush and over mountain roads; and 
after a few days' trial of digging, with scarcely patience 
to dig deep enough to reach the stratum in which the 
gold is most plentiAilly founds have started back again 
with curses loud and deep, because, through unaccus- 
tomed labour, their hands were sore, or because they 
could not find a ten or twenty ounce nugget imme- 
diately they broke ground; and, again, because tUey 
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did not like damper, or tea, sugar and suffar bag all 
toiled together. These are the men who gnimble aiid 
do mt succeed, and would wish other men to fancy 
that the fault lies, not in then* follj, but in the 
eountry. 

There are hardships, doubtless, trying to the consti* 
tution, trying to the mind, trying to the ttemper, but 
how is it at home ? Have you not quite as great in 
England ? Is it not better to have plenty in Australia 
as a shejAerd, a herdsman, a farmer, a grazier, or 
a gold digger, even though that plenty be rough in 
its cookery, and tiWh no better sauce than a healthy 
tippetite ? Do you not in England ^ork as hard as 
the body can be driven, ^either with head, hand, or 
both, for just enough to keep body and soul together? 
If you do, id it not easier to exert that labour where, 
in a short time, it will render 3'ou happy and affluent, 
in a land where maiTiage adds to a man's wealth, and 
each child that is born to hitn is likewise an addition 
not only to his happiness but to his affluence? But, 
to gain this, you must work sturdily and soberly. 

Thus much for qualities required to prosper in lie 
Australian colonies—qualities, truly, which, more 0? 
less, are likely to succeed anywhere, but which there 
have a wider field for advehtiu*e, and a certainty which 
cannot be felt in the crowded cities and towns, the 
unceasing grinding competition, and increasing num-*^ 
bers of England. All of you, then, who in England 
feel thiat you are endowed with a moderate share o^ 
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the qualitiaa named sliould start, and at once ; but if, 
on pondering on the step, yoa feel doubts and hesita- 
tion, panse, and examine your hearts well and closely 
to know whether those doubts arise from the natural 
dread which hangs over one about to embark in a new 
a^ere oS life, gs whether they arise from a consdous- 
ness of not coming near the' znark I have pointed out 
If the latter,, stop at home. If you feel yourselves to 
he easily turned from a purpose, or fbad of your ease, 
w fond of the bottle, stop at home. Stop at home, 
mined m«i about town. Stop at home, ^* gents,'' 
whose ambitbn ia to be great at the ^ Casino,'' the 
^^ Cider-cellars," or the betting-houses. Stop at 
home all you who cannot do without hot water for 
shaving, and finger-napkins, and Soyer's sauc^ at 
dinner. But to all who can work and wUl work, what- 
ever or whoever they may be, I say, '* Come ; for it is 
a gi*eat and glorious land! Gome, and happiness, 
plenty, and content await you here." 

Early in 1847, a desire to escape from the thraldom 
of a London office induced three of us to emigrate* 
Having but few hopes iu England, and no connexions 
to delay our departure, or induce us to alter our plans, 
we sailed for Adelaide as steerage-pass^gers, both as 
a measure of economy and to habituate us in some 
degree to the hardships we had little doubt we should 
hat^ to undergo ; and many a worse introduction we 
might have had — ^that is to say, bearing in mind the 
"'urpose for whidb we sought such an introduction. 
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The good ship was tolerably full, and, as all were landr 
ftiJk, of coijirse all were soon very sick; each had to 
shift for himself,^ aad make the best of naatters aa they 
occurred. But this passed off as we became habituated 
to the motion of the vessel: still thero were many 
things to annoy and make matters uncomfortable ; so 
many persons thrown together in a narrow and con- 
fined space could scarcdy agree, and constant quarrel- 
ling went on ^ then, the discipline of the ship^ which 
was. necessarily strictly enforced,, bore hard upon the 
Ateerage-passengers, and curses, deep not loud, wer^ 
frequently showered on the poor skipper's head^^ though 
I. believe he did but his duty. I can, however, easily 
imagine that^ with a domineering or brutal master^ the 
steerage of a vessel would be verily a place of torment 
for those whose ill^fate conducted them there. 

I will not speak of the details of pur voyage : we 
had gales and cahnsj hatches battened down at one 
time, whilst thunckr, lightning, rain, and the heavy 
fall of water on deck as a wave would pop its head 
over, filled those below with feelings not easily 
imagined or described ; at another time ^e had a bout 
of gasping in a dead calm beneath a sun like a ball of 
fire immediately above our heads? — ^but that, like our 
other trials, did not last long. We crossed the line, 
and I believe some fun^ as Jack would call it, was con- 
templated^ but that jthe emigrants had heard of the 
kind of jokes perpetrated and did not seem to admire 
the idea; the good old skipper interposed his autho- 
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rity, and all passed off quietly. All these mishaps, we 
were assured, were but the ordinary course of a mariner's 
life, and, believing it true, whether it was or waa 
not, many a sincere vow was registered that one voyage 
in a life-time was enough, and that nothing idieiild 
induce the grumblers to venture on another trip over 
the billowy sea. 

We amved safely,, and with light hearts, and not 
very heavy pockets, entered Adelaide to ** seek our 
fortunes." Totally unused to labour, it may be believed 
a not very cheering prospect was before us ; but the 
feeling which prompted our departure from England 
upheld us here, and it wtis with a full determination to 
succeed that we landed on the Australian shore^ 

We had been strongly advised by certain iHends ia 
England to makeup our minds as soon as possible after 
arrival as to our future proceedings, and then at onee 
to leave the town, where lodging and living were 
extremely dear. A cabinet council was soon called ; 
we were now to decide what was to be done and to 
do it. 

As to turning farmers or graziers, that was out <rf 
the question — we knew nothing about it, and we 
doubted, for the first time, perhaps, what we were fit 
for. It was resolved^ nenu c<w., however, that we should 
wait on certain gentlemen to whom we had received 
letters of introduction and frankly ask their advice. 
We did so, and the answers were as frankly given :-^ 
" You have too little money among you all to do any- 
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thing on speculation : your best plan is to put the Uttio 
you have in a bank, where, by-the-bye, you will receive 
a high rate of interest, put your pride in your pockets, ' 
and start into the bush ; get yourselves employed as 
shepherds, stockmen, or anything of the sort which 
Will give you an insight into the mode of keeping and 
raising sheep and cattle. You will receive good wages, 
all of which you may save, and in a short time you 
may commence operations for yourselves with confi- 
dence and an almost certainty of success." We were 
told in the course of conversation that we might cer- 
tainly, if we chose, obtain situations about the towns, 
but they would not be so materially better than those 
we had relinquished in England aa to compensate for 
the expense and inconvenience we had undergone, and 
even then we should have no prospect of aught beyond 
remaining in slavery all om* lives — to avoid which we 
had voluntarily expatriated ourselves. 

Although we had sought for advice with a firm 
resolve to act upon it, yet it was with feelings of 
mingled hues and shades that we commenced talking 
over among ourselves the various accounts we had 
heard and advice received in our round of visits. Even 
though resolved, it was not a very easily-managed 
thing to at once pocket the false pride usually felt by 
those not bom to manual labour ; and I veiily believe, 
almost the greatest tiial we have undergone was 
that first one of " beginning the world at the begin- 
ning." 
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HaTing* fixed mpoa oar mode of procedure^ we dis^ 
posed Jo£ certain portacme of oisr oatfit wMch we fonsd 
of but litde uae to lis; ^et oUier poetiyooe; wbiek ve did 
not immediatdy require we left in; the caaee of some of 
oiur good frieiuls in the city; and witk & knqasack q[ 
a few neeeasary things shmgr at our badcs^ and a tUd^: 
sa^ii^tn the hand of eadi, we left Addaide mn» dojs 
after landir^ from the ship. 

In laying down our pkBi% it had been proposed, ^ 
pessibl^ that we should hire en the same run or farn^ 
as: onr choiee mighk &Uf faifty at all ereste^ ^ist it 
would he hfittei! to> separate than that two c^ us ^UKcdd 
hire for the uatae purposft;-«^nv aim beb^ to* lears^ 
one wonld he. snffieient to ea^h 1»»i»;h;. afterwards^ 
vdmn we should eommeneK for onraslTes^ we eenld ia 
turn instruct each other in those points of which ioSs^ 
Tidnally we ^»od in need : on this view of our busz* 
ness is to be found one of the great causes of our ul^ 
mate sucsoeas. 

We trudged merrily along the road, which^ near the 
town^ was snfieiently like Old England to reeal a 
thousand ^enes and memories ; and. as a'coitsge here^ 
or a garden there^ was passed, one or other of us 
would discov^ a fancied resemblance to a home scenes 
and many a hope waa expressed of some day again 
revisiting the spots which were so vividly recalled. 
After a few miles, however, the asqiect of the suiToundr 
ing objects, though still, being far from wild or un* 
cultivated, sufficiently impressed upon us the fact that 



wa VTffi'd ia a ^ft&ge knd^ with straoge txees^ shiabs, 
hinb^ and insects^ eTorj thing straage^ aad ^ pttsamg 
stefige^" . The road was duaty ia tha extreoift^ lod 
izuareflsed tibe toil of waHdag ia aa ezcefidlng deg£ea; 
— ejes;. thioft^ and nostrils alike su&ring &«» tits 
impalpdbla eartiaii whidb evefy bireath of wi&d, everj 
&ol86e|i aa we passed on, rabed m doiids^ vMbrt our 
gai-menta were Uke Joae^'a gaxBumt^^of variona 
edoirars^ fjKmx the aaAia eausew Afier aevead minor 
halla^ itt older Ix^ proei»e a c»l|t of wf^r to wash & 
little «f the fixie <daj froni our throaiis so that rocaa 
migiiit be left£>r Tm§m&m, we fiaaEy k^oaght up fiir 
tho n^kl at a amaU ^abebeeu" on tke road^ ik& 
whieh, though }m% a ahprt. day'a maatck frcmi the 
Q3«i;ropQtis of the pmrince^ wjsa aaaceelj equal to tha 
small ale-hfiuaea of amr own couatrj villages; and hero 
wa were first iatrodueed to the staple articles of food 
throughout the Auatraliaa cohrnks-^—mntton-steaks^ 
damper, and tea* The damper is nothing mare thaar 
fiomr and water kneaded together and made into small 
flat i^kes; scHnetimeswitha Utile salt mixed, and then 
ha]ffld on the hearth or a griddl^plttte, aa the luruse 
happens to poaeess one« The tea ia eqnallj rudely 
made} a quantitj <tf tea k put iu a pot with sugar; 
water is poured in, and the whole is then boiled 
together Whea sugar is scarce ia tha bush, the mat-^ 
ting of which the sugar--bags are made is also popped 
into the tea-pot, to extract the sacehasine matter; so 
that, to a stranger, the infusion has rather a atrang-e 
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taste: it requires some time to become used to tbe 
peculiar taste of tbe damper bread; but hunger and 
use soon overcome trifling discomforts like tbese^ atidi 
in fact; on tbis^ our first trial, I believe we made a tery 
sufficient meal off the viands I have mentioned. 

Aftei* our appetites were sated, we lighted our pipes 
(by the way, another general habit in the colonies^^ 
pipes are universally used, and a meersdmum is is< 
valuable), and, in company with our host, prepared for 
an evening's chat. After having poured forth for the 
information of our host and his femily everything^ we 
could call to mind of English news, we commenced 
inquiries respecting our dbaices of success in the 
life we had marked otet for ourselves, and, sooth 
to say, no answers coiild have tallied better with our 
wishes than those we received ; it came out that our 
host had been induced to emigrate to Sydney, and for 
some short time had been employed, together with his 
wife and children, on a farm not far from that city; 
but feeling desirous of getting farther into the Imh, 
he had changed, and changed again, until, in about seven 
years, he had been nearly over the three chief colonies; 
and finally, with the money he had saved, they had 
bought a small plot of land from the person who own^ 
it. He then run up!a small house, and all turned to 
cultivating their little nook of ground, adding a trifle 
-to their means of living by entertaining wayfar«?s— 
though the income derived from the latter source 
could not be great, I suspect; for, except a hearty 
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shake of the band to father and sond^ not an idea 
of recompense or reward would they entertain or 
hear of. 

We slept there that nighty and receiiring directions 
IS to our route and conduct^ we started forth on out* 
onward oareer. • Acc(H*ding to the advice we had 
receiyed we struck off front the road we had been 
feUowingy and proceeded in a more easterly direction 
in order to arrive at a slation which we were informed 
was some considerable distance on^ having been more* 
over Assured that we should be meeting with settlers': 
huts, but where we should be heartily welcomed by 
the inmates. The road:<Ar pathway along which we 
were now passing was of a most wretched description^ 
often> indeed, difficult to trace:. the only foliage was 
that of the straggling bushes around; and here and 
theret a huge ungainly gum tree, standing like a 
skeleton giant in our way. Hete we met an adven- 
ture which had nearly deprived us of one of our 
party. 

Whilst plodding forward, now watebing the strangely 
ornamented birds which were flitting about, or talk- 
ing over our plans, one of my companions, ob- 
serving at the side of his path a thick piece of sticky 
struck at it as he walked by^ judge of his surprise as 
the fancied stick reared itself with an angry hiss and 
threatening eye; before it could spring, however, he 
struck it down, but without killing it; in another 
moment, however, the three saplings descended upon 
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and destrojed it; eren in dying, however, the reftitle 
daappei «t and fixed itB fsngs in the stick I h«ld ; 
finding it dead I allowed it to remain clinging to the 
sticky and carrred it on with me to l3ie end of onr 
day's joomej. Befi>re this we hnii n<^ given ^nm 
thought to the poesibility of tneelang sjiy poisosoiis 
rep^es, but our fright made its suftctentlj oat^i, 
and a wide hertiti was gi^^en to anything whieh koked 
siBspiciooS; either in our path or by the mde of it. On 
haltii^ for Ae Bvesdag at a small hut, in which 
resided as wild an Insfaman as ever breathed in or out 
of tl^ Emerald Ide, we were assured that the reptSes 
were bo^ highly venomouis and often met with, yet 
that they were little to be feared, being indolent and 
timid; in point of fact, the greatest danger arose 
from their indolence exposing them to be trodden on, 
when they were likely to eprmg at the offender. Still, 
but few <5a3es were known of persons being bitten, 
though when such an accident did unfortunately take 
place, the wound was always mortal. 

One evening here was speut much as the former, 
but our Irish fiiend walked next day a considerable 
distance with us, and before leaving us, pointed out our 
way, and then bade us God-speed< ?%ere is no use in 
repeating the details of our journey np the county ; 
such things you may see in eveiy book or paper about 
these colonies, so I will even skip on to our arrival 
at the "run.** 

We arrived early one ferenoon at the spot, and found 
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sooie ten or twelve huts together, idth a large railed- 
ia space, like a village-pound. A secure of noi^ dog9 
instantly raised an alarm, and a cou^e of koftds 
popped oat of one of die huts to see wfaat was tbe 
(ause iof tbe ditorbanee« A warm welcome was at 
once accorded to us, all hands were absent esoepttfaoe 
liiHt-keeper, and one of the men who had grained 
ids shoulder by a .iaU frena a horse, a day or tw» 
before. 

Alth^igh we wero welcome enoogh, it seemed that 
the dogs did not by any means admm 1^ mtrodno* 
^n of ^^ Chance " isto Iheir domains. By-tl^^bye, 
I have not yet introduced him, and as he has done 
me good service, it would be a gross injustice not to 
draw his portrait. 

I became acqaainted with him in Adelaide, where 
he was being unmercifiilly mauled by sundry street* 
curs, in ccmsequence I suppme of his being a totd 
stranger; perhaps also, because they were a little 
jealons of the ornament he had remnd his neck, neither 
more or less than a piece of eham attached to a boat's 
ruUock; fnmi which I fancied him to be some ship 
dog left in a boat bs a guard, who, getting hungiy or 
restless, managed to g^ loose and was next lost. Be 
that as it may, my sympathies w^e aroused, and by 
the vigorous use of a stsQk I had in my hand, I 
sueeeeded in dming the bullies off and leaving my 
friend in peace : much to my surprise, he immediately 
attached himself to me and followed close to my heels, 
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every look of his eyes, every wag of his tail, saying 
<' I mean to stick to you." I was weU^anghed at on 
getting back with, my acquisition, but malgre tauty 
I formerly adopted him wid chrwt«ied him *^ Chance" ; 
and' a good chanoe I have ever considered it that I 
found him. 

. He is rather ayellow tinge, strong as a young tiger, 
and equally determixied and fierce. His gripe is like 
that of a vice, and I have never yet known him turn 
tailat anything; and now that the dogs in and round 
the hut were clamorously entering their protest at the 
addition to th&r number, Chance stood by my side, 
head a little down, tail up and teeth di^ky^d quite 
*^ ready" as the hut-keeper declared. A few well- 
applied lashes with a heavy whip. quickly restored 
peace, and seating ourselves, we were speedily engaged 
in taking off the rough edge of our appetites, which 
had been considerably sharpened by a walk of five to 
six hours that morning. 

In conversation we mentioned our desire of taking 

service, myself as a labourer, little H as a shep* 

herd, and M -, finding it would be difficult to get 
employed on a jarm as first desired, determined also to 
engage as a Jaek-of-all-trades, if possible— herdsman, 
hut-keeper, and gardener. We laughed heartily at 
his resolve, but he persevered in it, and carried it out. 
After several days' delay in making arrangements, 
&c., it was finally arranged that M i ' and myself 
should join the party with whom we were slopping, to 
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feceiv:e 28/. per lannuxa eacb^ with a weekly allowaaoe 
<of 10 lbs. meat^ 10 lbs. flour, 2 lbs. sugar, \ Ifo. te9, 
2 oz. of tobacco, .each. MeaQtimes; H— ^ had ea- 
teied into ap .agreeiaexifc to seiTe ae a diepherd in the 
n^fiiboujnbopd (ab(»i^ twenty oi* tw^sty^five miles di^ 
tant), but he recei^s dOZ. per annum, rations being; tbe 
^m^* On entering service we frankly told our em- 
ployer we knew nothing of cattle or sheep, and were 
told in reply, so much the better j in answer to our 
statement, that we could ride but little, we were told 
with alaogh we should soon learn. As 4^ere were a 
large mimber of cattle, we had aconsid^able number 
of hands employed, twa being always left at home to 

keep ill safe. W • and myself, theref(»e, arranged 

that we should go out alternately, so that each should 
Itave a fair dbare of work, experience, and amusement. 
Horses were allotted to each^ but no saddle was to be 
had until the next fSupplies came up the country. 
However, a shift was made, and the next day I made 
my debut. Attaching myself to one of the men, with 
whom I was more pleased than the others, *we started 
«6P at day%ht 4it a Btretohing gallop, whioh sorely 
tried my nenres, and I soon found from the gay laugh 
tiiabat was the only reply I could obtain to my prayer 
&r a halt^ that initiation into the mysteries of riding 
had commenced. Throughout that day we were almost 
ooDstantly in motion round the herds, keeping them 
together and in good pasturage, care being taken to 
afoid driving them more than was absolutely neces- 

D 
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«ary. Every now and then some ^^^^ * .1 ^i 

the herd would throw up his head a° ^^^ 

away went we, helter-skelter, after b«» ^1 

he headed and driven hack; but still take c* ' ^^^^^^ 

I thought so ; down goes his head, and wit ^ 
bellow he charges the bold man who dares 
path; a touch on the rein, and the well-**'^^ 

swerves aside, whilst the heavy-thong^d ^ J ^^ 



de- 



scends with a crack like a pistol on Bulle§'9 Slu8 or 
head. A second time he is headed, and now he turns 
hack to the herd, a lash across the flank making him 
bellow and bound forward as nimbly as he before had 
rushed the other way. In one of these episodes, tne 
excitement of which well nigh made me foi^* *"^ 
martyrdom I was suffering, the beast wliick had 
sepai^ated from the herd suddenly turned at right- 
angles in its course, and charged at me like a thunder- 
bolt. He was a fine bull, nearly all black, and as, 
with flashing eyes, and foam on his lip, and broad chest, 
he dashed at me, he looked a noble animal. I did 
not think so at the moment, however, for, swerving 
my horse on one side, he started somewhat abruptiy, 
and I went flying over his head, — another moment and 
I should have been in the air or beneath the bull's 
feet, when, like a shot, one of the men went over me 
at a stride, and as his whip descended with the ^11 
swing of his arm, I . saw the brute wince and tsm 
away. One second more and I was again in the saddle ; 
whilst laugh, jest, and quip ran round at my tumble. 
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On gaining' our liuts in the evening, we found our 
meai ready for us — beef and mutton-chops and steaks 
fried — damper and tea, and could I have fdund any 
position in which I could have partaken of my ineal 
with ease, I should have been happy. But, alas, no ! 
neither sitting, standing, squatting, lying, nor kneeling 
was practicable longj I tried each, but my bonee 
ached, and sore, s«re was my flesh after that day's 
ride. My mistakes and mishaps afforded the themes 
for that night's gossip over our tea and pipes, and 
merrily and happily did the hours fly by, until it was 
time for " snoozing." A watch was stationed and the 
dogs iitstened round, as the dingoes, or wild dogs, 
destroy great nunibers of the young calves, and will even 
enter the enclosure in which they are penned, in spite 
even of the dams, dogs, or watchmen. Although roused 
several times by the clamorous barking of the dogs, 
yet the night passed oiF without any disaster, and the 
next morning, after preparing breakfast^ the parties 
started, leaving myself and the hut-man at home. 

I had resolved to make my horse as much my friend 
as possible;, and in order to teach him to know, me and 
obey my voice, X had tethered, or rather picketed him, 
about twenty yards from the front of the hut, and as I 
passed about, kept speaking to him and occasionally 
giving him something to eat. He wds half wild, and 
did not at all like my approaching him, making use 
of his heels occasionally in a way which rendered it a 
matter of consideration how to get within reach, which 
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howBYeTf I UQW and theo did^ smoothing and carMsmg 
him. 

Wfaiiat tiuu employed; towards mid^daj my com^ 
paaion suddttdy made a dart towards the «toek- 
yard; with the .^ai^lation of '^ By Jove I there's a 
diugoe/' aad sure enoogh, a moment afterwards away 
howled the gentleman^ heading for some bush ahflvt 
a mile distant. ^^ Ho ! Choice, ho ! after him, my 
Iwy !" One second suffioed to tear the picket froQi the 
gr4>und; I forget my i^ffiiess^ my pain^ n^ achasi 
driving my heds againet my good steed's eidee; 
away we went as for dear Ufe^ the dingoe makkig 
for the bash as hard as he iM>nld tear along, Chance 
at his heds like ^tim death, myself in the rear, hare- 
beaded and without saddle, bridle, spam, or whip. 
^Ho! Ohanee, hot a hnndred yarde mere and he 
is your own, brave dog, hie on ! hie on ! " 

The next moment my horse str^ched oat to dieai* 
a small chasm which I had not noticed, eo intent 
was I on die dingoe; and barely keeping my -seat 
as he rose, I veriiy thought I was in pieces when he 
landed. Bnt never mind; ^^Snsh fiayrward! On! 
Chance, on ! puH him down, brave dog." 1^ 
dingoe turns ; now for the tug of war ; not so — €be 
cowardly brute lies down on ite back, and Chance 
panting, stands over it, gazing with astonishment and 
contempt. I i^rang down to Insh it np; but as the 
dog turned to lick my hand, Master Dingoe thought 

e would make off. Vain hope, he had scarcely run 
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a jsti before tlie do^ was ttpoa hiiO; one mp across 
the loias, a cry, and 921 angry growl, and the robbwr 
was defencty while Chance, bouxidiiig' and gamboUng 
fmmdy daimed thanks from me hj his z^y criesb 
I psitefl and earessed him, then seizing the dead 
anisttd, . levied oa to my horse, asid galloped baek to 
tbB hi^» Oh! tb»t glorious Kiik^ masoy a tearii^ 
gidlop ha?e I had since then, bist fh^ short five 
minutea^ with boiling blood, on my horse's bare neek^ 
BUKier me a horseman. Strange, too^ fr<^m tint time 
my hofse, which a moment before had kshed out at 
naie.witb his beds, seemed to ree^^^mse me, wbin^ 
nied as I ga^te Mm &od or caressed bun, and bowers 
cUfltanty a whistle or a wocd^ if ii but ooogbt his eair^ 
bEOogbt him at fiill sp^d to my side^ 
. TbtB9 passed our days in wOd gallope. after wild 
csi^le, CT wilder dingoes; sometimes a kai^are^ 
id»wed itseli^ and then I am afraid the eatt;le.wtfr« 
fur the time forgotte&y aj^ at headk»g speed we 
endeavoured to ride it down« SosM^in^s with a gii% 
.of which several of us could boast p€eaesaLo% yve 
would . add gaudily (^thed parrots,., blue bods, .an^^ 
Qtber i^inged inhabitants of the bosh, to our rarefy 
vwied meals. Sometimes an opossum (itot mu^h; 
relished) or a kangaroo appeared en our table^ and 
at Blight the wild tale, the merry soi^, or the riddle, 
would beguile ibe long hoia»k. 

Among the. things we had l^t behind in Adelaide^ 
were a number of books and magazine^) and on join- 
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ing' we had sent word down so that they might com« 
up with the next waggon - load of provisions, ' &c. 
These I read aloud as long as they lasted, and many 
a long and serious argument took place from the 
facts or fictions which thus were hrought under tfee 
notice of my companions. When we had read all 
these and discussed them thoroughly, it struqk me 
that, instead of reading them aloud again as had heen 
purposed, W and myself could find in our me- 
mories a goodly stock of novels, of which, if we could 
carry on the story in a consecutive manner, we could 
at least find materials for many a long evening. My 
proposal was hailed with acclamations, and through 
the long evenings of nearly three years which we 
spent there, most of the novelsof Scott, James, Mar- 
ryat, Bulwer, Cooper, and others, were retailed for 
their amusement, whilst neighhouring shepherds and 
drivers have ridden ten and twelve milos to spend 
il few hours, listen to the. story, afterwards wending 
hack their weary way cheerfully and contented. 

Ahout three months after we joined, we had a 
cattle-branding, which I will describe as a specimen 
of some scores at which I have subsequently asfsisted. 
Our cattle, being most of them old hands, did not 
require driving home like newly bought ones, 'which 
for some time after changing masters require con- 
stant care and watchfulness to prevent them start- 
ing off for their old run. In consequence of being 
ss closely watched, ours, though all near at hand, 
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were somewhat wild, and we knew we should have 
a ,job in getting them together. ^11 hands from the 
stations and runs around were therefore called upon 
for their assistance, which is always cheerfully ren- 
dered, as each master in turn requires the same 
accommodation. On the appointed morning then 
we mustered twenty-seven hands, all good men and 
true, and mounting, we dashed off, describing a large 
circle in order to bring all our herds in at once. 
After several hours the various lots were seen tend- 
ing towards the common centre, the stock-yard. 

This said yard, I should inform you, is a species of 
pound, constructed of course with reference to your 
requirements, with gear for slaughtering, branding, 
(&e. We had two, at some distance apart, and divid- 
ing the herd, a portion :was headed towai*d each. 
Now commenced the tug of war — no force, no per- 
suasion would induce many of them to pass the gates*; 
they seemed to anticipate what^as to follow ; the re- 
fractory would one moment dash off at full speed hoping 
to escape, charging everything that came in their 
way. Frustrated in that, one would dodge into the 
other parcel of cattle, and commence his pranks afresh 
th^e^ whilst not a few of them,, after several trials, 
lay down on the ground, and nothing but severe 
laahing would make the cunning brutes rise. At last 
they were all enclosed. Near the gates sat two of 
the older stockmen with the description-books, enter- 
ii^ the written portraits of all the youngsters we had 
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to mark. The btanding-irons are of varrons sorts; 
9ome owners are content with initials^ o&ers h$iver 
tt fancy for crosses, stars, Ac., and .some make nee 
of most unintdHgible hieroglyphics, and for no better 
reason than that the brand should not be imitated* 
Little good if it were, for such marks are always 
obscure, and the master or brasder- himsdf coidd 
seldom swear to Ihs stock. The brancBng-irons are- 
attached to a long handle to avoid injury to ihs 
operator's hands, and when heated to redness are 
applied to theftmk or sometimes the shoulder; Uaet 
ktter is, however, in my opinion a dangerous plaiu 
The cattle are lassoed and thrown down if fall grown^ 
or manifesting anything lihe a tartar spirit, but &e 
calves are* merely hauled close- to the stockading and 
tiien marked whilst standing. This job lasted u» 
fbr some hoars amidst shouts and laughter; oaa 
moment an unruly beast resisting all efforts- to eatdi 
the head in the noostd rope, or when caught and 
branded, making every one near fly from his frantic 
rage, the scampering men rolling over the rails in 
^Jifiiik haste to escape. What with blunders and 
narrow escapes from accident, peals of laughter, the 
hoarse bellowmg^of the caged cattle, and the shouts 
of those standing around volunteering advice and help, 
which served: to render the- '^confusion worse con- 
feunded,"' such a scene can be but fainfly described; 
to be appreciated it should be seen; 

After the branding had been completed, a jovial 
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feast was prepared for all hands. Beef and mutton— 
9ait and heahy roasit and boiled — ^were j^acsd npoa 
ihe planks wUch did dnty for table^ aecoBq>i»iied 
hj v^etaW©9 from our garden, damper, and tea in 
large pots^ and, after the inward mas bad beea 
soCii^ed, tobaoeo in plenty. Freeh tea vms bre#«dy 
pipesp Trere Hgbted and re%bted, and songs, and 
alories, and jest» went round until ft was time^ i» 
brisakup. 

. Occasionally tHis monotonous ytst stirrkg lift wav 
varied by a visit to the neighbouring stations, or l^ 
a small party at home, and thus were passed two 
years of our time, when we considered we were 
sufficiently Tersed in eattle 8»id slieep breec&ig^ to 
start boldly on our own aeeount; but the (M herd* 
man, or overseer, strongly advised us rather to ent^ 
mto some agreement with the genll^nan on whestt 
run we were employed, so fhaJ^ we m%ht oeeiqaj 
a portion of it with cattle we ^mlght ptordiase, either 
by payment of a smaU rent or by acti^ as assistonts 
in return for the aceommodation we received. Deenik* 
ing this advice too good to bo rqeeted, M— waa 
despatched next day to make all necessary airaogo^ 
ments. A second good hint had been given us by 
our old friend, that a bill was as good,, or nearly so, 
as hard cash when the endorser was known. M-^-^ 
was told to bear this in mind, and, as may be sop* . 
posed; sage were the counoils and advices ho that 
night received 3 though little H— ^— somewhat marred 
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the solemnity of the parting; exhortation by advising 

M to cut off a few feet of his hair and a few 

inches of his moustaches. There was a great deal of. 
truth in the observation, for barbers are scai'ce in the. 
bush^ and none of us had either time or inclination 
to care much about his toilet. A profusion of hair^ 
whiskers^ beard, and moustache, was therefore to be 
seen on each face, only trimmed suflSciently close 
with a pair of scissors or shears as not to interfere 
with the functions of eating or drinking ; altogether, 
our wild appearance would have enabled us to pass 
either as Robinson Crusoe or one of ^^ La Jeune 
France^^ and we often laughed to fancy the looks 
of astonishment and dismay which would greet our 
appearance at the west-end of London, whilst many 
were the expressions of doubt and wonder as to 
whether our best friends would recognize our browned 
and hair-covered visages. 

It was decided to send M down in consequence 

of the money at Adelaide having been paid in to his 
name; and as we fancy he is also the coolest head, 
of the party, it was doubly our object for him. to go. 
He stai'ted off the next morning, and only those who 
have undergone the ti'ial, can appreciate the fedings 
of anxiety and suspense to which we were the victims, . 
until his return about a fortm'ght afterwards. We 
knew well he v^ould waste but little time when he 
reached Adelaide in settling matters, but a thousand 
chances worried our minds after he had fairly set out : 
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he mig'ht lose bis way; might be thrown from his 
horse; be taken ill J and what could he do then^ or 
we either? Such was the state of oui* minds for 
some time ; and the only way I could find to relieve 
myself was by violent, and continuous action. I was 
in the saddle the whole day, skirting the run at ftill 
speed on the look-out for sti'ay cattle, and in the 
excitement of the rapid motion, and the care required 
to avoid holes and the trunks of falleh trees, I in 
some degi*ee lost my feelings of anxiety for my absent 
friend. 

One morning, however, whilst about a mile from 
our hut, I heard my name vociferated by H — ^, 
who the next moment came at a foil run towards 
me without hat or coat, his hair flying loose and 
looking like a wild man. '^ Hurrah ! he's back, and 
he's all right, and has not been ill ; and, what is more, 
he looks respectable, for he has not an atom of hair on 
his face now." I could not refrain from laughing, 
though my spurs were in my steed's side in a second 
as I made him spring forward towards the huts. It 
was a meny meeting ; for nearly three years we had 
been constantly together, and use being second nature, 
we missed each other wofuUy, though but separated 
for a few days. 

It occupied us but a short time to spread our rude 
table; and, after he had satisfied his hunger, we 
lighted our pipes, albeit early in the day, and squatted 
down to hear his report. He had arrived at Adelaide 



m THE BAHGAIJSr. 

safely enoi^h, and at onee proceeded to the residienea 
ot one of the gentlemen to whom w» had been m» 
debted for the adviee which had^ determined oitf 
mode of pocedare upon oar first arriTal. He htA 
already been anmsed to see Ae people staxe at hnoj 
accustomed as iJzej were to see the graaaers, &o.f 
oome down from the boeh, biit on inquiring of tbd 

servant for Mr. , he barst fairly into a latrgif 

at the woman^s look of amazement; and his merriment 
was not lessened by the surprise of the worthy gen- 
tleman and his family, who entirely failed to recoUeet^ 
him. On making himself known, however^ h© was 
most wanwly welcomed, aowi every assistance tea*- 
dered him to carry forward the views with wfaidi 
he had come down. Taking the* precaution ia the 
first place, however, to divest his face of the gccetee 
part of its hirsute covering, he proceeded with ent 

kind friend to see Mr. (the owner of the sot 

at which we weria), and on making knowm to him 
our views and wishes, he was met vrith the uiaamt 
cordiality and kindness. A short time sufficed to 
aiTange matters, and it was agreed that we mighi 
have 200 head of cattle at 2/. 5^. per head, and dHi. 
use of the ma £m mx months, it being understood 
that we assisted in the tending his herds as well as. 
our own; tlie payment to be made by two bills, the 
half at aix months, and the second half at twdve 
months after date. At the $ame tame he oSereA 
to let us have 500 head at the same rate^ or even 9,t 
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sm extaaddd ^ar^dit if tbo«iglLt fit This, liowereiv 

dtd B#t suit OUT vi^mSf aod M therefore ^edised 

iL The fact is* that a buui zoaj here always obtain 
good credit if lie be kaewn to be eober and indus- 
trkma, and if^ as i& our case, he be known to poasen 
a few hundreds in either of the banks^ he may obtain 
caredit to M least double the amount, and on most 
advantageous terms. 

This aifreeraest having beien made, M-— drew 
out a oouple of biUs, which having duly executed, he 
JaMdded over to the seller, receivij^ in retain an order 
to tjhe overseer to ddiver two hundred head of selected 
oattle to be allowed to remain u.pon the run for the 
space of sk calendar menths from that date ) and so 
behold us &irly launched into the Anstralian world 
as '/cattle holders on our own account The next 

tln«e days were .e»ployed by M. an attending at 

rarious places where he thought it likely jbe might meet 
wiUi fine catUe, in which at length he proved auc- 
oeasfiHl^ purchasing two qJendid young bull% colonial 
bred fi*om a I>urham sire, fivr thirteen pounds paid 
4evn; tJiese he had brought up with .hi»^ not deem- 
igig it worth while either to run the risl^ or go to the 
a^Mnse of hiring a man ftNr the purpose, and as he 
luid no further occasion to remain, he started next day 
with his purchase, first entering into airangements 
with persons in the town to send dowji such cattle, 
dbc, as we might desine to dispose of, to than for sale, 
«s th^ could best mjanage. Such was the substance 
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of our crony's tale. After tlianking and praising him, 
and admiring the two splendid brutes he had brought 
up with so much trouble, we sat ourselves down with 
joy and pride in our iiearts that we had at length 
thrown off the yoke of servitude, which, lightly as it 
sat upon our necks, still forcibly on occasions recalled 
itself to our minds ; still were we thankful that we had 
persevered in our determination, for now with know- 
ledge and increased capital, we started in a fair race, 
equal to any of our competitors and with nothing to 
fear; strong and energetic in our union, the weak- 
ness of one counterbalanced by the strength of another, 
like the old fable of the bundle of sticks. We felt 
that united we were a match for, and superior to, all 
opposition or trials, and that proving ti-ue to ourselves 
a straight road of success and happiness lay open to 
us, and we firmly resolved, "coute qui cottte" that 
success should be attained. 
^^-Tbe. next question was the sielection of our cattle; 
and as the branding gathering, (Sic., would soon' take 
place, we resolved to wait until that time, and select 

our animals as they were driven in. M had ordered 

a set of brands to be made and transmitted by the 
drags which were to arrive previous to our branding 
'the young yearlings, so that we should be thus all 
prepared at the .proper time 5 our brand was a circle 
with our three initials. 

A second source of care still remained, and that 
was the selection of a run for our cattle by the time 
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OUT tenancy expired, as we were well aware we could 
scarcely expect to remain after that time even at a 
naonej rent, as at particular seasons the pasturage was 
but little more than a bare sufficiency for the owner's 
herds. It was a subject of long consideration and 
debate among us, especially as we well knew thex'e 
was nothing for sixty or seventy miles round which 
would suit us, and it was absolutely necessaiy that 
one or other of us should personally view the gTounds 
about, before we took up the run. As the presence of 
all three was not required at the branding it was 
finally resolved that I should be the travelling member 
of the firm, and should start at once in quest of eligible 
ground and water for our beasts, and that in the event 
of finding such a place, I should at once proceed to 
make sure of it. 

We had bargained with Mr. for the pui'chase 

of the horses we had been in the habit of ridmg, ob- 
taining the three for the sum of thirty-six pounds; 
so seeing that my old companion was in good trim for 
a journey, I resolved to start next morning with old 
- " Chance" and his son " Beauty " — this latter was, if 
possible, uglier than his &ther ; still he was staunch 
03 steel and a favourite with us all. My instructions 
were to find, if possible, a run with a good constant 
. supply of water, either by pools or stream, as near as 
possible to the roads and to the towns, and as little 
, infested with " sci-ub" or dense underwood rfs might be ; 
of course trees were wanted for shade, if they could be 



iOi AN EXPLORING PABTT. 

met with. All these poiats were to he fully conftidered, 
and as good an average attained as the land I should 
fall in with would allow. 

The next day I accordingly took my departure^ find 
as it was quite possible I might have to camp out, I 
took good care to -carry with me a small store of salt 
meat and damper, as well as good store of ammunition 
— :heing armed to the teeth in case of a rencontre with 
a strong native or hushranger, either of whom is in- 
elined to he civil to a man with a loaded piece in his 
hand. £nowing that it was of no use attempting to 
procure ladd to the westward, I started off in a^i 
^sterly direction, intending to cross the Murray on 
its upper stream, and then seek through the country 
down towai'ds the coas£, trusting much to he able to 
obtain information of anything worth having at the 
shepherds' huts in the course of my journey; cir- 
cumstances which happened induced me, however, 
slightly to change my route, and well was my search 
rewarded by. sudi a ohan^ge. 

As I had expected, I found that I sliould have to 
make myself as happy and comfortable as I could in 
the open air for the night, and continued forward in 
the approaching gloom merely to look out &r a 
comfortable-looking spot This I was not long in 
finding; when, unsaddling my horse and picketing 
him whwe he was sheltered and had plenty of good 
herbage, I set to work lighting a large fire under the 
lee of some thick scrub, which sheltered me fi-om the 
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drauglit of the tiight-air which was gently sighing 
ai'ouad. A little tin pot soon procured me some tea, 
and making a hearty meal, I lighted my pipe and was 
soon lost in deep reveries ; at one time recalling dear 
old England and the friends I had left there, and then 
running over the events of my life here. 

From these thoughts I was recalled by the fierce 
barking of the two dogs, who, springing from their 
cosy berth close to the embers of the buniing wood, 
were now dashing about the edge of the bush threaten- 
ing some one or some thing within. Thinking some 
of the natives might be trying to come upon me un- 
awares, I x*apidly cocked and levelled my piece at a 
spot where the rustling of branches and leaves plainly 
pointed out the presence of a living object, sing-ing 
out that I '^should fire if no one made his appear- 
ance." 

" Call ofi* these confounded dogs, then," exclaimed 
a rough voice, and biinging them to my side by a 
whistle, the thick underwood was pushed aside by a 
couple of rough looking men, whom I at once set 
down as escaped prisoners. As I, however, did not 
wish actually to Imofv this to be a fact, I stopped the 
elder man of the two, who was about to explain 
matters, and telling him that I never had been a 
curious man, I proffered them a share in what re- 
mained of my salt meat and damper, which was 
accepted and demolished with an alacrity that spoke 
volumes for the hunger they must have been endurin 
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Giving them some tobaoco they were speedily ia the 
seventh heaven of happiness. I soon learned from the 
odds and ends of their converse that they mast have 
scrambled through forest and scrubs over mountain 
and waste and barren sands, for nearly five hundred 
miles (even allowing they had progressed in a straight 
line), f<^ they mentioned having crossed the Liverpool 
range and the course of the Macquarie. They in* 
tended, they said, to get employed near Adelaide until 
an opportunity offered to return to England, cis tkejt 
^^ were quite tired of this country J' 
. Learning the object for which I was wanderings 
about, they advised me to keep to nearly a due easterly 
course, if anything, slightly tending to the southward, 
towards the track between Sydney and Melbcmme, 
assuring me I should meet good pasture^land and 
water, though in many places heavily timbered. After 
ehatting some time, one of them heaped fresh wood 
on the fire, and we then dispersed ourselves to sleep—* 
a sign first calling dd *' Chance" to my side, where 
-J^ejay all night. Before day - break, however, my 
&ti*angeacmiaintances were afoot, and warmly thanking' 
me and bidd^ ^^ God-speed, departed in a directi<m 
to cross the Mu^^ ^^d towards Adelaide- 

J felt very doub^l ^ ^ proceeding as they h$A 
advised me, inasmucli^^ ^^® distance was so great^ 
but if the land were suc^^'* ^^^J described, and near 
the Melbourne road, the atf^antages would have mor^ 
*han counterbalanced the ' ^^ KeMoaing^ 
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thus, I ddtermined at once to strike off in the direetiott 
indicated^ making all speed to satisfy myself of the 
truth or falsity of their representations. My journey 
lay through a low, bushy country, with clumps rf 
gaunt gum-trees scattered here and there. I had to 
pass dev^pal ravines and gullies, and in one place I 
crossed the bed of what, in the rains, would be a con- 
siderable stream^ running into the Murray, Imt now 
a sueeessioQ of small pools. The banks had a most 
beautiful appeamnoe,-^a thick belt of shrubs, inters 
mingled with a species of ivy, whose small, dark, 
shining leaves formed a beautiAil contrast with the 
other colours of the aurronnding foliage. I had hard 
work, however, to get through, as this same ivy 
bound up the whole of the shrubs into one tangled 
mass ; and, in ascending the bank^ I had fairly to cut 
a way through. 

The same country, covered with low bushes, clumps 
of wretched-looking trees, and here and there a slight 
eminence of stones, lay before me as far as I could see. 
Tt was at once apparent that it was of no use driving 
my horse so hard, for that *' camp out*' must be the 
order of the day (or rather night) again. The dogs 
had been snappit^ at kangaroo-rats at frequent in- 
tervals, so that I had no fear as to their being in good 
condition ; but it struck me, if I should again have a 
couple of visitors at my night^s bivouac, I should be 
viJMung short of my next day's fare. However, no 
rach event happened, and by my solitary fire I sat 
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smoking and sleeping through the long nighty till^ as 
the faint gleams of morning shot along the horizon^ 
I blelir up the fire, and fortifying myself for my 
onward journey^ I mounted^ and again travelled for* 
ward. 

My progress^ from the nature of the country^ had 
necessarily been comparatively slow, so that aftei: 
pushing on until after mid-day, I began to imagine I 
must have deviated considerably from, my line of 
march, as before this I had calculated on striking 
the Murrumbidgee ; it was nearly evening, however, 
before I came upon the bank, and glad was I to see 
the waters shining in front of me, as I pushed through 
the tangled undergrowth of shrubs along the course 
of the stream. At the spot where I struck it, there 
was a tolerable body of water, the stream forming a 
kind of sheltered reach, which in the times of drought 
is, I doubt not, one of the large ponds or lakes 
which are the only indications of the course of an 
Australian river at such periods. Not feeling dis- 
posed to hunt along the bank for a naiTower spot^ 
especially as evening was rapidly drawing on, and I 
was almost certain to meet with some station or other 
near at hand, I spurred my horse in, and half 
wading> half swimming, we passed ov^r : the cool^ 
refresluDg feel of the water relieving me of some part 
of the fatigue which I f tJt. I speedily perceived indi- 
^tions of man's presence, both on. the opposite bank, 

1 in the country itself j aod after riding about a 



• BUSH HOSPITALITY. 69 

mile forward, the welcome sig-ht of a large sheep-fold 
and hut gave me assurance of a comfortable meal. 
The dogs speedily catching sight of me, commenced 
their noisy salute, to which ^^ Chance" and " Beauty" 
as promptly replied. Riding up to the door, I was at 
once welcomed by the two inmates ; and, first paying 
due attention to my horse, I entered, and was soon 
lost in the agreeable duty of demolishing mutton- 
steaks, and damper, and tea, all steaming hot. Sitting 
round the fire afterwards, I learned that the advice I 
had received from the two runaways was true in all 
its bearings, the land about being good for pasturage, 
with a sufficiency of water, and in many places good 
cover of trees scattered here and there. 

Their hut was one of the out-stations of the run, and 
they had been there for abont five weeks, but expected 
to be shortly relieved, though they did not seem to 
dislike their lonely life. They had been, they said, 
very fortunate in not having lost a single sheep 
during the time they had been there, though on fre- 
quent occasions the dingoes had been close to the 
spot, the dogs alone preventing their attacking the 
flocks. If I wanted a good run, they advised me to 
locate in some part of the space between the Murrum^ 
bidgee and Murray, a very great portion being good 
plains, intersected by creeks and pools. Towards the 
northern, or rather norfch-east portion, the ground was 
lm)ken, and heavilj'^ wooded, though good pasturo was 
to be obtained ; the vicmity of the hills, as a general 
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^ing, affording a certainty of water in tto iaaiU 
mvines atid pools. 

Chatting over the«e and similar matters^ tita time 
passed on^ until the one whoiM turn it was to watch, 
took possession of a kind of box lying outside, dosing^ 
in which, with all the dogs on tha alert for dingoe or- 
stxanger^ he passed away the night. His companiaik 
and myself still sat smoking and talking of home, US 
fatigue admonished us to wrap ourMlves up and M» 
down to sleep. 

Next day, I again started onward, receifi^ diree^ 
tions as to how the stations lay, and also whicfa wer» 
unlocated spots. I was, howerer^ spared modi 
trouble, travel, and anxiety, by meeting, two days 
afterwardst, at one of the large squatting stations, the 
sheep^wner who had taken the whole of the immenas 
run upon which I had been travelling. Eitowing the 
errand upon which I had come down, he ofi^red ffiO 
die i»e of his land (provided his own immedkte flocks 
and herds were not interfered with), at the rate cxf 
twopence per head per annum. This propod^on I at 
imce closed with, it being agreed that our catUe were 
to be considered as equally ttee wi^ his own stock to 
traterse any part of the run. I thus obtained the use 
and advantages of an immense space of land for the 
same sum that we should have paid for a very small 
one. 

The next three or four days I employed in riding 

"^er the country, in various directions } and pleased as 
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I bad bden at first, I was even more so after a closer 

ezaminatioii had shown me the capabilities and extent 

of the pasturage around. In consequence I suppose of 

the creeks and rivers keeping the country tolerably 

SKust (I am speaking of Australia), the herbage was 

nuich closer than I have before seen it, the prevailing. 

character of the grass which had hitherto come under 

my observation, having been somewhat scant, so that 

tihe gromid was plainly visible between the blades; 

here, however, it was much closer, and in spots 

formed clumps as dose as our meadow swards in 

England. The apple-trees (so called) were scattered 

ift small clumps ; and some other trees, whose name I 

do not know, were also sparely scattered over the 

landscape, the green of the leaves looking doubly 

beautiful in my eyes, from the contrast with the 

wretched gum trees with the stripes of bark depending 

around them, which I had hitherto been in the habit 

of seeing around me. It was then, and istill is, ft 

matter of some surprise to me, that no &rming has yet 

been carried on in this locality, for I feel sure the land 

would amply repay the labour and expense; and when 

the country is more densely populated, it will become 

one of the granaries of the whole continent : its great 

disadvantage at present isy of course, its distance from 

either of the capitals; l)ut as the stream' of population 

flows upwards, the roads will become good, and the 

produce of this part of the country find a ready 

market and sale* 
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After having thus made my arraDg'ements, I thought 
it high time to stai-t for home^ as I well knew M - ' ■ 

and H would be anxiously expecting to hoar as to 

my success, or otherwise ; and as we wei'e in first- 
rate travelling trim^ I resolved to push on as iiu^ 
as possible, which, knowing the road, I could now 
safely do, 

I turned my face towards home at once, starting' in 
the early morning ^ and as at a stretching gallop (our 
usual pace here) we flew over the ground, I felt that 
with health and all the prospect of success in life, I 
had done a wise thing in leaving England, and trust- 
ing to the rough, primitive life of the bush for greater 
comfort and happiness than I had a chance of pos* 
sessing beforo* 

Onward I pressed, taking the precaution, however, 
of learning from one of the men on the run, where I 
could pass the river without dashing in as I had done 
on my amval; and passing over comfortably, I urged 
my course still on, as fast as I could go with due 
regard to my steed's legs. My homeward path was 
quiet and peaceable enough, the only things I saw 
being an occasional kangaroo, whose head would be 
popped up to reconnoitre me, and then, astonished 
rather than alarmed at the sight of myself and dogs, 
a bound would carry him yards forward, perhaps to 
stop and gaze again. I could have shot several, but 
they were of no use to me, situated as I was, and the 
dogs could generally snap the small spedes called 
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kangaroo-rats^ in sufficient quantities to appease their 
af^tites; the larger ones thus escaped unscathed— 
Hfeore than they would have done had a station heen 
within half a dozen miles of the place where I saw 
them. 

Throughout the whole course of my route^ I had 
been careful to notice all the peculiarities of the 
way, and also the quality and quantity of the herbage^ 
as I calculated on bringing our cattle the same way I 
had come, being, with but trifling yariation, a straight 
line. My great trouble was, that for nearly seventy to 
eighty miles before reaching the Murrumbidgee, ihere 
was scarcely any water except in a few pools, which 
would not supply one*half our stock : wherever I saw 
any indication of water, therefore^ I dashed off to 
examine the spots, and thus, though I found many 
small water-ponds, I could plainly see that a portion 
at least would have to keep to the southward of my 
course in order to procure the necessary supply of the 
precious fluid; the rest could pass along the direct 
route, a(d meet the remamder on the other aide of the 
river. This, however, would double the length of that 
portion of the journey, for that part of the stock which 
would keep to the southward; and an addition of 
seventy miles in a country where there is much scrub, 
is alike harassing to the stock and its di-ivers. 

I reached our old place late on the eighth day 
since I left the spot I had fixed on for our run, for I 
had been obliged to be carefiil of pushing my hoi*se 



74. INCRBASB OF STOCK. 

too faard^ as he had become a good deal distressed by 
my frequent excursions into the brush after Water. 
Mjr arrival was hailed, as may be believed^ with loud 
acclamations of pleasure 5 and scarcely could I obtain 
time to eat; so many and so eager were the queatioBS. 
aaked. At length, having satisfied myself^ I proceeded 
to satisfy tihem, and had the pleasure of finding all 
my neaeurss approved; not only by my colkf^^ues^ 
but also by the old and experienced bfaids amund. 
In return I was told that it had been heU advisaUa 
to iaorease Q«r stocky as three of us could easily 
maoage tieUe the number we possessed. My coosettt 
beiagy of oourae^ immediately giveu; the pirehase of 
340 head, which had been already seleeted, was at 

once conriuded by M ■■ ■ , making oar total number. 

440beaiCs* 

As none of us Mtjmuoh inclined to be hutkeqper, wo 
concluded an agreement with one of the nsen on the 
run, wfaoee time was up, to aeoompaay us in that 
capacity; receiving 2bL per annum and his reitions^ 
This beiftg settled; the question arose as to ta^g the 
animals down to our station ; and; after many pro» 

and c^My we resolved that M ■- and tiie hutkeepei* 

should keep to the course of the stream; where tbey 
were sure to find water, with 800 head ; whilst H---** 
and myself should posh krw^td with the remainder, 
and commence proceedings in our new location ; and 
4s the herbage was now in good condition, we re- 

Ted to start off as soon as possible> notwithstand^g 



the los» of th« grazing foar the dt mon&s^ as previoiuily 
aglmd oa between M-— — aiHi our old master and 
fnmAdy Mr. — — . 

Some time was necessarily lost in makmg various 
amiBg«mentB^ and abo in determining which were to 
bo the beasts to go aXob^ the upper route^ tfao 
strongest, of eourse, being selected for that pitf pose^ 
ae it was most probable that thojr would be somewhat 
distnsised by die time we stnudc tiie Murrambidgee. 
SbiTing determined <m the division of our fiHrees, as 
I have told you^ we got the eatde together ; and all 
of them having now received onr branding marke 
and been entev^d in our etock book, we separated 
tbem into two herds, and prepaMl to stcut^ oonfident 
that, bfed as they had be<m on ike same run, they 
would Mt stray far unless the whole body went adrift, 
and that #oidd oauiie us littJe trouUe, a large body 
being eaeily traced. 

On tho next morning we started, bidding adieu^ 
with regret, to the companions with whom we had 
80 long been associated; nearly two years and a 
quarter having now elapsed since we first made out 
appearance there fresh from Adelaide. However, we 
were not the firat who had left the place, starting in 
the world ; and with bright prospects before us, we 
drove off the slight gloom ever attached to a parting 
scene. H^— — and myself were the ones starting 
now, it being considered advisable to drive off our lot 
dear before the others passed, so that M— *-*- and the 
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man did not leave till next day. Our progress 
was uninteresting enough — slowly passing thi'ough the 
country I have already described, seldom exceeding 
a walk» and camping at night near one of the waters 
pools for the benefit of our charge, one always oti 
the alert with the dogs, and his arms ready to be used 
at a moment's notice — he towards dawn rousiiig up 
his companion in order to obtain a snooze before starts 
ing. Such for nine days was our life: sometimei^ 
provokingly enough, the animals would scarcely move 
along at all, and ten or twelve miles was a good day's 
work under suck oiroumstances. The last thI^ee days, 
however, we were compelled to, press them forward^ a« 
I was well aware they would otherwise get no water j 
and, rambling at night, probably would be lostf ory 
being tired out, become a prey to the dingoes. The 
last day I beg-an almost to despair, for the greater 
part of them were nearly done up with a long day'» 
march and but a scanty supply of water the previoua 
days; our horses, too, showed signs of flagging. It 
HjTOuld hot do, however, to give up; and we still kept 
pressing the poor binites as much as we dared. On a 
sudden they voluntarily quickened their pace, evidently 
conscious that there was a stream ahead, and though 
still at a considerable distance, they carried on their 
increased speed until the long wished-for element was 
at hand. A, task of no ordinary difficulty now pre- 
sented^ itself: the bank was steep, and covered with, 
tangled bushes and underwood ; and as the water wa4 
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ia plenty below, we feared lest any of the animals 
falling should be lost. Riding between the bank and 
the herd, we contrived, by the aid of our good dogs 
and the lavish use of heav^'^-thonged whips, to dii*ect 
the course towards a part of the stream where the 
bank was low and sandy, though the brushwood was 
quite as thick, perhaps even more so, than above* 
Cutting a way through for the leading members of 
our bovine family, those who followed speedily widened 
the passage, and their noses were soon buried in the 
welcome fluid. As we had resolved not to pass over 
till the next day, we headed back the herd 5 and 
making such rough arrangements as we could contrive 
to prevent their strayiiig to the stream and crossing, 
we prepared to -pass the night; the whole of the 
animals, to our great delight, making play upon the 
scattered herbage and shrubbery, evidently none the 
worse for their journey or involuntary abstinence 
during the past three days. 

Our anxiety, however, speedily made itself apparent 
by our frequent and suspicious glances through the 
gloom, to make Bute the herd was not straying^ and 
as we both came to the conclusion that sleep was out 
of the question, we brought our horses nearer to us, 
ready for the saddle, should occasion require 3 a blazing 
&re was made up, tea prepared to last the night, and our 
pipes replenished as well. I wish we had an Australian 
poet, who cotdd sing*, in Byronic strains, the praise of 
tabaceo) iind lend the charms of verse to place the 
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herb ia tke posititm of loftj pve-eminenee it deserves. 
Wliat should we be here without it? What oouid 
Aupply its place? No matter to ibe shepherd m 
stoekmao^ to the travdler or squatter^ if meat^ damper^ 
or even tea, run short; but to be on short ftllowttK)e> 
or destitute^ of tobacco would be privation-^^niswjr 
indeed ! No loss could press so heavily, Nothing eoult 
be more severely &lt, than such a mdamlty. To look 
ftt a hut in which an Australian smoktng*pftfty it 
assembled, the startled spectator would fancy tibe hot 
was on fire ; but no such thing. Let. him enter the 
small crib, and a dozen red sparks will be vkible, the 
""'-'— — "gBlrtng^ bowls of as many pipesy whose owneie were 
thus seeking sc^ace after their day of unremittitty 
toil- 
In England, I &ncied myself a smoker'^vanity; and 
delu9lan» and vexation of spirit ! I was only learning, 
for there I puffed out a few eigars; here a short blade 
pipe and strong tobacco is the style of thing, ajmosl 
literally from morning till night, and fit»i night to 
momiiig roond again. Throughout that long nigh^ 
then, H-^— - and myself sat by. our fire, smoking^ 
chatting, and drinking tea till morning. If by chanee 
our heads drooped with drowsiness, a feding of appre* 
hension immediately oaused us to i^iring up, and, in- 
voluntarily laying the hand on our guns, look carefully 
and suspiciously around in quest of our charge. In 
point of fact, the novelty of our position, and the 
^oAstaat state of ears and anxiety in which we had 



LOST CATTLB. 79 

bem during^ |he past fortnight^ had its invamUa e£hoi 
upon tiM mind ; so that, even when the body 
demanded repose, the nobler port^ impressed with the 
oaib whioh had* been niade upon it, resolntely refused 
to oast off its suspieious vigilance, but, on the alert 
itsctf, compelled the body, albeit with a bad grace, to 
follow its example. 

Thiis passed the night ; and in the morning, we had 
the mortification to find our numbm^ eight short, our 
two young bulls among the missing. A close search 
was at once instituted along the banks ; and after a 
eonsidereble time, we discovered that they had not 
l^rossed, but had travelled away along the bank 
towards the northward. Leaving H^— - wifli the 
rest of the herd, and all the dogs except my own two, 
who wdre close at my horse's heels, I pushed as &st as 
I eould through the bush, following the track of the 
Ibgitives, which was plainly enough to be seen. I was, 
however, nearly two hours before I caught sight of 
tb^B, strolling along leisurely, browsing on the scat* 
tared grass and tender ^)routs of the shrubs. Making a 
dig^ detour, I turned them ; and as I was resolved to 
cross, and get some distance on that day, I pressed 
them along their trail, only succeeding in again joining 
H— •-«- towards noon-day. 

In no rery amiable mood, we proceeded to drive out 
atiimals across; and a pretty job we had. Some pre- 
ferred to go up and some wanted to go down streamy 
iMne were seised with an intense desire of examininr 
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the baoks^ and shrubs on the banks; whilst others, 
again, lay down in the shallow watery calmly disregard* 
ing all our shouts/ and even our whips^ expostulating^ 
with loud-mouthed bellowings, at our half-/i'antio 
efforts to get them up and across; noisy barkings 
were added to the uproar, as the dogs, ininning here^ 
swimming there, endeavoured to ajkl us; whilst an 
unruly member of the herd, pawing the ground, head 
down and tail up, was only in doubt wheth^ to charge 
the dogs or the men. His doubts wei*e speedily dis- 
pelled ; for my whip, descending upon his side, raised 
doubts in his mind as to the kind of country on the 
other side, and he at once plunged into the stream so 
as to solve the difficulty. 

At last, imagine us all safe across, and now upon our 
own ground, though the spot I had mai-ked out in my 
mind's eye for om' station was forty or forty-five miles 
distant.. Near the river, however, it was necessaiy we 
should remain, until joined by M- — — and the re- 
mainder of the stock ; when I proposed to leave them> 
and stai*t forward, to get the necessary buildings, £c., 
erected by the time they had recruited their animals, 
^-andJiravelled slowly down.to the place. 

Our great fear was that, though, during the day 
by " tailing " our animals, we could keep them all safe, 
yet at night it was very pos.^ible they might head back ; 
we therefore proceeded some little distance on in order to 
arrive at the station I before mentioned as stopping at 
when I first came down ; as I trusted, by the aid of the 
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shqdtfitds^ to knock up a rade inclosure^ for the pur- 
pose of keepings them together at nighty dunng tbe 
time we remained. Upon arriving', howeTer, we found 
that they and their flock had left ; but as the remains 
of the fold they had used was still standing, we con* 
trived, by the aid of some saplings and bush-vines, to 
make the place tolerably secure, though a restless beast 
could have easily leaped the pale, if it felt disposed. 

Feeling more at ease now that the chances of loss 

were so marvellously diminished, I proposed to H 

to leave him for three days, calculating that one day's 
hard riding would take me down, another bring me 
back, leaving the intermediate one to rest my horse, 
and enable me to make some arrangements. He agree^ 
ing, I left him all the dogs, and started at once^ 
reaching the spot I was bound for in good time the 
same day. 

On making known my wants, I was told that there 
were in the neighbourhood some tame blacks^ who 
could run up a couple of bark huts, weather tight, and 
quite large enough for our purpose, in three or four 
days; and that a messenger should be sent off at 
once to a creek at some distance, where a large party 
of sawyers were located, to bring up a couple or three 
to s^t to work at our stockyard. 

Sure enough, the next morning brought blacks and 
whites ; the latter, as you may imagine, weiB the first 
attended to, as we should not have minded sleeping in 
the open ait; provic!e4 we felt assured of the safety 
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«ad well-beingf of our stock. After a long* conmiUft* 
tioo, it was agreed that the sawyers' were to provide 
mateiials for and erect a stock-yard, eleven yards 
hy six, three railed, with a partition across (making 
in effect two yards each, five ond half by six rods), 
of strong stringy bark, fitted with all the gear neces- 
sary 5 viz. gallows, milking-ranges, <£c., • the total 
sum to be paid being 7L They were then to run 
us up a large hut, and a small one ; the former 
divided so as to serve for a storehouse as well, for 
which we were to pay a ftirther sum of £16. The 
woi*k was to be commenced immediately, and be sub- 
ject to the approval of any one of us, and be paid 
fta* on completion by cheque. The " blackies " we left 
in the hands of the overseer of the neighbouring' 
flocks, who saw our huts run up, and paid the natives 
in various goods, the total value of which was undei* 
a couple of pounds. 

Having thus started them at work on the part of the 
run I contemplated making use of, I started back to 

relieve H from his troublesome and lonely duty* 

was glad enough at my amval ; for, single- 
handed, he had been harassed severely in bringing up 
the herd,*and counting them into the yard. 

Accoi*ding to our calculations, we might every 

day expect to see M and the remainder of. the 

cattle; and consequently we contrived, as much as 
possible, to keep our herd grazing along the banks, : 
or within a reasonable distance of the stream. It waa ] 
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not until the twenty-third daj^ however^ that we per* 
cetved their approach, their journey having thus taken 
thirty-two days ; and the state of anxiety in which we 
were. from day to day may well be imagined. All 
kinds of gloomy ideas had taken alternate possession 
of our minds ; and several times we had seriously de- 
bated whether it would not be advisable to drive our 
herd up to the station, hire a man to take charge, and 
then, with some of the blacks, who are noted for th^* 
sagacity in the pathless bush, start in quest of our 
missing fn^ds. But now all was right; they were 
in sight ; and hastily drivisg our lot into the yard, 
leaving Chance fastened to the old hut, and the other 
dogs loose about, we dashed off to assist in the passage. 
It was a joyous meeting ; and in answer to our inqui- 
ides, we learned that, although both were well, and 
the cattle safe, yet a weary march had been traversed 
since we had parted. We had little difficulty in bring- 
hxg them across ; and, as our immediate charge was 
little likely to stray now, we released them, and incar- 
cerated about two hundred of the wilder animals just 
anived* 

After all our arrangements had been made, and tea 
despatched, we requested a narrative from^M-: — - of 
his disasters. It appeared they had left the next day 
as'agreed on, and found the route tolei'ably clear and 
open, affording pasturage sufficient for the animals, as 
also water. After having progressed in this manner 
foi* four day«, their course was stopped by a m^irshy 
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pidoe of land, which they endearour^ ta ptss raami^ 
hu^ owiog to the doasQ growth of underwood, Ibimd 
impossible ; two days were loet in vain attempts, and^ 
1^ lengthy not liking to retrace their steps^ they re« 
solved upon crossing the stream. With difficulty and 
an immensity of trouble they succeeded^ but fate was 
against them> and twice again they orosaed and re^ 
crossed the course of the river, ere they were enabled 
to keep steadily forward to the point indicated &c 
our meeting. 

They had had no flour for above a fortnight, and 
for some days had been destitute of tea and tobacco^ 
subsisting on kangaroos, several of whidi they had 
knocked over, and pt^eserved the skins ^ on one or two 
occasions the man succeeded in obtaining some fish. 
They did not look any the worse for their privations, 
as we laughingly assured them; still we could feel 
for them, knowing the discomforts of such a case. 

They were eager to push on, however, and the 
cattle being in good condition, and quite equal to it, 
it was voted, nem, €(m*j that I should ride on to sea 
all ready, and they should follow with their chaifpe.M 
I was always s^acted for these pioneer jobs : they all 
seemed to look upoaa me as a land of wandering Jew; 
and certainly I never was more haj^y.than in the 
saddle, and on the move. 

Off again, then: on reachii^ what in foture was to 

be home, I found all finished — and well finished ; the 

rerseer had seen all done, riding over every day to 
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see how matters were going on, and, certainly, taking 
as mvbck mtereat in it as tbough the aifiiirliad been 
Idsown* 

On my firsi arriTal, no one was about the jdaoe, but 

two of the blacks, who had been directed to watch frr 

tA, and report our arrival. These same bbeks are 

qiie^ fotddng fellows, straight and tall, with rather 

iiitelligent features, certainly much more so than my 

reading had induced mejto conceive ; they have con* 

siderable corporations of their own, and all are wilKng ' 

to do their best to increase them, being very fond of 

eatangy especially of flour, tea, sugar, and tobacco; a 

small piece of the latter, hdd up as an inducement to 

do some trifling task, almost invariably carrying the 

point The J are very grxid^tempef ed too, and obliging, 

feeling a degree of pride in any trust placed in thieon, 

and very seldom abusing it. They are useful too from 

their skiU in tracking footsteps; seldom failing to trade 

and recover any stray cattie or sheep ; they are very 

clever at removing bark from trees, their climbing 

pewters aiding them most wonderfully. I have often 

aeen one of ^jiese t&ll fellows with the whole weight of 

his body lasting on tiie point <»f his big toe, wlueh Was 

plaoed in a small notch he had cut with hs tomahawk ia 

the tree. They iu*e caj^tal fisheimen too, and if wdl 

treated^ I fully believe are equal to a wlute man as a 

shepherd in the bush. There is no doubt that they 

ai^ very rude and uncivilized in manners and habits 

<rf life ; but the stories that are related of their being 



8G A STRANGE COMPANY. 

little better than the veriest brute beasts, are all trash 
and falsehood. In the towns where they are degraded , 
by drink, and other causes, these tales may have some J 
truth, but in the biish I emphatically and again repea vt 
that it is false. 

My black companions soon had a glorious fire ■ • for 
me, and making some damper and tea, I set to v/^ork, 
giving them a portion, much to their delight./^ "h 
soon as they had finished, tbey prepared to sta ^t off 
to the overseer's to let him know of my arrival, ' giving 
me to understand, in their broken English, thg^ 't thiej 
should run all the way, and should not stop unfrai mej 
returned with the person they were going to. f ' 
, Seated in front of the fire, quietly smoKmg*, I 
passed away nearly three hours, when, at full speed, 
arrived some seven or eight of the men, employed at 
our neighbour's sheep station, bringing meat, tea, and 
tobacco, evidently intent on making, me comfortable, 
and themselves happy, and a merry evenii^ indeed 
we passed. 

Strange was the company thus gathered' together ; 
the overseer had been an old soldier, who, years ago, 
had come into the country; three of the bthers had 
been in the British naval service, two were eman- 
cipists, and I myself a City clerk. How cifferent our 
positions now ! the old man was content&d, and did 
nofwsh to leave the snug berth in whch he was ; 
but a!Lt^® othei*s were looking* forward to becoming 
stock orbnd holders on a greater o'- One 
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of the sailors who had been a midshipman^ being now 
on the run with the same view as had induced our 
trio to commence our career as cattle drivers. 

When down here before, I had concluded an arrange- 
ment by which Mr. P 's drays were to bring up 

the supplies we should stand in need of, and I now 
anxiously inquired whether the orders I had sent 
down to Melbourne had been executed and arrived. 

" Oh ! yes," was the reply, " Mr. has heard 

your party so highly. spoken of by fiiends of his in 
Adelaide, that he has added several articles, which he 
thought you stood in need of, subject, of course, to 
your own and friends' approval." 

On further inquiry, it appeared that our old master 
was acquainted with Mr. — , and that it was through 
him that we had been so well spoken of. But the 
best friends must part, and leaving the two natives, 
the whole started back for their own huts at a late 
hour* 

The next day was occupied in getting over our 
somewhat incong^ous and multitudinous assemblage 
of stores— tea, tobacco, sugar, gunpowder, lead, flour, 
salt, soap, nails, and other articles of ironmongery, 
three saddles, and gear appertaining. Mr. — had 
added to the list of articles which I had ordered, some 
good rope, several axes of different sorts and sizes, two 
tarpaulins, and the same nimiber of chums, and a 
iitock of stationery, which had escaped my memory 
«atirely. All these, with the aid of my blacks, I got 
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sftfely housed in the back part of our botod house; 
and at night, as I listened to their animated Matter, 
as they sat on the oppoeite side of the fire, smokiag. 
the tobacco I had given them, and caressing my two 
dogs, who lay contentedly by them, I made a ffllent. 
but firm resolution, that I would try whether kindness: 
could not make them more settled in their bafaii% 
their restless, roving dispositions bemg the only banrieTy 
an the opinion of those who know them weU, to their 
'becoming good and useful members of society. This 
biurier is, however, a very — ^very great one; yet I 
feel assured, that though I was not enabled to carry 
out my views, had time but permitted, I could have 
overcome it, and conquered the only remaining trait of 
aavage life, which I could perceive in these harmleos 
aborigines. 

Next day my friends arnved with the cattle; and 
highly commended was I for all my arrangemients, and 
for the spot I had selected for our settlement, the 
which commendati(flis I received in a proper spirit of 
humility, laughingly iwninding them of the " Wan- 
dering Jew,^' a cognomen which they had thought fit 
to fix upon me. Our "friend, the overseer, came over 
in the lattm* part of the day, and though he had eoU'- 
sideredi the price we had paid ibr our stock ae rather 
high, he acknowledged, on seeing them, tiiat we had 
made a good purchase, every head having be^i picked 
>li care from the vast herds of our lail^ station, 
young Durham bulls attracted his a£t4ntion> bdw^ 
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aver, greatly ; ke praised tbem mucfa^ and eaid tiitt^ 
if oare were taken always to use sach aires in 1)r8ediiig| 
A« Australian eattle woqU eooa tsurpaas any in the 
world. I do not know about ^nrptmrng ; but with 
the ear^ which ia Bngland is faestowad upon the 
breeds, I am eertaia w« eould tfml the best the old 
country ovor has or eonld prodnee. 

We aeat off one of our blacks to the sawyer's eamp 
to bring np the men to whom we were indebted. At 
the overeeer'a saggesttons (or rather commands) they 
had made, in my absence, sundry alterati<ms, and, t con- 
fess, improvements, enhancing the cost of our various 
buildings. M--«-^ drew a cheque for 89/. for the 
snwyors, and another for Mr. -— for the goods 
hvoaght up by tiie drays and also supplied to the 
natives, for 78/., our stock of goods being a tolerably 
large oae. We three then taking poesession of tlie 
smaller hut — the largo one being entirely a etore — ^the 
hutkeeper waAput in possession of the stronger of the 
two bark ones, whilst our bkckies and dogs, too, 
seemed tacitly to lay violent hands (and feet) upon the 
odiw. 

Our stock>yard waa very s^KNog, and large enouj^ 
for treUe our present oxtent of business ; but in direct- 
tag its build, I had had in view the certainty of every 
year iaereaaing the number of head to be lotdced after ; 
and as the calving season was close at hand, a apeedy 
increase might be looked for. As idl our present woric 
was, however, an outlay of hard cash, wo set to woric, 
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as soon as we were settled, to square our accounts and 
find out how we stood. ^ ■ to tfiij fe*^c 

When M was in Adel^,. ^ifteea diillim^^^'*^*? 

including the wages we had recu v^ ^.jm^u interest on 
all the amounts from the dates they had been paid in, 
amounted to the gross sum of 1,346/., nearly three 
hundred pounds more than we had landed with! 

M had given cheques for neariy 1,160/., and, 

deducting various small expenses, we found we had 
still within a trifle of 170/. clear ; we had, moreover 
M2 head of. picked cattle, four horses, good substan- 
tial wood buildings and yard, and a vei*y considerable 
stock of necessaiies in our store. As, however, our 
cheques (bills) did no.t fall due till, in some instances, 
twelve months after. the date wfi were calculating from 
(rather more than lass), we could safely calculate on 
nearly eighty to ninety pounds interest. being carried 
to our credit at the bank, the rate of interest being so 
high, p 

Thus, behold us fairly launched, and constantly 
occupied tending the cattle; which we divided into 
two lots, always bringing them home at night, for 
some considerable . time after our first arrival. Few 
evenings passed without our receiving or paying visits 
to our neighbours. Talking one evening of our first 
appearance, M mentioned that it seemed remark- 
able to him that strangers should have taken so much 

trouble, and shown so much kindness, as both Mr, 

and the overseer had done. 
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" No uond^p at all," said the old man. " You 
would giveu«9« ^uuicriK^"^ your blanket, and the half 
df joi^t^l stock waa H riy stranger who might pass } 
what more," tiieff,"ra^there in taking a little trouble? 
— ^nay, more, in the one case you entertain a staranger 
because be is a stranger ; you, on the contrary, were 
about to become neighbours; and that very fact is, 
I think, enough to explain (jdl that has been done. 
But," added the old man, ^' had you been for months 
and months together at an out-station, scarcely once in 
a month seeing the face of a human being, the face 
of a fellow-man would always afterwards seem to 
have a claim upon you for kindness and sympathy 
wherever it was met." This, I believe, explains 
the reason of the warm reception one everywhere 
meets with in the bush, so seldom is a strange face 
seen, often indeed iio face, either familiar or otherwise, 
is seen more frequently than once in a week or 
fortnight ; so seldom 1 say is the occurrence of a visit 
that when such a chance does happen, the residents 
at the spot the wayfarer chances upon, scarcely know 
how best to show their pleasure ; and if a man chose 
he might live his whole life in the rude abundance of 
the bush, by passing from spot to spot, a welcome 
guest at every hut he stumbled upon ; the only care 
of the inhabitants being to keep him with them as 
long as possible* 

We jog aloiag^now in a steady sort of fashion ; and 
the first breeding season gave us an increase of o**- 
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hundred asd s6V«n cattle, nearij tweatj«*fiv« per cent. 
We sold at diflSafeiit intervak t9 -ike «b6ep statkins 
near fi^ty-six of onr calves, at; fifte^ dhiUim^ each, 
for sajdplyiBg the ehepherda^ anlSh^ne^eaMs we at 
variotts times killed and salted for ouiwdvea. AH 
enr bills having been paid except the two at Umg 
dates, we sent down the cheque we had received, «Mi 
JMty pidced beasts, with M**— ^ and die hut-keeper, 
who was rather aazioas to reoeiif« and ^nd his wafes. 
They proceeded down Ihe dray*road, but M*— ^ con- 
tiaued to get quit of portions of his charge at seferal 
plaees on the road down ; the fact being that the animds 
wem much better bred than the usual run, and cease* 
quently were sure to be bought, and we wero now 
beg^ning to reap the efiects of having paid move 
money f<^ and more attention to good beasts In j^aee 
of the ordinary run of cattle. On amnng near Mel- 
bourne with the rema^er of hn beasts (fifteen only I 
believe), M-— -« proceeded to Mr. ^-^^'n home, and 
soon by his means found a purchaser for Aat nafmber ; 
Airthe? than this, by the aid and instrumentalifty of die 
same gentleman, he succeeded, though with some 
difficulty, in airanging a transfer of the money which 
]«mained in the bank of Ajlelaide, to one in Mel* 
bourne, both M— *- and Mr. — — ^ writmg to the 

former city to. Mr. , our old master, requesting 

him to be good enough to exchange the bills he held 
for two payable in Melbourne, wiiieh he could easily 
~^M;otiate in the way of business } this was acceded %o 
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aad tbaold faUk retanifld> thougli we 4id Ml wooive 
tbem iiAtU acHue time after frem tbe baok* 

Our total stock wee thus bat d^htly inoreeaed^ but 
we ImA lived v^» paid aU ew debts^ imfuroTed our 
lw^> and paid into tbe bank aearlj 1002. this first 
years we oould sow oalcalate witli safety on doing at 
kast twiee as niuoh ia the current year. 

Our hut^keeper had received from all> leave of 
absence fcr a mmth when they readied the town; 
but befiire the time had esqHred he made his i^ 
pearaoee^ travel^atained and way«wom> his spree 
having lasted out his money. The last shilliBg' go&e, 
and his heed a Utile dear^ he had left the town and 
come straight up^ This aiail was <me inataace of 
maay hundreds;^ aay^ I may say, thousands in Aus- 
tralia; who work well aud honestly^ but are seised 
by a desire far a drunken spree. They then draw the 
amount ef money due to them, often as much as two^ 
even three years' wages; eonMEtimes they manage to 
raaob the towns^ but more us«dly pull up at the first 
place where spirit is proeuraUe^ and then seldom stir 
until every farthing is gone. This consummation re- 
quires occasionally but a very short time^ as many 
gamble away what they cannot at once spend in 
drink^ and when all is gone^ perhaps in two or three 
days^ a week^ or a fortnight^ the spree is concluded^ 
and they go back to their occupation until tbe accu- 
mulation of funds and the lapse of time induce them 
to start off again. 
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It is this faiIio{^ which keeps men so long servants ; 
in point of fact^ were it not for this one curse, no man 
need remain in servitude for a longer period than three 
or four years. The savings of that time are sufficient 
to enable a man of experience to start in a small way; 
and once on the footing of his own master, it la 
scarcely probable that he can fail; but, no! these 
besotted, blinded idiots cannot see beyond the im- 
mediate gratification of the moment, and servants they 
remain and must remain all their lives, bound down by 
a chain stronger than iron, the bonds of an enslaving 
and pernicious vice. 

Satisfied with the past, and hopefiil for the future, 
we continued our old cdurse of life, the same as I have 
described, at the station where we were first initiated 
into the mysteries of stock-keeping. Witii little 
vanation, the life of one da}*^ was the same through- 
out the year ; the only breaks to the routine being 
visits from strangers and from our neighbours, cattio- 
branding, and an occasional hunt for some beast or 
beasts that might take into their heads to stray. 
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PART II. 
THE GOLD FIELDS. 

'^L'hommb propose, Dieu dispose," says the proverb> 
aad so it proved with us ; fondly fancying that we 
were in the high road of success, we deemed it 
scarcely possible to be turned aside. The result is 
smother among the myriads of proofs of the vauity of 
human resolves- The gold-fields of Bathurst were 
discovered, and^ magnified by rumour's thousand 
tongues, the news reached, our pai't of the world in an 
incredibly short space of time. Speedily the effect 
was seen by the dropping off of the shepherds ; every 
day almost brought some new rumour, more extrava- 
gant than the one of the day before^ and^ at last, our 
hut-keeper, after several days of evident anxiety^ was 
found missing one morning. The overseer told us that 
seven of the shepherds on the various runs, had also 
left, forfeiting their wages rather than stick to their 
agreements ; he cordially told us, moreover, that he 
expected, ere long, we should stand a chance of having 
all the run to ourselves. 

. Bitter were the maledictions on the gold which we 
^t first vented; but our man of head, M j soon 
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brought us back to the reasoning point. He pointed 
out to us that if the reports were true, even in fact, 
there was little doubt but that other parts of New 
South Wales would prove to be gold-fields; that pro- 
visions would nse to an exiraordinar j height, and that 
we should have no carriei*s to bring them up, even if 
we bought them ; so that in his opinion we had ^ 
better start for Melbourne or Sydney, to dispose of our 
stock, or else make up our minds to live on the run, 
using as littie tea, <S;c., as possible, and makmg up in 
beef; trusting that whilst our stock was increasing, 
things might take a turn more favourable to the 
grazing portion of the community. 

« Very good advice,'* rej^ed I ; " but even you, ray 
dear M— , do not speak of living on beef alone, and 
in the bush too, with your usual tone of determination ; 
and yet, as to parting wijh our stock, I don't bke it.*' 

" Wait, then,** answered M , quietly ; " wait." 

We did wait, and matters were worse. We had no% 
a soul within a day's ride, except the overseer, whor 
was at his wits^ end, with a dozen flocks of she^ 
straying about. At length he determined to ride 
down to Mdboume, to report to his master the ftc in 
which he was placed. At his earnest solicitations, wo 
agreed to look after the sh^ep as well as we could fm^ 
fourteen days, by which time, we calculated, h^ could 
go and return. 

I rode down with the dogs to <Mie of the more dis- 
tant of the sheep stations, and I was indeed shocked to 
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see tbe slale of things ^ — ^oo slieep were to be seen^ but 
it wts ^ainljeTident that the dingoes had been making 
terrible havoo among them. I tracked the course of 
the flock with some difficulty, and suoceeded in gather- 
ing several hundreds by the aid of the dogs. The 
Ntsoally dingoes, however, had, doting the short time 
they had bad thmr swing, grown so daring, that at 
some distance idiead of me, in open daylight, I per- 
ceived «ne of them dcidking near a belt of brush. 
Flesh and blood oould not etand considering; so, 
covering his broadside with my piece, he rolled over 
with a ball through him. I was sorry the next mo- 
ment, for I thought I should have lost the flock; as 
they etarted off at the report. The dogs, however, 
kept them together, and I contrived to get them all up 
to the homo station, as it -was called. 

H— — had collected a great number also, and 
though getting dark, we set to work with hurdles en- 
larging the feld-yard, so as to keep them safely through 
tiie nighty if possible. We had told M— - not to be 
surprised at our absence, as we had calculated on pro- 
bably camping out in pursuit of the flocks. We made 
some tea, but even for the bush it was but a rough 
meal; — thai loading our pieces, lighting our pipes, and 
turning the dogs out, we prepai*ed to pass the night 
by 1^ fire. Bach of us, in fact, was dispirited by 
what we had seen. For the first time since we had 
been in the colony, we began to despair of the fixture ; 
and our good angel, M— , was not with us to reason 

Q 
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away the gloom, whieli, from its very iioveliy, we firi* 
thtf more severely. We <K>uld not disguise from e^k 
other the thoughts over which we were brooding ; and 
sleep being out of the question, we o<MDmeiiee(l pamng 
around the fold eide by side. * 

On comparing not^s and taxing our memories, vf€ 
felt convinced that we had only collected the dehris of 
three of the flocks ; two the overseer had fdded, leaving 
the remaining nine to be accountied for. There wwe, we 
knew, fourteen flocks, containing^ from SOO to'800 eaob^ 
according to the part of the run allotted t6 the shep- 
herd ; so that we calculated at least two^hirds were dead 
or strayed. The dingoes, warregals, or whatever name 
they bear (I believe them all the same species), are 
not satisfied with devouring a sheep, but bite every ows 
they can; so that we knew it would be a giaeat chance 
if some of the flocks were not either totally scattered or 
destroyed. We several times imagined we saw tbeid> 
during the night, and hallooed our dogs at them, not^ 
daring to pull trigger for fear of atriking- one cA' ow 
own dogs. • 

Tired out at last, we lay down by the fire in our 
blankets and slept for some time, but awoke again 
before daybreak, chilly and gloomiy. Heaping up the 
Are, we sat some time smoking, till, as ^e first gkami^ 
of day began to show above the horizon, I again: 
passed round the fold, to see that all was safe, which^- 
to my great pleasure, I found the case. As I doubted' 
not that dingoes were lurking about, I called the do&n^ 
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into the hut/imd then H ^ taking- one ftide, and my* 

9elf the other; we walked some distance away, to and 
fro. 

As antioipated; before loBg several sharp, fox-like 

noses were thrast out to make sure their enemies the 

dogs were gone, and ere long the bodies followed, as 

the brutes commenced sneaking over towards the fold, 

|»epi»g a vigilant eye on us at the same time ; evidently 

knowing nothing of gunpowder, but deeming us quite 

ftr enough off to be innocuous. We gratlu^lly drew 

near;^ and upon H-*— giving a whistle, our pieces 

made & commcm report, and a pair of the robbers lay 

in the agonies of death. The second barrel was as 

promptly delivered by each of us. H— killed, but 

the one I aimed at only carried off a broken hind leg, 

for thedingoe uEsculapius to operate upon* 

~ This lesson, however, seemed to be an effective one } 

Ibr though we gave them ample time to enter a second 

^pearanee, none did so, and we therefore let the dogs 

loose; Beauty being the £rst to. discover the corpses, 

and to set his fellows an example in the mode of 

making a breakfast on them. 

. The whole day we were on the hunt for stragglers. 

H having brought down the herd early, we left 

him in chaise of the flock^^no'easy task for one man 
-^^0 cattle, and about 1,600 to 1,600 sheep. We 
made great additions to the number, however, and 

when M thought it advisable some time after 

noon, to leave H in charge of the sheep, and to 
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w^ Ms owa way hom^, the total number of fleeees 
had nearly doubled ; and on riding in some time after 
with another addition, it was at once evident we must 
take further steps to secure them during the nighty un- 
less we wanted a large per centage dead ere morning. 

We worked like slaves, making use of everything 
upon which we could lay our hands ; the stock of 
made hurdles being soon exhausted. H—, however, 
proved himself much the cleverer of the two, for sud- 
denly stopping in his work, he plainly pronounced us a 
pair of fools^ since by shifting the side hurdles, and 
making use of those used as partitions for the top 
and bottom, we could treble or even quadruple 
the size of the fold with a much less expenditure of 
labour and materials than was the case as we were 
then working* No sooner said than done: and by 
nightfall we had closed all up except a considerable 
opening near the top ; here, however, we lighted a fire 
apiece, at some feet distance apart, and trusting to 
the dogs and our fire*arms, we passed the night ia 
peace* 

For some days this life continued, but happily we- 
succeeded in gathering together nearly 7,000 sheep ; 
though every day we lost some by the indefatigable 
warregals, who, in spite of dogs and guns, perti- 
naciously kept lurking about, evidently knowing that 
two pair of eyes could not watch, or two pair of 
hands defend so large a flock. We sometimes shot 
five or six warregals in the day, and .once or twice the 



START FOR MELBOURKE. 101 

dogs succeeded in picking up one. But it was all of 
no use ; come they would, and come they did. 

In the forenoon of the twelfth day Mr. — made 
his appearance, accompanied by the overseef and six 
diepherds whom he had induced to come up under an 
agreement that they should receive 20/. each upon the 
arrival of the £ock at a melting station mentioned. 
He thanked us warmly for our attention to, and 
trouble with the poor beasts, and said he had lost at 
least 8^000 of them ; and that by the time he had got 
rid of those we had saved for him^ his bss would be al 
least three to four thousand pounds. 

We had thought much about our own prospects 
during the past days, and this statement had little in 
it to cause us much longer to hesitate to follow his 
example ; though it was a bitter trial to us to for- 
sake our station, after having contrived to get over 
the rough part of life's joumeyc However, the 
sacrifice we felt had better be made, and we stai'ted 
for Melbourne at th^ latter end of September, 
1861. 

We had progressed but a little way, however, befor^r 
the news was that near Melbourne gold was even mor« 
plentiful than at Ophir; and that it was supposed the^ 
country round the town, as well as about Ballarat and 
the vicinity, was highly charged with gold. We ha4 
made up our minds to dispose of any of our cattle that 
we could along the road, and several times we succeeded' 
ia selling small lots atgood prices* On one oecasioB; a 
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man bought and paid for forty Bead, whicli he told us 
he intended taking- to Ballarat for dale. 

We still held on our course towards the town, send- 
ing H off with forty head, however, towards the 

spot where the diggings were said to be, in order td 
sell them there if possible; So well did he succeed/ 
that he reached the road in time to intercept us going^ 
on, and he strongly advocated our taking the whole 
we had across to Ballarat, and disposing of themr 
there. As, however, it did not seem probable that four 
hundred head would be readily taken up, his motion 
was negatived, but eighty were placed in his charge to 
take there; the gold he had receive* in payment 
b^ing given to our banker, M • 

Whilst holding on our course we were informed of 
the discoveries at Mount Alexander, and I in turn 
resolved to start off with a hundred head for sale. 
This I did, but did not reach the diggings, as I suc-> 
ceeded in disposing of them at the rate of one ounce 
per head, long before I came in sight of Mount Alex->^ 
ander. At full speed, I made after M— — , but did 
not overtake him. He reabhed Melbourne, and ^t once 
hastened to get rid of the cattle. Here he was agaiit 
extremely lucky, being enabled to dispose of a number 
of bullocks at good prices ; which, though never used 
for draught hitherto, were nevertheless purchased for 
and trained for that purpose. Several of the best 
animals passed into the butchers' hands, and for th^ 
remainder he had concluded an agreement with One of 
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the boiling-houses some hours before I reached the 
city. 

Two days afterwards H made his appearance 

with a small bag of dust and nuggetS; and a stock of 
wonderful stodes respecting the quantity of the pre- 
cious metaL The whole of the dust, &c., we had 
received having been disposed of, we foimd that, owing 
to the loose weights used by our customers, we had 
come out of the meUe considerable gainers ; our cattle 
having fetched on an average nearly four pounds a 

head : the total sum in H ^& hands being within a 

very little of l,800t 

When, on his return^ he informed us of this, incr&* 
dulity was our first sensation;, but we were soon con-- 
TOiced that it was indeed a &ct; and that with all 
our fears during the last seven mcmths^ we had at that 
moment in the. bank upwards of 2,000/. 

'^ Hurrah ! hurrah ! and now &c the diggings," 
shouted H- — * " I have seen them work, and I 
know all about it." 

- Little discussioa was necessary. It was all we 
cQttId do ; and only waiting to proenre a few necessary 
articles, we set off to try our lack at the ^^ Diggings." 



^ You,ask in your letters for a more detailed account. 
of the country, <&c., tl;^ I have yet given.. You 
know I am but a poor Qaturalist, but I will do my best 
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SO far as I have seen of the eountrj. In the first 
place^ theiiy everything depends upon the more or iem 
abiBidaQt supply <^ water. Mttiy thossafids, I may 
say millions, of aei^s of good land are totally vseleas 
from the want of water. The ami, whete it is aol 
of the most arid deteription, bears shrub iomI gmss 
suffieient for extensive pasturage^ and to t geosrai 
rule is of great capability. In the gar^wt vhieh 
we have in the rear ef our huts, we eultivate aU kiads 
of v^fetabies, mudi finer, and in immy inalaiicea 
bettar flavoured than those in England; and. I ana 
told that around the towns, grapes, melons, peaches^ 
&c^ of an immeose siae and fine flavoip^ grew pro- 
fusely under cultivation. 

We have several apple and pear trees whieh, how- 
ever, require care, though they reward m ahundantly. 
We have tried also to gMw tobaceo, and have ]hih 
duced some rery strong and full-flavoiired leares, 
but the culture is acooupanied by such unceasing care 
and supervision, that as an amusement it becenea 
tiresome, and as a speculation wouM, I ftar, in Aus- 
tralia prove an entire failure. Our oniwii and potatosa 
thrive fiunondy, as indeed in one sweeping ckuse I 
may say of almost the whole of our English garden 
plants. 

Flowers are too common to be regarded, and in 
addition to the nutaral blooms which are met with, 
it is but necessary to plant a fiow^ or shmb^ and in 
enolher yeer the pluce will teem with it* 
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What tbink you of bejige-rowt being foraied of 
genuiMttm, flowering myrtle^ fuefaeiasi roaesy imd men; 
other of your el^cnoest flowers? Yeit too eudi ia in* 
deed the of^^ ftiid they are paeeed luiheeded. But of 
all thiaga tiie bosh ia the gi^eat wonder : in some parte 
bilge trees, standing alone lilce columns of an arcade^ 
extend as far as the eye can reach, produeang a sad» 
dening and desponding e&ct on the naind of the 
^veUer* In other plaoes^ huge forests of Auatraliatt 
cedar and snahogany (iu colonial parlance)^ with tha 
whole of the intervening spaces filled up with a denaa 
fsowtb of uSiderw^od. This is par eascsUenee ^* the 
butli^" and tl«>ugh bad enough in all e<»mimice with 
the huge trees towering aloft, it woald be infinitely 
wiMM without thent. 

TraTeUng in the tangled bosh is most dangeroua. 
Numerous and well authentieated instances are fanowu 
of persons losing their way and pmshing in these 
labyrinths where aeareely a soul passes Irom month 
to neotlu In. the cedar buah, however, one seldom 
passes along &r without meeting with sawyeia' hut% 
or coming unexpectedly on a pair hard at work, sawing 
in a rough pit, or on logs raised from the ground. 

This chifla of men are usually stnmg, hearty smb 
at first, but almost invariably of a death-like pallors 
occasiaQed, I believe, both by the dense exhidaticms 
arinng fifom the ground, as also from the ezclnsi<m of 
light by the heavy masses of foliage beneath which 
they w(Mrk.^In afew years, too, thay gflnerally beemuo 
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martyrs to Fbeiimatism, aii4 many die victims to cold 
and con8iimpti(»i| contracted in those forest shadow 
In the recesses of the bnah and forest are found wmj 
secure hiding-places^ which were, and still are, thougIi[ 
not to so great a d^^e, made use of by a da^ 
of men, whose profession is the obtaining cattle .froah 
dishonest servants^ and then driving them to one of« 
the other provinces for sale. Some years ago this, 
practice prevailed to an almoat incredible degree, and 
in the penal settlements it is still by no means ^scir, 
common. 

The woods produced in the90 dense f<wests are as 
a general rule remsrkably good, being fit for idl Idndft. 
of house and ship work, and several of them £>r 
cabinet-making. The cedar is, however, decidedly 
the best* The gum woods, of whidi tbare are several 
species, ai*e extremely hard, but rather liable to fly- 
on a sudden strain. 

Of animals and binls I can tdl you but little*^. 
We have shot several kangaroos, and poor Ghanee- 
nearly received his quietus from *^ an old man/' as an^ 
old buck kangaroo is called. They use their claws< 
with great force, and had I not put a bail into his- 
head, I fear my poor dog would have been killed* , 
As it was he was greatly torn, and requi^d nursings . 
for some weeks before he jwcovered his strength and . 
courage. Still, though so preciously mauled, he has. 
since more than once ran in at one of them at bay^ 
We have besides bandicoots and opossnmsi tho latter 
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no joke to attack unless with a gun, as they bite 
most severely, and are not easily daunted. 

Hosts of rats, too, may be met with, and Chance 
has more than once been indebted to them for a 
meal. Parrots, jays, crowd, paroquets, thrushes, and 
magpies, are the only birds I have seen ; and un* 
fortunately all scream, and none sing. The parrots 
and paroquets are innumerable, and although the 
magnificent appearance which they present when si 
flock of them take flight, is pleasing to the eye, yet 
the discordant screaming which is constantly heard, 
is more than a counterbalance to the pleasure the 
eye receives. I have often wished to see the emu^ 
but have not, neither has any one of my compa- 
nions. 

In the stream which runs about a short half-mile 
from us— by-the-bye, it is called a rivfer here — we 
catch eels and a kind of carp, also a fish something 
like a bass, all good eatmg, but we rarely can spare 
time to try for them. The invalids* when there are 
imy — ^whieh is but rardy, none of us having been 
ill, though once or twice a tumble in a ' hole has 
incapacitated a man for a day or two — ^the invalids 
are about the only ones who can indulge in the 
luxury of fishing. Neither can I give you a sci- 
entific catalogue of reptiles. I believe iguanas are' 
to be found, though I have never seexi them; but 
lizards, some of them of the most briUiant and iQvely 
hues^ are extremely pldBtifiiL Of snakes we faaire 
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iKMts, Mid liow we escape tbem is miraculous. The 
laziness^ which I think I before mentioned to you, 
18 the Qolj reason I can assign that has preserved 
BS from death a thousand times oxer. 

The most deadly is a yellow snake, which ranges 
from about seyea to fourteen inches in length, and 
is rather tiiin; the bite of this reptile is certain death 
unless the wound is immediately cauterised. There 
are besides green, black, and mottled snakes; also 
some little things not abore four or five inehes Icmg, 
and the thiokness of a small quill; others are as 
large round as a man's forearm, others again are aS 
great k&gih. I have been assured of their being met 
of upwards of twenty feet long. This species we used 
to call the diamond snake. I should think in all 
iheffe cannot be less than from twenty to thirty 
species, and yet it is but very rarely that an instance 
of being bitten is heard o£ 

There are, besides these, black and reddish*coIoured 
scorpions, which ftre apt to be tiresome, getting behind 
boxes, or anydiing whkh has been a long time a 

ture. One of our people was stung in the wrist 
by a scorpion, while lifting some wood fcnr the fires* 
I tied a handkerchief tightly above the wound, and a 
second near the shoulder, sending off to endeavour to 
procure some oil. I opened the wound and com-^ 
menced bathing it with hot water ; luckily oil was 
jurocured, and after bathing the wound with it hot, 
vni making the man swallow some, we concluded we 
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had done all wb eould^ nothing like a sni^^n being 
within sixty or seventy miles* Oup remedy proved 
eiectual; for though the arm was swollen and nsel^s 
for siHno daysy the patient suffering severely^ yet by 
continuing the bathing the wound healed^ and the 
man was all right in about a week. 

We hav^ also, musquitoes who bite like furies^ and 
a speeies of locust^ or tree-cricket^ which makes a noise 
that would induce one to belieye it was a dozen^ not 
(me. Where the trees swarm with them, as they do in 
some places in summer, you may imagine the concert. 
Fleas, too, are as numerous as in Egypt, for, by all 
accounts, that plague still remains there; and where- 
ever the soil is at all sandy, or there are sheep about, 
the open air is the best resting-place for the traveller. 
• So much for the plagues : the land itself, as I told 
you, depends much upon the water. Along the banks 
of the streams, the land is generally good, and would 
be highly appreciated by a farmer; but at any dis- 
tance, the land, though perhaps equally good, bears 
but badly, from the heat parching up the blades of 
grass. The hollows, too, are always good soil. When 
rain does fall here, it comes down with a vengeance-^ 
torrents iis a mild term — and, in consequence, all the 
soil is washod from the heights, and deposited in these 
hollows. It is in consequence of the inequality of the 
producing qualities of the land, that such immense 
runs are required for the cattle, or sheep; for if th€ 
season be particularly dry, you may see a narrow belt 
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of grnaa, and buahes fringing the bankfl of the waleiy 
course^ whilst all dse is dressed in a russet gosmi of 
parehed and dned*up h^bage. The same plot of 
gronnd which just after the rains will stqqiort 100 
cattle^ will notj, in the summer, sxkfplj food for t^ii 
So much is this the oase^ that it is. a commoa fmotim 
with cattle-breeders to limit their stoek to a oertaia 
number; the surplus every year, if not sold, are drivea 
down to tlie town, killed, and boiled down /or tallow. 

To your questions about cattle and sheep^ I am 
somewliat inverse to refJying too confidently, as thougU 
I am succeeding, I am worUing it out myself, whilst 
too many in this coimtry are biettei' pleased to leave 
their affairs in the hands of a^ oyei^er, seldom 
making their appearance at the stations m<tfe thaa 
twice or thrice in the year. However, I will give you 
m^ cptnioHy and that is, that no man should think of 
keeping either cattle or sheep, widtoat first makings 
l^imself perfectly aware of what he is about to do ; he 
should visit the run he intends to enter upon, esuamine 
its eligibility, as regards low lands a^d jhigh lands,, 
botl# of which there ought to be in a rua ; the moda. 
by which water is obtained, whether fwm a constant: 
sti-eam or not ; the ^cies of timber and br^h iq^oand$ 
and last, not least, the neighbours he has to deal witb^. 
He should then see the stock he is going to purchase^ 
and know who is the seller; he should be perfectly 
clear about terms and agreements; he should seekfar. 
^ near for. good servants, and not ha&gle for a 
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pcmni. per annum to get them; all these are pre* 
Ihninary, but most important points, for on them all 
Icis future welfare and success depends— -I am sup* 
poking, oi course, that the intending stock^owoei^ 
knowa his business ; if not, he must either obtain a 
trttslwoGrtbj and intelligent overseer (a troublesome 
md expensive mode of woijt), or he must docul didr^ 
ffo_ to' school to learn Jim trade* It is a bad plan to 
commence with a large number of either cattle or 
sheep, and whatever you buy, should be got, if pos* 
sible, from persons neai* at hand, not only because you 
are likely to be better treated, but also if the stock 
Walk back to their old home, which is frequently the 
case, they are more readily recovered. It is really 
. wonderful the distance cattle will return to a run on 
which they have been bred, passing through an almost 
impenetrable bush, and arriving before their (8ome<« 
times) mounted pursuers^ 

Of one thing, persons diould above all beware — viz.^ 
. of pubUc auctions; it is not, by any means, a rare 
ocxmrrenc^ for a herd of cattle to be sold, which the 
ovhier had not been able to get together for^nonths, 
owing to their excessive wildness ; or, perhapi^ a flock 
of sheep may be the *lot knocked down, so infected 
with seab, or £x>t»iot, that a> month may suffice to. 
sweep off the whole lot It is very certain, that if a 
man is desirous of purdiasing cattle, sheep, or 
horses, if he only let it become known, he will speedily 
be offered animals with which he will be satisfied, and 
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at a reasonable ratd, instead of, as » too often tbe 
ease^ pcfcjifi? exorbitantly in auction-brooms for dis^iised 
sbeep Gt cattle^ which he maj^ perhaps^ ws, but which 
he will never be enabled to get inside his stock-jnard* 

For a young hand commeneing life here^ I sho«M 
always recommend cattle-breeding; it ie certainly m(A 
do lucratirc; but it is equally certain that it is mmk 
safer. If a man can affi>rd to have a hundred or a 
thousand sheep swept off by rot^ droughty or any of 
the ills to which sheep are 8ul:g«ct^ well and good — it 
is but one of the chances of his speculation ; but for 
a man who has to make his fortune^ I condder sheep* 
keeping to be little short of madness ; a bad shepherd 
and a score of dingoes will ruin a sheep-owner (a small 
one I mean^ of oourse) in six months. 

If, then, it be determined to begin with cattle, a 
man should do as I have before si»d — see the run 
he intends to occupy, and the cattle he intends to 
buy. Get a good stockman and a hut*keeper— -&e 
,— ^.^(owner himself must form a third hard worker; m 
pdml of fact, if he but know his business, he should 
be his own stockman ; a hut-keeper, then, will be 
all that is necessary for him. Get a small stodc*yard 
and gallows run up, and also a hut; then bargain 
with some wealthy neighbour to bring up the supplies 
at the time he brings his own ; buy from 100 to IfiO 
head of cattle at first, and, as you get on; purchase 
more, hire more men, buy a dray and team, and, 
as many more hare done before you, be sober, indui^ 
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triouS) and careful ; then succeed and grow rich. It 
is a hard life^ but it is a men*y and a healthy one. 
The climate is splmidid ; and a nighty or a score of 
nights^ in the open air is laughed at. Except in the 
sombre depths of the forest^ we hear nothing* of 
colds or illness of any kind. Living well/ prospering^ 
and enjoying good health; what can you seek for more ? 

The rage for gold increases every day; yet, in 
spite of the vast sums found and to be found; of what 
avail is it? Pricey are as enormous as the amounts 
the diggers obtain. They must live^ and must 
pay for living. Depend upon it; the Australian 
farmers; cattle*breeders; Bud sheep*ownerS; will prove 
in tiie end to be the real gold-finders. Meantime; at 
the diggings and in the bush — ^in town and country — 
for every grade and every class — we have room and 
to spare. If they will work; they^ can obtain im- 
mense wages at anything they choose to turn to ; and 
if all England were to pour in one vast torrent upon our 
shoreS; we should still have room and employment 
foraU! 

Before entering upon our adventures in quest of the 
yellow god; it might, perhapS; be as well to say 
something of the manner in which gold was discovered ; 
and; also, what I can state respecting the kind of soil 
in which it generally occurs. I am no mineralogist 
nor geologist; so that the little I have to say will all 
be in as {^in English as I can command; without 
technicalities of any kind. 

H 
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It appears that, for many years, suspicions hnd 
been entertained that the rocks and sands of Australia 
contained the precious metal. Even as fiar back as 
1838«^9, this was confidently asserted ; and, both by ^ 
pamphlets and in the columns of the cofamial press, 
the probability, if not the absolute certainty, of Ike 
presence of g-old was strong^ly and frequoBtly advocated 
from that time up to the date when it was placed 
beyond doubt by the discdvems of Mr. Hai^^ves in 
the earlier half of the year 1851 — a year which will 
form a memorable epoch, a brilliant startffig^point in 
the history of the Australian colonies. 

It seems, indeed, a strange, alnsost a startling iaet, 
that thus, for nearly twelve years, with a constant note 
of waming ringing in their ears, the great bulk of our 
inhabitants never seemed to dream even of the Hvon- 
drous trnth which was to burst upon them iifce a 
thunder pealj that they were living amid^, treading 
upon, masses and sands of gold 5 and eqtwiHy strange 
it seems that thousands were traversing t^e wSds 
~^in which it was to be found, shepherds and cattle* 
drivel's, the trader and the cattle^ftrmer, all intent 
upon the acquisition of a metal which they were 
heedlessly trampling under foot. It seems aboost 
to give countenance to the opinion of the diggers 
themselves, who assert that, either the Almighty 
blinded the ^eyes of men until the poor <^ England 
had congregated in Australian landa, to onjoy the good 
He had prepared for them, or el8e(tto more j^ito^ 
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Bophieftl ftdopt this idea) that a peculiar process of 
chemistry has been slowly going on of late years, 
whioli has thus, on a sudden, laid bare before the eyes 
cFf t wondering world, riches such as were scarcefy 
dfciamed of €v«i in the palmiest and most hopeful days 
"©f Mexico and Peru. These notions, though naturaHy 
erroneous and wild, still tend to show the opinions of 
people in this part of the giobe. It is, as is proudly 
iand ieraphatically asserted, "the poor man's land." 
XJod provides wealth and abundance, if it is toiled for 5 
tibundanee far greater than the commerce of the old 
world can attain — greater even than the boasted ^' dig- 
^ngs " t^f California can yield to the labour of its 
inhabitants. 

Such are the ideas, such the language, of our 
*^ diggers ; " and, though fallacious they may be, they 
are stiM true in some measure, in a particular point of 
Tiew. Thus, the poor man, inured to labour and a life 
of hardship, cares little fot the hard fare and unceasing 
tdl "which is required to succeed in this style of lift. 
True it is, that where, on ordinary occasions, a gentie- 
man obtains one pound of^ld,a labouring man obtains 
ttvo ; still there is this vast difference, that the poor 
man squanders, in nine cases out of ten, the whole, 
which he has literal!^ acquired by the sweat 6f 
liis brow 5 and this simple circumstance explains 
why so very, very few return hence to England. 
Many there are, doubtJess, who -save and remit 
largely home for the purpose of paying the passage 
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of their relations ; but tbese ar^ the exceplicHpSy not the 
rule. 

But I am wandering terribly wide of my subjeet : .1 
was speaking of the disoovery, &c.y of gold in diese 
tsokmies. Well th^n, in sj^te of all that had been said 
OP written up to 1851^ but little public notiee waa 
attracted to the subject; so little, indeed, tliat miany. 
persons had left here for California, and many others 
contemplated doing so, when an announcement wit# 
. made which, though at fii«t scarcely credited, speedily 
turned the flood of emigration full upon, instead <Mf 
fvom our shores. 

In one of the papers published at Sydney a pai^a?* 
graph appeared, stating that in the western country 
th^ was no longer any doubt of the existence of 
^4; inasmuch as a Mr. Hargraves, who had spenti 
spme time in California, had proved that not only 
did it exist, but in such considerable quantities, th«t 
men were clearing upwards of ^<^ pounds a day under 
all; the disadvantages of non^acquaintance with the 
subject, and imper&ct machinery* This was speedily 
loHowed by'\he Govermnait officer's account, iidly 
substantiating Mr. Hargvaves' statement, and in one 
moment a mania arase which has never lessened, but, 
on the contitiry/ tnci*eased to an extent beyond all 
precedent. Work was speedily at a irt&nd-still ; for 
the distance from Sydney was so trifling, that tiiree 
or four days' tramp brought the speculator to the 
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"' The discoveries had scarcely commenoed throughout^ 
the whole of the Bathurst and Wellington distrietey 
Iknd-imin^de fields were brought into work, vAien 
Ae colony of Victoria or Port PbilKp followed in th«r 
^Ih 6f didoovery, and BiUlarat and Mount Alexander 
frere announced as far exceeding even the Turcm dig- 
^gs iifi richness and extent. 

^ Onwards rolled the waye, until ^ was feund that 
timost every creek and gully m these districts waii 
xboi*e or less infipregnated with the precious metali? 
Proni aH parts flocked aspirants for wealth ; the flocks 
and herds were left straying in the bush for want off 
teudance; shipd lay useless in every harbour, no men 
to navigate them ; shops wei'e ^ut up ; ladies eleaned- 
Iheir own shoes, made their bedsj and cooked the 
di^dners; judges had to groom their own horses, and 
fetch water fi'onft the well, or the meat for their 
fliiiners f^oin the butcher's shop; aH order in 'th^- 
tdwns was at an end ; every one and every thing t&od^ 
ing towards that magnet^the gold diggings. 
' The enormous mass (nearly a hundredwdght, I be^ 
lieve) of pure gold which had been diseovei'ed by the 
Mack servant of a gentleman named Kerr, gave a pro- 
di^oue spur to the feverii^ excitement which pve** 
vailed ; and the constant sucoe»^n of condd^able-sized 
lOuggets which was announced, many of tliem of great 
TAlue, tended to keep alive the feelmg. Emigration onr 
a Vast scale irom the neighbouring colonies set in ; so 
much so, that lai*ge rewards were offered fc^ the di8« 
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eQveiy oi other fields^ in oi^der to retaia tbepop^a^ 
tioB; and I beliere it was prindpally in (^usefuesw 
^ one of these offers of reward that the Melboioaa 
4iggiBg9 ware diseoYdred. 

Great, no doitht^ are the b^efits of these woodroua 
diseoYeries to the poorer elasses; but dhre has been the 
injury to the wealthier pprtioDS of the eomscnuu^^ 
&l^d I; still ccmfidenllj believe that the eountrj wosid 
hjiye been more prosperous^ the peo|de more perma* 
nmi^S^ happy and wettto-dp in the worl^ had no 
^in el gold e¥er existed throughout the extent 
pf tl^ laod. Ultimately, the effect wUl widiout 
doubt be, that into the hands of the agrieultttrato 
f|id j|he graiaer will pass naneh of the va&nled weidtb 
Qf the diggers; even now, so vast, so exorbitant^ are 
the charges fyr aU species^ of commodities, wheAn' 
of food, of clothing, defence, or luxury, that tha 
d^ers {|re not so very much richer than they were 
%merly, ,as townsmen or countrymen; for, with the 
acquisitioa of we^th, has eome the desim of €[pendu^ 
ijt^ and few,. Very few> are to be found capable or 
williog to save^ 

In order to sum up in a few brief words : the priii^ 
qipal New South Wales diggings are about sixty tp 
t^ghty miles from Sydney, and about the same distance 
in the sister colony from Mdbourne. These distances 
are not those of the high roads in England, but ap» 
pi'oximately judged at by h(»8es' legs* All round,, for 
miles and miles, the creeks, guUie% <j^c., aboa^ w|t^ 
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life$'iQetftI; wi I huTe liUl0 daubt it will W IIb^u^ 
tbroegbeiit th^ wb(de of the coloaies^ mom or Iea»j 
hefiMr^ tofi^ ;. whether it will tend evoQtiudly to tjM^ 
wdUboiie^ ia a probjem which iim» tmiy c^a. solwl, l^jt 
^ whkik, I nmst C0Afe88> I maa not very sa&g^e^ 

4jid now fof the 6oila in wbiob it is generally fo^i 
aad tbe fm»» i« wbknh i| shakes its appteaironeoi 
At Ibe dil^ffeiit ^ig^x^% the sotk li$ ia diffoi^^ 
(^rata; and: ikf^ eonfu^o^ of these soils is so great 
^ba^9 ia xatrnj places^ tb^ diffareace m the ti^kosia of 
i»»a ai^'taiii bed of gr^jeH or elajr will vaiy in a lew 
feet of surface — ^Ye, ten, or perhaps double that 
nliaiA^ of fao$i The gold ec^Hr^ siodro or les^ 19. all 
iha ^rimis atrala$ aad, in sohi^ iaat^uace^, tbo aattliEio^ 
aoii has bow ^uliarij rich. At the Victoria dig« 
gbgs-^biiiieatb the attrlao€-seil-*--lies a tbic)i^ bed of 
gravel, th^ CQBies a b^d of a reddish, mixed «^arly 
earthy oo^tainkig good quantities of gold y but Utt^ 
tima is uaaally spout upon ^is^ as, immediatelj below^ 
Uoa a bod ^f blue olay, ooataiuiBg gold in sufficieAt 
4uantitiei to sa^y e^ea the longiuga of our avaricious 
aeei;ofa; below thia, again, occurs a stjratiMQ of 9l^t% 
yaryiag in thidmess, but oxtremeiy lich m ^' pockety" 
as they ^o teebaiolDy toinied. These poi^eta are h<^ 
or fissures in the date, in which the gold has been de- 
positad ; semetimea in pure nuggets or lumps, at oth^ 
times mixed up with extranooas matter. This is the 
general foi'mation ; but in some places the red and yellow 
ma*! ito B^ore eompaot and of graater thickness tb'^ 
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ia otliera; aod large masses or boulders of a imd 
of granite are found in the clay-beds^ materially in- 
creasing tbe labour. Tbe quantity of gold varies^ ake, 
W(H)derfulIy. Sometimes from the very surfaoe-soil 
right away down into the slate, the metal is found 
abundantly; instances having occurred of a parfy 
realizing as much as from 1,6001* to SfiOOL out of one 
single hole; others^ on the contrary^ will sinkhalf-a* 
dozen holes^ and £nd scarcely a grain, of gold the^ 
whole time. They persevere, and perhaps tbe very 
next more than rewards them for their whole time and 
toil. ^ 

Immense quantities of gold exist intermingled with, 
or imbedded in quarts, and the piece which Dr. Kerr's 
shepherd discovered was of this character. Very 
much of thi9> however, can«never be worked with 
profit until a regularly organized system of gold- 
(^rushing and refining shall be brought into working 
oi*der ; and then, I have but little doubt, enormous sums 
will be made, as, in several places, roads, and even 
bridges, I am informed, have been constructed of the 
auriferQus stone. Nuggets occur plentifully, al^ in 
the beds of the various mountain steams, creeks, and 
gullies; in the. bottoms of water-holes ; and in the 
various hollows which occur throughout the country* 
All this last class (nuggets) are evidently produced by# 
one cause : the rock or soil in which they were prima- 
rily imbedded having been washed away by water, 
these lumps have been deposited, together with the 
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debfis of the enveloping materiah^ and are naturally 
found in the lowest levels. Some of the creeks have 
proved most extraordinarily productive. 

The various features of the gold formation stand, 
tlierefore; thus :— *In water-worn nuggets, nearly pure, 
among the pebbles and boulders of water-courses, and 
in tbe more rocky portions of the "fields." In vari- 
ously shaped and constituted nuggets in quartz, slate, 
iron-stone (granite, I rather fancy), the different 
coloured marls and clays. In scales, small grains, 
and dust, amongst the sand and earth, constituting 
the upper strata of the earth's surface; and in the 
same form, in the mud and sand at the bottom of the 
water-courses, ponds, and streams. 

Wherever a stream is being worfced, it is a great 
point of ambition to obtain a license for any portion 
where there is an angle in the bank ; should a mass of 
rock project its rugged front into the stream, it is a 
lucky man who works that spot ; or, should the roots 
of some old tree have crept into the bed of the creek, 
still more fortunate is the holder of the claim con- 
sidered. 

l%e rationale of this is, that at all these spots, or 
spots of a similar description, a species of eddy is 
foirmed, which allows all the gold which the thick 
waters have hitherto held in suspension to sink 
by its greater specific gravity to the bottom ; whilst 
a great part of the extraneous matter is still carried 
off^ ^m1) as may be supposed, some of the riofaes' 
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pocketa H^^ hem fonui at qf abcmt snoii p^o^ 19 
these. 

The bed claims^ aa thejr are culled ia QQfttnji4i^Uii^ti^ 
td tlie bank clain^ are usually toleirably {wodn^^e^ 
but liable to thk msbaji, thai, pei4^tp% wheo m f^ 
w^K ^ ^ pf 1^^ cornea coi'^at a (UstaAce vm^ be?-t« 
and the torreaxl pourings on whebas^ the bedi <^iaiza. jid a 
masa of rubbishy det^troying all th^ pyevicAia lahdttf^ aad 
teaming a bitter legacy, ia ik& shape of de^yed v^^ 
taide I'ubhisb and hvkg^ boulders to ba removedj^ ere ibe 
^t«aa again beexperiinexited ^f(m, Ti^s ^akmtil; 
cswanot well happ^i to the bank elaiiH|^ exc^ und^ 
peeuiiar cir^utnelanoes* It may^ iadeed, b^ a b^itfil 
to them as affording aa iooiref^eed Bupfdy of winter liar 
the purpose of wi^ng the soil, which operatiat^ by^ 
tbe«bye, I had better now deseiibe to you. 

There ar^ ae^eral xnodesj ^eine <^ them teo; aeianti^ 
by half; aa weU as leo expeusiva^ to suit the taatea jsif 
the digg<ef^ who think muQh moi« about ^^ui^gel%'- 
than about ^^di^t.'- One of these^ the ^^CSaJ^^y 
cradle," in diggeaps' parlance^ ia of two (mmi one af 
them has the bottom pierced with holeS; the eaf tb hft 
mixed wiUi water^ and thrown mto the eradle> which is 
kept m motion) the gold from ita great weight (mmr 
teen times that of water) falls through the holes and 
unites with a quantity of quicksflver in the compart^ 
meat below, the greater portion of the sand and mud 
passing oS with the water, the remainder being easily 
vemoTed from the aurfaoe of the quicksilver. Tha 



i^ber Sarm ia on tbft sftaie ^^m, %^ a iUlIa nnovQ 
iinqple : th« cradle ia made deeper witk a deep l&igef 
ihe (iiuekflitvev ia ali the bottom^ tbe aeil ia tbrowni 
in wilh water and sharply agitated, ae that tke goUr 
ialla and tonm a» aoialjifasdj, aad the tefuse ia awej^ 
aff. Aa both these vaya req«ii<e an c^paratus fear 
pfoounag a divotee between the hrvag eoaple, wkn^^ 
to apeak tmdii ehog. saost ^selj to eaeh ofter> ;«» 
may well belieTe £»w attempt to use them^p and the^ 
fpw kae m^m time fiddle^ftddhog about a aaiaU 
perygn^gold, thaa would aaffiee lor them to wash 
ten tuaaea the quantity. The eomioen rockmg cradle^ 
a wdl wade, ia a most effieteat mode of obtaiaiag the 
metal from the aubskaaoea aoeompaoymg it« If fiot^ 
weU made, or carelessly or clumsily managed, of oom^se 
large quaatitiea mast be kat, but even at the worsts 
jM haa anawered the purpose fer wfaioh it waa de^ 
aigfted. This eommon cradle ia mueh like its name^ 
sake for babiea, but standing hi^r tixt the sake of 
QQQfenienee in washing. It slants away ahghtly from 
tbo head to the foot, having amall bars fiiateaed across 
9^ the bottom from aide to aide, in order to arrest the 
XB0tim of atones, nug^ts of gold, and indeed all gold 
wUeh may be mixed up with the earth j at the head of 
tame ia a grating» but others have a deep eleet, ser 
Ai^ the water doea not run off with so great a 
£iifee. 

Wh^ a bucket*fuU or cart^fuU of earth ia to be 
washed, a portion of the stuff is thrown in, and wal^ 
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poured on it^ earth and water being sapplied as neces* 
sary, until^ in the ojnnion of the prad^, sufficient ha^ 
been done ; the cradle all this time having heea jm<^ 
motion^ the water has taken up the greater part of th^ 
earthy materials and o&adf and has carried them oisart 
the foot-railsy leaving belnnd the heavier stc«ies anSL 
almost the whole of the gdd^ which^ &om its greal)^, 
weighty being liberated by the agitation of the waiter, • 
fiflls^ and passing along the bottom of the GFadle ir 
arrested by the bars. The stones are then eacamined 
to see if any nuggets are among them^ the refuse t9> 
swept outy the nuggets and gold-du0t put into » 
bucket by the side of the cradl^ and the sasie Q0»r8» 
of proceeding is gone through again. 

Many of the poorer classes of diggers at first com-* 
mence operations with a common tin-^cUsh, and afto a 
few trials seldom fail to acquire a peculiar knack of ai»< 
turning the wrist and hand, that every twist, senift: 
from the edge of the dish a portion of water, ear^^- 
^ and sandy the whole of the heavier matter drawmgs 
to\^ird^ the centra. In this primitive style ^y siH^caedL 
in realiziug considerable quantitiesof gold. Inbothtltese'. 
ways all but the very small seale gcid is obtainec^^ 
though when the " diggings'' were first discovered^ ■ 
whether it was from ignorance or a^ impatient desira 
of finding masses I cannot say, but so it wtus th»t 
large quantities of good-sized grains of gold -were 
obtained by washing the ref^tae of the first di^gera' 
^radled stuff. 
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•Asd now to ofup own proceedrngs. Before I di- 
gV88sed> we were about to stai*t for Mouut Alex- 
ander to cast our lot in with the other* seekers for 
goid. We had met two pei*sons^ one a shopkeeper^ 
Aeotlrer his assistant^ who were also about td leave 
Selboome: After some little talk we decided upon 
j^ng our forces. We had a considerable quantity 
dl stores, of which a rough valuation was made ; our 
new companions purchasing a tent of canvass, a cradle, 
«ai other things, such as shovels and pickaxes, to 
sqpiare mattei's with us, the difference being adjusted 
afterwards. Finding that prices Were so enormous, 
wemiy bought what was absolutely necessary, trust- 
ing to pick up odds and ends at the ^* diggings^' from 
pardes desirous of disposing of them: 

W« engi^ed with a dray which was going up, to 
cftrry allour traps and stores, as also the two towns- 
mm } we three being on horseback with our dogs at 
our heels, for we could not induce ourselves to part 
WElth our old friends, on whose backs so many hundred 
miles had been traversed. We were all well armed and 
in high spirits, tliough at first we grumbled sorely at 
tbe slow pace of the bullocks ; but in the excitement 
of hearing the news of the digg^ings, and watching the 
crowds that passed and repassed, this cause of annoy- 
aaee was soon forgotten. 

It was a^ matter of astonishment to us, long unused 
to aee more- than a score of human beings at a time, 
jkow on a sudden to perceive horsemen and drays full 
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of passengers^ and pedestrians in plenty, all wen^ng 
itt numbers towards the common centre of attracti<m 
iind hope. Then a down dray would pass, ^efitiom 
being shouted by all ais they passed to karn ^hat 
news, the answers sen^ng only to excite ^11 store tMe 
unif^ersal en^h«siasm. Soon a party fixjm the diggings 
was mot w^h, who, with laughter, jeered those going 
tip for th^r dilatory movements, boasting of the trea- 
mr4 they had obtained, and declaring their intenticn 
f>f stopping in town only to dispose of the gold, and 
{^aoe the proceeds in safety, and then to retntn. Amid 
such ocenes passed our first day^s joum^. 

On camping for night, tfce oxen and horses wore 
turned loose, our £re lighted, and a good meat soon 
got ready, and then looking to oor arms, we passod 
the night in Ibrgetfulness. 

Early morn saw us on onr way; tlie road had been 
tolerably good the day before, but now was not only 
tiaturally bad, bat so cut up by the unceasing stream 
«f passeng^*s and beasts, that we were obliged to be 
carelul of our way, and clouds of dust did not tend, by 
any means, to render our passage up more agreeable. 

We halted that night near some water-pools, around 
and in the vicinity of which at least two hnndr^ 
others were assembled, and wild and picturesque in 
the highest degree was the scene thus formed; the 
blazing fires, with forms flitting about, or seated in 
" «npT)s around, the animals feeding in the bade 
^^dled*^ Ike lft«gh, diout, and, not tmffoqnently, 
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the loudly uttered oath ; dark trees in the hack- 
ground, and still further back, the heavy and threaten- 
ing masses of the bills, all conspired to lend a charac- 
ter of wildness to the scene which, to my eyes at 
least, rendered it doubly enchanting. Nor be it sup- 
posed that this wildness was in look alone : every one 
in these gi*oups was armed, and the greater number, 
before disposing themselves to rest, discharged liieir 
f ieces in the nir, and, reloading them, seemed prepared 
for a night attack. This custom, to our eyes, however, 
was more honoured in the breach than in the observ- 
ance, as, thanks to an t>ccasional shot at a bird or 
a beast, we felt that our good doubles were in woiUng 
oi*der, and, to tell the truth, I always have placed 
as much feith in the teeth of ''Chance,*' or of 
*' Beauty," as even in a leaden ball, though my own 
• hand pull the trigger, and missing is a bad habit, to 
which I have never given much encouragement. This 
uproar of voices and discharging gams, lasted for some 
two or three hours after camping, and then a silence 
fell upon the scene, interrupted only by the bark of a 
dog, the xmeasy motions of the cattle, or the hurried 
exclamation and deep oath from some one whose 
idumbers had been interrupted by the cold nose of 
a bullock or horse touching his face. 

Omr third day's journey brought us up to the mount, 
we having performed the distance one stage, or day's 
journey, less than usual, the dray being light, and 
imrs^ves moxmted. We had been surprised, as ^ 
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have «aid, at the numbers passings and repassing-, and 
also bivouacked at the various haUing-places ; but the 
scene upon our arrival at Golden Point was indeed 
wonderful; causing us almost to discredit the evidence 
of our senses. In every dit*ection; the neighbourhood 
was covered with tents, huts, bark shelties, and all 
kinds of contrivances to keep some sort of cover over 
Lead. The ground was burrowed in every direction, 
pits of all sorts of depths and shapes yawned in one'a 
pathway, and, in particular spots, the men were con- 
gregated in crowds, which at first induced in us the 
belief that a quarrel was taking place, but which 
turned out to be merely the gathering around some 
lucky find, each digger trusting to hit upon rich veins, 
or pockets, in such a vicinity. There were not a few 
also who, like ourselves, were surveying the wondrous 
scene before us with blank looks of astonishment and 
dismay, for the first natural feeling was, that in such 
a crowd all the land must have been searched and all 
the gold found. 

Squaring accounts with our dray-driver, we took 
out our traps, and after a little search finding a con- 
venient spot to pitch our tent, we hobbled the horses, 
committed them to old ^^ Chance's '' care, got in all 
our goods, put our pistols in a belt, and stai-ted off to 
reconnoitre the place around; a few carelessly-put 
questions gave us an insight into the state of affairs, 
though we could gain no information whatever as to 
'^e find of gold, all Jiands agreeing in affirming the 
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apots on wUoh they were seyerally at work to be very 
poor. Selecting a i^t dose to where one of the 
most considerable g;roups ware hard at work, we paid 
emr license fee^ pegged out the space allowed^ and, as 
^thei*e was still some time of the day left, resol?ed to 
clear ofP the superincnmbent soil, which, though ih 
many instances yielding gold, is rarely worth much 
trouble, the lower strata being far richer, and the 
gold more easily obtainable. 

A. couple of hours' hard work carried us down 
nearly three. feet through the soil, and by thiis time 
we felt the want of food and rest, and resolved not 
to make any attempt upon the gravel, which now 
isfaowed itself. We accordingly shouldered our tools, 
and. wended our way back, praying devoutly that 
supper would be ready. As for my back, I verily 
believed I should never stand upright again during 
lifC; I felt so stiff from contanuous stooping, shovellifig 
out the earthy and the others were all much of a 
muchness. All around the '' diggers" were returning 
to their tents, some singly, some in companies, but all 
on the alert, and armed to the teeth; it was plain 
confidence and security had fled from Qolden Point; 
and that each for himself was both the spirit and the 
letter of the law. 

Supper was luckily ready when we reached our 
tent, and making a hearty meal, we proceeded to 
enter into airangements respecting work and cooking. 
Five slips of puper^wete numbered one to five re-' 

I 
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apectitdj, and put into a hftt, and as we drew Hum, 
*flO did each stend for oaddng and lioiiadceepiBg dotjr. 
I was niiabtf two^ so tlwit I had a day's wad: poor 
to imj eoolaag day* Diuisig ihe wmmg we oan- 
tteneed mfilmg acquasnttvoos Touad^ aad £Nnid that 
«; serious f^eliAg of diseoai^&t wtss pneTslenty owhq^ 
to &e ffii'iMlTised neatnires of the colozual ^OYernzaaiii^ 
ia piisamg azi fict doubiiog Ihe UceumAef whkh had 
been 30«.^ and makiDg it 32. 

A seeond act had called upan all (he diggera to 
euit as coDstaUeSy tmder the psotaltjr of heiag ecmr 
sideilsd rogacs and Tsgabeads, and hemg iieated 
eccerdfa^y. WehaTiogonly^however^IMid tbesmgie 
fee, we iaqiured the rsascmi and foond that. the first 
act, dotoUuig the fee, was geoeraUy vadecs^ioed to he 
the effilct o£ a xdiqiie ia tiie .AiiseviUy, who, alacmed 
at a petition which had been preaentedi praying, fisr a 
lension of tbto eteoteral lists, had coatriTei to gist 
tiiift bill pushed ihnmgh tiie House, makmg the fee, 
moreover, to be paid by every one eihifloyed in any 
way in co^oectum with the gold^— whether digging at 
not. Meetings had beetx hfiild, aad the utig^rsretdivad 
ralher to resist the fee ahogedtar, than to pay tbB 
infcn-dased one, and the conseqvciice has been tiiat 
both bills have become dead letters, and the oU 
lieense-fte is s^ paid. The f<iatiiig of irritaftion 
against the GoTcniment, howevsr, still existed, imd 
committees had been imned to protect the mtersste^ 
and watch over the welfare of the gieat body ctf 
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siiiiem; And I io ms^ doubt^ AaM lh% jQoYwnmmA 
be 4K> fixdiflli m Io mAm^mir to onfiprae tbew mai 
oilier obnoxious acts, that amui' v31 3ie ilakm up te 
fffttl fttwe bf ifiato0* 
^The Aext nflfstng, jfosr iif :«#im« wpmMj ttt 

9iMJ^jMiiiQgMier4. after ekmfc ^A»e iioon' ^irorik, 
m ivtavcd to bMfikf aat^ tbflB aBorliEed iM a ^ibevl tine 
ai^r. oiom; ivjmd ire ]iAd omr diDiierft; theii^ egain 
Dutiil ji«Bk>'.;WlieB ipe iad tea, or wjiper^ ta ift bwih 
ptoMeiira tifenMd iL Tim ioiidof imked t^Am ^im&y 
as Via aAfliraiandB weflk»d ibrdn^ ^tii^ 4af^ vtaiEkig 
our oolj Jsaal flfter laraak&st liie in ttjba eTeobif . 
Wlia& ire teiBzaed a ihe eivofaig, iba gvav^ ivwi 
oot^ ^ adnuMt ao; and tha.aaxfe da^* we eoaimeiioed 
on ft kardf oiwipaet jbad of ^s md eoacrete xb«^ Interne 
vdnf^ei witb bealdera of gvanita a&d ^wfiz, asd-alid 
with gra^r mad. In tbe.mean tnae I was at k^Bia 
preparing breakfast of beef^ taa^ and damper^ wlm» 
tbe oAexs re^amad^ tfa^ iold na ifaiti ^ was very 
banl ymk, the poke mafclag hxA iitde imppesflion. 
Atit tbegmrant agaau; and l9ia three aneeeedfaig <fa^s 
mm vm at31\diiTuig iurimiilgr at Hm oonipaet mass. 
At tha^ebd af ihati(ame/)wwiaF> M««-«-<-/iB tbrowing 
out auaatof tike mbbiil^ d$iieoaai«d a imnp ef qnartZ; 
intamos^ed with aaaall g(dd l^ahi, i&e peas; a 
abort .tine sii&eed to <daar ^aat #e ^aiiia^ mA a 
daaer aeaeeh was aavaadad% thia^4bQa?«fy iftf ^nearljr 
fonr onncas; m die intwaitiaaa -af t)ia ehMter dF boul 
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d&ts we were digging out. Though but a triflmg 
(juantitf; this uaIooked*lbr Buceess inspirited us^ and^ 
indeed^ we stood in need of it. 

The constant work with the pick blist^ed oiu* hands 
to such a degree, that it was no unccHamon ihii^ fot 
us to have the handles dammy with the bloody whilst 
the pain was excruciating, and in addition, the. labour 
of throwing out the refuse stuff, joined to our working 
in so confined a space, made our arms, backs, and 
linns ache most fearfully. Howeyer, we k^ each 
other up, and played our parts manfully, few wwds of 
oomphunt beii^ heard, and those invariably with a 
iMigh. Bight or nine days saw the bottom of this 
confounded stuff, and we anticipated plenty of success 
now that we had come to the day — the gold fmuation 
par exeeUenee. Diggu^ out the day, we set to work 
searching and washing, and though not in any great 
quantities, realized OTery day gold enough to keep us 
going on in good temper. 

As we. were returning one evening rather more than 
a fortnight after our arrival, I perceived a feoe which 
I at once reoogmaed, and stepping up to the person, 
said, ^^ Ah> Mr. -r — ^ so you have left Adelaide and 
your cattle to come digging." 'Twas our old master, 
who we found had come up and joined our friend Mr. 
1 — •— , and several others all more or less injured in 
pocket by the terrible effects of the gold mania. 
Both our old friends were delighted to see us, and 
insisted on sending a small keg of brandy to our tent 



AN ARREST. 133 

for our priTftle use. Well meaiit^ and with a kind 
hearty was the present made^ but it well nigh inToIred 
us in a serious scrape. 

I mentioned the dotdding the gold license -fee, 
which by-die-bye is not a tax u^n gold^ but upon 
the chaiiee of obtaiinng it — one of the greatest pieces 
of injustice that was ever perpetrated. Well^ soon 
after this precious act miscarried; orders were giren to 
sdze all spirits^ See., coming up to ihe diggings, the 
aim and end ostensibly being to put a stop to '' sly 
grogHselling/' so as to keep the diggers from drinking 
and quarrelling ; a whole brood of infwmets instantly 
sprang up, and acts of the grossest injustice were 
every day perpetrated by the convict poUeemen, in the 
name and by the sanction of the law. 

Arbitrary seizures of private property for private 
use were made, and heavy fines inflicted, though in 
several instances the connnittees paid the fines, and insti- 
tuted proceedings against the Commissiimer and Go- 
vernment. This being premised, I will now go on. 
One of these poUcemen chanced to see this sense small 
k^ (about two and a half gallcms for five men) come 
into otir tent. In five minutes after, three of them 
entered and announced their mtention of handcu£Bng 
us, and taking us before the Commissioner. '^ I 
rather guess you'll do no such thing," was H— — 's 
reply as he cocked his piece. '* Be quiet, H— ,'* said 
M— — , and putting one of the fellows aside with his 
hand, all three looking very blue at our attitude of 
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tMUtaao^ lie .ctlkd to< OMraval of tim defers wbo 
ir«f& stancHxig ftboat; Our beimtMS itmM mnr gliifijF 
hare beaten a retreat^ but could. Bolry as tbcmfAvrm 
q^Mily' round 0ar toiit^ aad in a faiir nnaates oar 1^6 
fineoda ds<^ paalMlithiaogk dM aas^nblaA {dopk to 
mB whttt waa the xtettarr K*^-*^ ^an ex|faoHid tfae 
aaaa^ pDiotingiait that, we luid Baonvedthe qaiifr as a 
pseaaAt fivra^^a ^ftieiid;, that H ms in our teat iritiuoat 
tha aiUgittoBl. aiiltempt at conoealnoaat i and fiaallj ira 
vere ftaed front tha ddkate atteotwa of tibie poMae* 
Sad mt Mnrarabti^ ua infteafand^ i reiily htHef^^aaif 
irfeiald havtrfltood a paDir cbaaoe ia the csowd, abhaugk 
diay we^fr araned;. howevaa; tbaj iveretottoved tQ> inaa 
ioot fraty wa hatiiig maia iq> oar. aoBda to^ TBaasby 
should thej endeamxHi te rafinrea so arixitsaaj a 
stretch of power. We hamrdnoy fnare^ kmvemr^ of the 
mmer. 

. Mttaidy: aadBafLj speakings the Gefenad Gmanw 
satataeam talie duing. evecy thi% tbaj^eaa toconoipal 
the diggarsitQ l»eak istotopen levolt, and if (thej sue* 
•aed^ the wocse it vilL be far tiba anthois of the mofm- 
laaat Sightjit tbaaaand otb, hmdiad thousaad mfla 
aia not aaatlj asl n&aring^. but onee in motion^ no 
baitiar ia strong eiuonigh. ta oppose Hsb inapetna of suoh 
%body^ 

We j;M)i^iBued wsahiay: and fossicking aatil we had 
alsttred our clsun dcxwn to the slata stone beneath, 
eaireAillj exMnimng tha surface of that fonnation for 
fKMdcatSw Haaing &irly cleared all out; we found that 



W6 bftd made k twmi^j*4ia^ ifejir about dOOt, ginag 
0tA of ii» 7Sf. fi>2! Ims Ihaioi a znottfth's work; 

We mi to WBilr Msldiig a&ottier tiole^ tatd tliougifc 
tnm hablty and oar keaiuk fcein; beMer useif ta the 
1ml) we oodd g«t os ftatar, yet w# Mt tl» jarring^ of 
ii^ stone itMire periiaps than at first, on aeeount of tbe 
Mder aad freer ttaoser in wMch we lumcHed our 
toolg. Hie 0tnrt» were nnrdi flie same all raond, 
tVHpynip only in tluekneai^ and we sunk fa aHbere 
mfmt hciMf froeoL wbiek) oa sqoatiitg' aecotmfs, mt 
paying eaepensae, we fband we l»d netted a sum oF 
3>400l«, or Mthin» gold wMch at a zoilgii eaieiihrtion 
we«ld set tiMit aiae«int in Melbourne. 

A atraage dieittDitaaee eauffod uirta sti^ our tesir 
widMWl parade, and inanieb' from Gelden Fbint. I Had 
solieed a man (digging la ^ompaoj wMi seyerat ot&eis) 
<if whoee ftatwecl i entertained some vague faeHngs of 
reoellectioii^ yettbettgli lcn*doys I was endea^uriag: 
to reeall wte) it was, I eoruld noi macteei. Tbis party 
liad beesr gone senM time from onr vidnity, wben one 
metoBg, aa I sl»od before the tent smoldng; I bebeld 
mf vakoown slowly walking along i^ edge^ a gfiUy 
at a disCanee, aad as I stood looking F tiiongbt I de^ 
taeted a kind of beAenii^ signal to me^ Merdy 
aayiag to M— — > and H— *- l^t I was about to take 
^ siroll roand, I feit&at my jnstole w^ae safe, whistled 
softly to the dogs, and sauntered slowly towards, but 
not in a dfl*eGt line to, where the m^ was standing. 
1 knew I was net actiBg wisely, as there were plun- 
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derers about wbo stood upon litAe ceremonj ; and 
tliere is no doubt but that the police^ inst^ of assist- 
ing the plundered man, frequently shared in the boot j 
obtained. When I was nefur the spot where the man 
stood, he turned, %nd as, if then first observing me^ 
bade me '^ good eyeniog ; " then ghincing aroundi nmdj 
^^ I have but a few words to say, and but little time; 
you once gave me food wh^ I was well nigh starving, 
and I am not a man to foiget. If you will follow me 
to-morrow morning, I will give you notice of where I 
a^d my party are now working in one of the creeks to 
the northward; we have made, already, I should say, 
1,000;." Turning on his heel, he quietly strolled 
away. I now recognieed the man ; it was the younger 
of the two whom I hstd fidkn in with in the bush in 
my journey in quest of a run, and who now, in his own 
way, sought to repay the obligation he foncied he. 
owpd me. With. beating heart, and quickened respira^ 
tipn, I sauntered along, not yenturing to quicken my 
step for fear I had be^ watched, and I therefore 
took several turns to and firo until I had finished my 
pipe, when I returned. I quietly toM my companions 
that we had better not begin another hcde, as I thought 
it probable we should start, and drawing their heads 
together informed them of my adventure. ^^ Verily 
there is gratitude in this world after all," quoth our 
sage M— -. 
We arranged that all our traps should be prepared 
^ for a return (our gold having been despatched by 
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escort did not trouble us)^ and tbat; after getting under 
wdgfa^ they Bhonid diverge in ike direction I pointed 
out We had teken out another set of picks^ our old 
oBoa being completely done up, and next morning ihej 
busied themsekes getting all things ready/ whilst I 
m.oanted my horse^ and with my dogs cantered down 
the back of the tent grounds^ as I had more than once 
done before. I soon caught sight of my gratefiil 
bushranger ahead^ and as I soon overtook him^ I 
pulled my horse up to a walk, so that he might keep 
pace with me. He then told me that almost all the 
creeks around wa>e^ as I wdl kneW; all crowded, but 
that some of them^ from prejudice more than anything ' 
else, had been passed over. One near Forest Creek, 
amongst the rest, was in this category, and was not 
even named. He had discovered it by a mere chance, 
and his party were hard at work. He told me that 
the ground was rich, and as he was known as well as 
his party to be experienced, the sooner we made our 
ai^iearance the better. I thanked him warmly for 
these hints ; but he again said he considered he was 
only making me a fair return, for probably saving his 
life and his companion's when they were in the bush ; 
bidding each good-bye, I galloped back and tethered 
my horse as though nothing had happened. 

Towards evening we started, bidding all our ac- 
quaintances good-bye, and at once proceeded to our 
point of destination. It was cleai*ly evident on our 
arrival that we were expected, and welcomed by all— 



TSBl ssK&iyr PBMUfiss* 

ft pnof thai mj infoiiM&t bad tM^hmn^t 1^ 
drlmwiabmg to mSsem Me^ Boid €f AeB* apprcvrBi df 
Ub €MidB0t. litAe 1n« was I«i«^ in p^cMng mm 
tM^ aai mamaoMsag ^feanAm. We kmi ibnidp 
thafecttndenMe qmstitia o£ cniall gioU wei« toW 
dbteaeid dfam the soii,^ and wWbt tank bj fnni iUff 
ndBBdtfat»ft^6; tIieotlMr»«i^|]IMeaft^ we£o«adt 
aEHMJswh piefeets* mmaixg & fnai^^ <»f mblile s^mf, 
magag ivviiidE w»8 cne noggetwhicli weigked 9^ Wtf^ 

ToK elmren dliyd we wete wndklarbed^ wcnrMiq^ 
witfiottlioMBidoB, anl teapaig' a gcUm emp ; thmt^ 
not m mxA 2m oar oe^boen^ pAttjr> wh(»^ soidiied^ 
seeBBed tor ham tied PorU^e^ wbeel^ iseir iktA ttiejr 
J|«d xnicl«i tbs sooniil. At iS^ mei of tlte ibim 
Aiwtiiiii e dy icferal sitmb toAplM^; theabseaovdf 
liie party ia question kavBig^ excftod attestioa a&d 
i&qiiirjr. A reey considerable ^gtee ot astoBialtttettft^ 
W918 displayed at our presenee^ sort tmmiDgled; we eould 
seli^ widtacertam adnamticni of 6^ 0MM rslitenst, 
&i&L tboagb; 'idmy tikeaMelfee were the parties oot^ 
gieaeraOed. 

: W« raonaiiied a fortsaight Icmger diggmg, amd the&> 
at onr stodc of daat aad in^eta waemery eooaidevaiile, 
we resolved to ittxrt &r MelboafDe^ square aeeoonta^ 
spend a few day% and rettnrfi. By a little manage- . 
imatwe cotrtrifed to find good porehasers &r all ott^ 
tn^ and sorpliEB- stores ; our two eompaaions por^ 
obased a eompfe of good borses^ saddles; $c.; coznpfete 



ind riady to vide down mjiibktg in ^mrwMyyin oob 
eigonass tag«tta Mdhnini^off wa Tr«t stft paoi 
irUoh we soosfcuadwaB toogoedto faort ia sncii lotcb 
«sr we vwe iiL> 

We isttiidad tor btttB stoppnL at aQ.iBiL whick&&a 
boea ereoled. st Kj&eten.;. bl fiot^tfaerft am turretalf 
bat this ase waa reannmeiidad aa biviiig aciiril knd* 
lofd and sttenEtnre iV8itaa«. But as wie aocoi fbnmi 
that pajiBg fi» tfaat civiBtj and attmtaMt woald aaas 
na af a rexj gnat amoantof our gald^ wa cesdiTad to 
dot as we had done< often tuoaa bafixra— -fe oontani 
with what we eacried W3th.u% and to mmp oat romd 
a fire in our bkaketa. We did. net haorgaut &r ntaar 
qnitoe^ batgoithem s0Tertindes%.aDdin gteatqaaiir 
titiaa; tfaoogk avan that was batter than pajiog at the 
sate of ahoKtaa onacaof gold eaab for e^mey meal w« 
pavtodk q£ lA wcas aaid that the innka^piani ai the 
tillages betweaL the diggings and MdhouBM were 
oettiag on. an ai anq^e &oni tfaxee to five thonaond 
a year; aad^ from. own. knawlodge^ I can poativelf 
aaaert thatttunj of the storekeepers have made poetty 
Ihtle fbrtuna and nrtned ffloca the beginniji^ of t&a 
mania for dq;ging. At all the Tarions digginga — 
BaOarat^ Golden PoiiUv Forest Greek, Enar's CSreek^ 
and a long list of eneks^ gidlies^ &c. — one or more of 
these stores may be fijund, none of tiieaiL midung aless 
profit than one hundred per cent; many of them 
getting more* In addition to this, the principal pay- 
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ments are in nuggets^ 6k[ wfaioh ibeae salesmen allow 
about 66«. to 68«. an ounce. Tbis gold is remitted to 
Helboume, whore it readily sells for 62i, to 65f .^ some- 
times eren more ; thus adding about twelve per oemtii 
additional profit to thmr already enormous gains. TkeM 
risks^ however, are great, and the arbitrary exaction rf 
the goYoniment in denumdiag 30«. per month for. 
every 8hq>man, clerk, store-keeper, or other servnrt 
employed, although not making any very great abate* 
ment from their gains, is still forcibly felt, more espe« 
cially as on some occasions where iJie servant has been 
seized by the police, and taken before the Commissionery 
heavy losses have resulted from the man's absence. I 
have heard several of the principal store-keepers express 
their determination of commencing actions to recovw 
damages fiK>m Gk) vemment for these losses ; and eAtouId 
any of these cases come before a jury, such is the. 
almost universal feeling of dislike to the col<Hiial mea^ 
sures, that the Govenmient would surely lose the day« 
We hurried on next day, and succeeded in reaching' 
Melbourne ; no very great journey for two days, as for 
as mere distance is concerned, but a considerable foat 
when shockmg roads, broken«down drays or waggons, 
teams in confusion, dust, SieSf musquitoes, and a host 
of petty annoyances and hindrances, are taken into 
consideration. Our companions coaducted us straight 
to their home, insisting that we should stop with them, 
whilst in Melbourne; laughingly telling us that a 
sofii, or even a soft deal board, would be a better 
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couch than a blanket and a h^Ap of stones^ with a big 
bit of quartz for a pillow. 

We were warmlj welcomed by the good lady and 
her fftmil J ; and, as we ooidd well imagine their first 
ftUiEigs would not bear tiie presence of strangers, we 
strolled out after our introduction, promising to return 
in an hour^s time* There were at this time a very 
oennderable number of dig^«rs in the town, and we 
had gone but a rery short distance before a volley of 
hails was to be heard from one of the upper windows 
of a large inn or hotel. On looking up, several of our 
acquaintances at Golden P<»nt were to be seen, and 
hongrk malgrS, we had to walk upHstairs to say ^' How 
d'ye do ? " A. cheer greeted our entrance, chairs being 
ceremoniously placed for us by the waiters ; though 
by the appearance of the room it was plain few of the 
pi^esent inmates cared for sueh a piece of furniture. 
Same seated on the table, some on the ground, and 
one half out of window, retailing all that passed for 
their ^^ mates' ?' inlbrmation and gratification. ^^ What 
would we drink ?" Nothing. Such a thing was not to 
be heard of. Sherry, madeira, champagne, brandy, any- 
thing or eyerything we may haye ; but as for nothing, 
it wasn't in ihe house, and could not be thought of. 

Yes, indeed, tiiere were shepherds, hut-keepers, 
shopmen, and errand-boys, drinking champagne at a 
guinea or a guinea and a half per bottle ', though I 
will say for them, all seemed to prefer the brandy, and 
to understand it best. There are no gentlemen in the 
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eobaiesaaw. All barriers wta huAmkAoma. ThetB 
are only ricli men and poorxasn; and as tbe later 
laay berickJ&a'wedc^iev^rjrQaeia ^Miaillidlow^ i«ril 
aaai " ivjtb emj ^01^ eke* 

EiradiBig vxtti soma dffiaiiilj a^i^ressing invkatifln tt> 
diaaer^wa/ait length 4)aatri«ad lx)getM&jr^:m(iijUL»e 
kainad fiKm ihe eanrera^tioii ^Hiat wits g»iii}g4»VTtM 
aaaajof -oor^M aittghbottiB-ivvBe db»n ia tbe ibcuifi 
&r iha %erj iaadaUa parpaea^f fa^tiog fid^ ^tuk 
goU m fast aa possiUa in 4eba^ebei7 Jead iinskmr 
maBfimtlkBSiglaA it }mb t&jg^jmfk^mm ^^lat^^s" 
£)r the lemauuferdf ^tfaadagr. . 

Oh ! ^ I^aianBas '0lh$me ! Xaagr Ji happy JbLOor 

^^£ltd wa i^ant in 4h6 hHalii, aad at the g<dd A^Ws, hot 
tfiocwpy'tniricifi happitoeaas of dip,t siMff boaws^ -iJid plaaid 
look of ^aonteatiottt iirhieb <^K>afi tipon tha faee o£ afi, 
axui the hiad and &nd IooImi whidii.i90al]»d in- our tw» 
fiiendfi^ ^eould Aot faasifmaotieod; and afanM; made joe 
£»! inaliaed &r laraaiqiiiltitj and ffatk^meat. The 
effect on ojir aagewas 9om.^tiSffiA; kh MmHon lo 
the3Foimger^g^ter<ef oorhaat being ibsichvfteaAsr 
than w^ fionaidtfad tfai^ee boucs- «0q^wdn1te<^ wiB»- 
ranted. I told him m, wheteat die htoahad, and h^ 
looked angry and fadWi; so S-^^-^^tmi Jje^ him 
doarn as a gone msixk* The ^dar is eigagad to our 
younger oottpaaioa. 

The next day we negotiated the sale of -ourgald, 
and obtained upwards of 3^000/. Mj share «f Ite 
whole of the affiiiiv-*oiie«£fth--«haing 1^4S9L ; £■* 



'ntiber ntcaethaB^ejBflB&s' work; tlie hoA mantis 
speculation having, howeiwr^ jneidfld ms more mxmffj^ 
hiim»4Bmih the tnn« that our iirst eotorpiiae 4id. 
'Bm fnym hem mmh chanee faaabfr do wHk dtgipng* ; 
itibougii I do Bot.beliava any i^iigfo nna, I apeaet winfe- 
JDg^nngJj, coaU £ul of Muddo^, one daj with anotiiep, 
aileiflk iM&ly^iUingB* wooth ^f gdiL "Sim, xnind 
jioii, is, in my afumx)^^^iB4nimamm ; «Dd u.mtm tmsast 
be unimky who oidj doas tbis. I am aot 9f&tiak^y of 
«0iiiiBe,.of ^ ^sy .4adjr, or a ^doaea dajw «9«ii, \mt of 

We]uidB«me time i»fawarthh^ at M^^^^^^g-aagga^- 
Hxxkf datennaied apan dfetcy«g ^fe awBy wa p o ca e a aB d , 
and l^«g i& alsfid in mnr .rnqpactm juottea at the 
bankyAudAko iq^ aMdmg «ad[i Jiis idil^iaaasa 6f 
accid^atsy i^ tl^s iaa acNr proaoaded to 4ou Mf 
Blmi<ey aad 6l0llB^j|fentiy aadb 4if the odMRi'^ H*<*-^^ 

and M , y^ mmf indEsdiBg imr gpoIdrseeidBg 

raturas, :2yl97i. $ abont seven tunes aa anaali as wa luud 
when we landad in ibe aoloniaa vwj imady £v« jeaia 
ago. Had tha gold diaoainefir not t^an piaoe wa 
ebould bave atood m, ah»09t as igaod a poaB^aa, t» 
by this time «Hir bard iMruld bejicddiatgaJbi^ meml 
ioGowk^ and fi»w tba qeu». iraifli iBbiah tbay had been 
aeleetady aad ^ att^nlJm ym paid to breeding, evary 
year would hava ;raad«red tiiaet mora imd 
valufddd. I taa Tarft, vary ibankful &a the 
wbiah to aa alauist tudoahod-lar d«gaee baa aMeadad 
oarexeitiam^filJUIaaflLaarrywewBre dUigadlogive 
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up our pursuits, and I am resolved as soon as this fever 
subsides to commence again* 

After finishing our business, we spent three days 
cruising about, admiring the vagaries of the gold 
miners, who had come to town. Their freaks and 
fancies are beyond description ludicrous. Nothing is 
too good— what do I say ?— nothing is good enough 
for them ! The costKest spirits, wines, and liqueurs ; 
the best of everything in the shape of food ; and as 
' for dress, especiaUy among the women kind, the excess 
is wonderful and laughable. Silks, satins, and laces, 
the most beautiful and costly shawls, and other precious 
stuffs, are seen upon the coarsest forms, and associated 
with the stsrangest companions, in the shape ^f shoes, 
stockings, and other vestments; sometimes even an 
absence of them may be observed, though a shawl of 
princely cost may be observed on the lady's shoulders ! 
Many of the shopkeepers have made large sums by 
asking exorbitant prices for common but gaudy 
articles, which they have had in store ; and as gay 
colours and a high price are the test of worth, the price 
is immediately paid, and the worthless trash is ad- 
mired, worn, thrown by, and more bought. 

Strange stories are told of the vagaries of the men ; 
and I have been assured that several of them have 
eaten the bank notes which have been given them in 
payment for gold, the notes having been ashed for for 
that purpose. I myself have seen them sitting '^ toss- 
ing" with each other for nuggets, or playing '* blind 
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hookey," ^'all fours," or even, when cards where not 
procuraUe, ^odd or e^renf " for their pieces of gold, 
the weight being guessed at nearly enough for their 
purpose. 

The price of almoet ev^ything is, in consequence 
of these causes, extreme; and (or many artides any 
price almost could be obtained. I have, on sereral 
occasions, beoi offered nuggets to the weight of eight 
(sr ten- ounces for one of my pistols ; and a man at tha 
Greek offered me his day^s eamngs, worth about 602., 
for my double-barrelled gun. Beauty, also, had sere- 
ral admirers ; and finding I would not sell him, one 
of the diggers attempted to steal him, much to my 
dog's disgust, and his own too 5 for Beauty's teeth 
met in his wxist, and wouM have stopped there, had 
not I run out, on hearing the uproar, and refeased the 
unfortunate culprit. This affiur enhanced Master 
Beauty's rahie amazingly, but it also produced respect ; 
and I had ao further attempts upon any of my pos^ 
sessions, animate <ir inanimate. 
. After sojourning a few days m town, we started 
back for forest Oeek, to again try onr fortune in the 
golden lottery. Th^.time we did not iake so great 
a TBiiety of tools and stoms; but, noiade wise by ex- 
perience, selected only those we actually wanted* 
We had pk&ed Uf a tent cheap, and, as before, rode, 
the dray carrying our traps. Oarriaga, hoiveYer, was 
lEery.faigh, aodwe had to pay 73«. per hniidf«iweigiit« 
As, however, we knew that the driver was trustworthy, 

K 
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we did not mind the expense ; and as, of course, he 
would be longer on the road than oursekes, we allowed 
himi to start a day before we did. Poshing on over the 
well-known roads, we stopped at one of the inns I men- 
tioned before; not feeling altogether inclined to sto|rat 
the Greek until the drays arrived, so waited imtil we 
could aiTive together. > _\ 

After a brief space spent in a cruize for recon« 
noitring purposes, we pitched our tent, and, as before, 
commenced our operations. It seemed this time, how- 
ever, that luck was dead against us. Iforning, noon, 
and night, found us slaving at bur posts, but' the find 
was extremely small ; the Inore especially as' many of 
those at little distances were reaping immense sums. 
One party in particular, trho had come over * from 
Sydney, procuring, in about ten days, from two pits, 
no less than about ninety-three pounds 'of gold, princi- 
pally in nuggets ; and so abundanUy was the seah;h in 
general rewarded, that, ' on an average, a ton of the 
metal went down by each eseort to Melboiirne. > 

We changed and changed ' agion; but were slill 
comparatively unlucky. I say compamtively, as, 
though we were obtaimng mraverft^af tw'o'oanees 
each per diem, this was tlu>iig^t nothing of, the iSfgfiSr^ 
being seldom contented with less than from 99Z. to 70i. 
a week; and even this avmge, great as it is, is eott^ 
stanily and greatly exceeded, from 6002. to 1,000^. 
beo^ a freqasBt wedc^s work^' and, in mine instances^ 
oven a di^'s woric ! 
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We went back at lasf to old Golden Point, trying 
over again round our former haants ; and washing a 
considerable quantity of refuse^ whlcb had not been 
deemed worthy of attention : we thus obtained a con- 
siderable quantity of dust, and, by digging, we had 
added a considerable stock of lumps to the general 
store. 

After nearly three months, it was resolved to strike 
work, and proceed home again, in order to make 
arrangements for a scheme we had been lately talking 
about. We disposed of the greater part of our traps^ 
retaining one tent, which we knew we should need, 
and then down along home was the cry. Home we 
amved safely, and at once proceeded to sell our stock 
of gold, which, when as before divided among ua 
(all expenses being paid), gave us each 0I3Z., which, 
considering the heavy expenses of horse-keepiftg, and 
of our own proper expenses, was a very good return 
for our labour, though very much within what we had 
hoped, and, indeed, had a right to expect, from the 
results of other diggers' adventm*es. 

We now set seriously to work about our scheme, 

and, as a preliminary, M-; married the younger 

daughter of our companion, the elder one being united 
to her fiance at the same time. It was then agreed 
that M— and his wife should proceed to the dig- 
ging8| with authority to purchase gold on our ac- 
count; the old man is 4;o dispose of it in Melbourne; 
and H— , M , and myself are to form tb^ 
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mfldinm of coaTejimce. We calculate tbat we liave 
a capital of 16,0002. among us— that we can purchase 
gold at MottDt Alexander, or Ballacat (to either of 
whkh places we shall ^, aocording to the geld price 
quotations) at about 55«. to 67s, 6d, per ousice for 
cash^ and that we can sell it in Mielboiime for from 
66s. to 708. per ounce cash, our profit being, at the 
very least, 13i. to 16L per >oent, wiiilst thej w«re 
more likelj to reach 182. to 2QL per c£ait., and thi£^ 
too, not per aaaiiJii, hut per week. As a neasoBable 
calcuiatkin, we oonsidier we shall \m able to pay ereiy 
expense that may accrue— lioesises, hoosekeejpdng, 
horseke^Ing, ti*avdling, &e. — and still lay by 1007. 
pgr cent, per taanam. I ^all, howevei*, socan be able 
to tell you taQre about it, that is if I .do not see 
3'oiuvfaces here before that to tell you T^bally. 

If you 4i&we out, bidsg coined moneys florereigns 
in preference; bills and bank aotes hare to be dis- 
counted, l^e former at ^ery heavy rates — fifteen and 
twenty per cent, being not unusual. 

There are endeavoars being made to obtain the 
establii^m^t of a mint (or muitB, if possible), for 
the purpose of coining our gold, -and thereby aToiding 
the enormous tax which we pay to the motherHDouotiy 
in the shape of freight and difierence ^ef price; 
the excitement on the subject is very great, and the 
democratical party skilfally take advantage of these 
times of excitement to moulcate and spiead abroad 
'heir peculiar ne^ions. There is no doubt that the 
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statesmen at home know just as much of our wants 
and wishes, as they do of the man in the moon ; and 
- the governors whom they appoint are just as fit to he 
om' rulers as King Stork or King Log in the fahle. 
The whole system, hoth of franchise and represen- 
tation, is founded in error, and the consequences can- 
not fail to partake of the nature of the source ; and, 
in the way things are now going on, I feel perfectly 
sure that ere long the feelings of doubt and exaspera- 
tion which have taken possession of the people, and 
which, as I have told you, are fanned and kept alive 
by demagogues, will burst forth against the Govern- 
ment ; and anarchy will, I fear, be the result. A little 
consideration, a very slight exertion of common sense, 
would avert this, and conciliate the great mass of 
the Australian settlers; but no! the government 
measures are in the hands of a clique who will in- 
volve the social edifice in a blaze, which will surely ruin 
them and theirs ; and, alas ! the innocent will suffer as 
well as the guilty. Even now there is time for the Im- 
perial Parliament to save these colonies from the mad 
mismanaffement of the colonial placeTuen, but this 
opportunity neglected, another is not likely to be 
found. 



THB EKB. 



APPENDIX. 



The foregoing work shows the conditioa of the Victoria gold 
fields Qp to August 1852. Since that period much information 
of a useful character to the intending emigrant has accrued 
from yarious local sources, and from these the annexed parti- 
culars are selected with a view of giving the English reader a 
faithAil insight into the difficulties he will have to encounter on 
arrival in the cokmjy as well as into the advantages which lie 
before him. "With tiiis as his guide, as accurate a knowled^^e 
of what the gold seelcer may expect to find in addition to the 
precious metal, will be imparted, as it is possible to obtain with- 
out actual Qsqperience. 



A FIELD FOB IMMIGEATION. 

Toymen, able and willing: to earn an honest living by the 
sweat of their brow, we need do little more than point to the 
elaborate details furnished from time to time, of the astonishing 
richness of the country, to enable them to form their own opi- 
nion as to the propriety of venturing to come amongst us. For 
their further guidance, we annex a few of the current rates of 
wages of working men, premising that when the term *' rations" 
is mentioned, it means about ten pounds of beef or mutton, ten 
pounds of ilour, a quarter of a pound of tea, and two pounds of 
sugar, weekly ;— 
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Married couples (without family), per annum 

"withrations ^650 to 60 

Married couples (with family) 55 „ GO 

Shepherds, with rations, per annum 32 „ 35 

Hutkeepers, per annum 30 „ 32 

General useful servants, with radons, per ann. 40 „ 50 

Bullock drivers, with rations, per annum 50 

Bullock drivers for the roads 3/. to 4J. per wk. 

Gardeners, per annum 40 „ 50 

Cooks, 12. to IZ. 10*. per week, per annum . . 50 „ 00 

Bush carpenters, with rations 50 „ 60 

Stock-keepers 50 „ 55 

Grooms 50 „ 60 

Carpentam, per annwtt ••• ••..».... ». 60 

Blaek^niihsy pcff aBAwn •»..•. •• ta ,, TO* 

General fium »Qrraats» W9ek^, IL to IL 5t. 
Comj^Qsitoxs, 1a. 94!. p«r thowsad. 
Pressmen^ iL pec melu 
ShAorai^ 62« pes «a^ aai isfeiaK. 
SoamMi, £01 iU>Bteit.fi€2. lor tbe ra& Ttkoxa^, 

CGC lOL per moiktb. CoAstiag,. 52.. to 82. for 

the nm, or 7L to 82. per monl^. 
Cavpeators, sUmaataBaasf^ UacksatdAiui ^ te^ 

employed in the towns are receiving, wkO^ 

out rations, from 18«. to 20#. per day. 

Female Servants, 

Thorough servants^ per annum ^£20 to 25 

Housemaids, cBtto •••»•• ^^ » ^3 

Laundresses, ditto • 22 „ 2S 

Ntirsemaids, ditto. ••• 15 „ 20 

Cooks, ditto 26 „ 3^ 

Nursery governesses or needlewomen 29 „ 30 

What the edbny ia in the most wfgaaA seed <ii, heweYei!^ i» 
female Mrvants of aa eUgihle dliasnifiter» amA IdUsweBtie Urn 
source of great annoyanee in most famines maw residfini hate* 
"^he voluntary immigration to a gold country is naturally qoib^ 



APPENDIX. 15S 

posed of a yery large pr^ortxon of males* Men hare ItockeA 
here by tens of thousands, aeeompaaied t^ Irat a very small 
comparative number of women and children, and as the ftn^ 
tSionght of a snec^issfhl digger is generaQy to get manned an^ 
provMe himself a home, the small proportion of women amongst 
us is soon removed from the sphere of domestic service. Al- 
though, doubllessy many rash and iboBdb matches are made, 
it is to be hoped that the m^ority may tnm oitt well ; and^ 
meantime, the splendour of a digger^ wed€&!tg i? something 
rather startling to ordin«ffy people. Yonirg Irish orphan giils, 
who scarcely knew the luxury of a shoe till they landed here^ 
lavish money in whit« satin for their bridal dresses, at ten or 
twelve shillings a yard, and c&sdainfuBy dee^&the ptirehase of 
a i^awl, because the poor shophe^EreiB do not happen to hfi>v« 
got the article worth not lees than ten guneas each. 

Meantime the ladies^ of the ooiony have frequent^ te do the&r 
own work, from the impossibility of getting servants, or perhaps 
atiH woKse, hanre to sutbrait to the ansoyanee of combmed saoci- 
neas and iaeompetency. This m ia le^H^f one of the prnieipat 
aomoysBees of the coleny, and ene y^cit m dxvrfng maiqr kn. 
speekable fMooifies away frem it. Howfar it mi^ suit t^Tlew» 
of the young women of i^e worfcing daBses ot Great Britain te 
eiidearaar to aDeviate Ais distresa^ exponng themsi^ves ^^eitf^ 
tathev«ffy senons danger of havmg some dqr ^ dash dewa 
our main streets under a perfeet dead of white ftvours^ as tiie 
nswiys-gaiBed property of some hiehy miner from * the Me«nt»"' 
we isasre tfte fp*"*M« ereature? to setHe fiir themsdves. No 
eemtty: oan be fiammamMfy prospennB gbp happy wiAevt •' 
due a4iuatmcBt of the sexes; toad upon patiiotw priiieiples 
alone, some of them: w3l surely endeavour to come amongst us, 
even ia defiaaioe of Hie fri^^lfol danger we have alhided to*. 

A great cbrswhai^, next to the diffio^^ of ebtaiBiiig servaBts^ 
ceosistB sfepnsenA in the extreme seareity e^ hoiBe aeeoofono- 
dadoD, and its sateral consequence, an extravagazvt rate of 
realai. Howes are in fiuit almost unatbunal^ ; and buHoOBg 
matenals and labour are so high, that Aere is no hope of the 
scoomaiodaftieD keepmg^ any paeewith the present astencddng 
rate ef Inmigratien. Two-roomed houses, even in nanrow 
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dirty lanes, let readily at 14i. or I0«. per week ; in front sitoa- 
tioiia, from 20f, to ddf . ; three-roomed eottages fetch almost SOs.' 
to 40«. ; four-roomed houses are worth 150/. to 2001. per annum ; 
thoee still larger, frtnn 9001. upwards, and so forth. Good shops 
and stores are worth almost anything that the owners like to 
ask for them ; and the very high rates we have quoted aeem 
)ikely to adYance still farther. As we see no immediate pro- 
fl i p a a t of things ia^^ving in this respect, all persons ^ho can 
90atA to make such m arrangement should provide themselves, 
tf possiblet with wooden or iron houses, to put up on their 
atfival. 

• Intending immigrants of all dasses will do well to bear all 
thiain mind, that they may come prepared to submit patiently 
to the evils attendant upon the discoveiy of our gold fields, 
tf e now annex for their further infonAation, a list of the pre- 
feent prices for a few of the principal articles of general con- 
sumption. ' ' 

The rates we give are not those ordinarily figuring in com- 
m^Ksial prices, but just the prices they would have to pay if 
going the usual round bf shopping for the ordinary supply of 
their households. The 4 lb. loaf is 1«. 4d, ; beef and mutton 
are4d. per lb.; veal, 8d,; pork. Is.; butter is about 3*. 6tf.; 
eheese, 2$.; eggs, &«. per dozen; tea, 1#. ed. to 2f. per lb. ; 
eofiise, 1#. 4d. ; sugar, Zd. ix> 4d.; loaf sUgar, 7d. ; ham and 
bacon, 2«.; candles, 8€(.; soap, 4tf. to 5<f.; milk. Is, to Uz Od. 
per quart; potatoes, 1^. per cwt. ; coals, 5/. per ton ; firewood, 
42. for a load that four bullocks will draw through bad roiute ; 
water, Ov. per load of about two hogsheads ; hay, 14/. to 181. per 
ton; and oats, 9#. to 10». per bushel. Strangers will see, there- 
fore, that they have rather a formidable list of prices to en- 
counter, and they should weigh well their chance of an income 
to meet all this, before deciding to come amongst us. - • ^ 
. There is one class especially which we would strongly urge to 
be cautious what they do. It is the very large class of clerks 
and shopmen, Ac, with which all civilized countries seem 
strangely deluged. "With this description of labour this maiket 
is fionstantly largely overstocked ; and eager a& is the demand 
The \.. ^jjg^ j^^ Qf Ufcbour, it is quite distressing to notteethe 
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nomUer of worthy young men, incapable of severe manual 
l«liQ«^, who, with delicate health, and probably j#ll more deli- 
cate, ipur^es, swarm our towns in search. of employment, exposed 
to veiy heavy expenses which they can earn nothing to meet, 
and gradually smking into poverty, and too often into dissi- 
pated habits, till they.'vamsh somewhere, and make wayfor the 
Qf^nstantly recurring supply. . Such men have rarely been sue- 
cessfiilat the diggings; the demand for their labour in their 
^lO^mtomed pursuits is veiy limited in proportion to their 
numbers, and we distinctly warn them that in rashly throwing 
up good situations at.home, and trying their luck here, they are 
guilty of an aat thitt is little better than sheer insanity. 



THE PEBMANENCE OF THE GOLD ^ELDS. 

On this subject various opinions are entertained; some 
people boldly asserting that the very existeiice of these mines 
will be a matter of history in two or three years ; and others, 
with equal cozifidence, pronouncing them inexhaustible. Our 
own impressions, formed upon a tolerably attentive study of the 
smlijeot, and confirmed by constant intercourse with intelligent 
men of all classes who have visited or worked at the mines, are 
decided^ in favour of their continuance, and of their very 
considerable further development. The ^hole history of gold 
discovery i& Australia seems to point to the almost unlimited 
extent of the gold fieUa of the continent, and in spite of all the 
activity engendered by the desirable nature of the Object sought 
for, it seems unlikely that we have discova^ed as yet all the gold 
mines, or even the richest lands which the wh<4e continent con- 
tains. Science has done litde or nothing for us. Our processes 
in obtaining gold are of the rudest nature. The search is cha- 
racterized almost solely by what the sailors well call "sheer 
strength and stupidi^.** From the voy extended diffusion of 
g<dd throughout the country, it seems unlikely that the field 
will be exhausted within any reasonable time. 
( FIvents, we conceive, have shown that a vast belt of highly 
auriferous land extends across the continent from our own fields 
to those of Bathurst and its neighbourhood, and from thence to 
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the banks ol the Htmter, uad the hack of Moreton Bay,~a ¥elt 
of l&nd qC hmiireds of miles in lesgtb, 'aad of veekmomn widths 
This colony^ in j^ortiealaF, seens to 'eontaiii geld in eTec^r 
direction. It has been ftrand at the Pyrenees, at Hhe W«r^ 
Yallock, at Baliariit, att the Glimes, at M omt Alenoiefov, 9mA 
Ben^go; at Anderson's Cre^ sixteen mile^frein Mel9kMne». 
near Wangaratta, on the OreitSr at I^IittA Mitta on ike Warm^ 
it has been fotnid even in the streets of JlCdH^wne jtself* 

Sven while tiiesa lines are being writteitv seim has. arrivml 
firoBi Adelaiie^ anDonBexng-thatan aTafia^le'^goid field has be«B 
fomid within eighfteen miles ef thajk eit^. - It is* not, mdae^ 
likely to prore eqpiai to Mount Alexaneltfy bnt it appears, vtp90: 
competent authority, to be atall events remunerathre. 

Even supposing, then, that the days of rapid fortunes should 
pass by, and that, by some singular coincidence, ignorant men, 
in a hurried and desultory seareh, hAve ^tuskUed upon. all the 
large '* nuggets," by which so mangf of Hkmxt hwre been xaiaiid ta 
competence in a day, wehc^dthatHieittaM SBffiflie»lindiaali«ttr 
of the almost universal difiusioaa of gold in this cowiti^r t» 
justify a belief that an ample return. mH be sttanMibla finr j«na 
to come, by any maa capable of hard w«ii:, and willing. tO'«aat 
himself with indnstzy and steadiness. 



OUR OTHER EXPORTS. 

Next upon the list of m^teis intertslaag to peo|^ ak ] 
we presume that wi» may place the afftiote of wool. ^Moit ad- 
vice';^^^^':We i^^^ed vm hem latge a pxoyoi&ioii msc ymdnstioB 
In that way bears to the giseat (jWiaiitflg of wo^ mam aisokM^ 
rec^ared fov the eoastmiption of QmU Bxitiia; Mid of tiu» 
anxiety betrayed by the maaiilketaKers as ta aiqr daliff iv. tha 
anival, or falling (^ in the quantity of an ariida^ in tkian(ph 
lar supply of whi«k the^r ase so iTamfldiately. BMbgastadh 

We axe unable ta siq^^lar details so awllwratiff i^aa tka%whii& 
was so lately our psiseipal artiele of e^p«rt» a» wa liaTe dcma 
with regard teiita. new and fonudalde rmeJL. As to tke lait dp, 
the peo^ iat^sested wiB be able era this to foam their am 
opinicni. The n«ct e%, the note of pceparatiati fbr wkidh is 
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0feB now jjoim^in®, m « matter of iax more importMice ; tmd as 
to ita Mtefll iate, it would pei^ps be faszsrdous to ▼entire ft 
distiiict assertiQii. With vag«s «k « Teiy Ingh rade, and t}ie 
gplfitJyelds, as "well as all otber amployments, highly remiaierm- 
tive, the probability of all the flocks of the colony being pio> 
pei|y shorn, and die fleece dnly conveyed to market, is « matter 
xtp9BL which iipkofiBs differ. Our own heHef is, that the shear- 
ing will be «ffi9eted witiioiit mudi unusual dday or inoooTTmi- 
eaoe* High wages wifl Jiave to be given, probs&ly ; bat with 
that drawbai^ most sm^e labour is attainable, even despite the 
exaggerated prosperity of the «oloiij. There is a laii^e elass oi 
men here, who ha^e been so accustomed to look for a little em- 
ployment in shearing at its particular season, iheat it has beeome 
a sort of second nature with them — and between them and the 
sqaatters, aaudons to get thek sheep shmai at all hazards, thesre 
is little fear bat thM an lUTangeineDt wiH be made. Hie rate 
of wages miXL probably be high, buit we fear that we do not over- 
estimate the asoai selfishness of trade, in believing that the 
English manixfiaetnitus will not take the heavy efaaiges of the 
syiatters veiy seciofis^ to heart, profided 4Naly they eventually 
get the ifQoL 

31ke carriage «f this jmpoitant article to marhet, particiilazly 
&om the Aore distant stations, is a matter of onore serious 
doubt. The rate of cartage of atocBS to the digg^gs, a distance 
of leas than eighty males, has lately averaged as high as l^L 
ptf ten. Sni^a^ manii^bctwrBrs ean caleolaste for themselves 
howfar ^f9«K)l at fotarteea or fifteen pence a pound, can 8^<r«d 
snok a rat0 £ar tuansmSsiion as this, if mnkiplied by the mu<tih 
gi«ajfa»r distanee of maiqr «f onr grazing diBtricts ! It wifl be 
- some eamsolation to them ttf leasn, then, that this extravagant 
rata has arisen ieem the aheoiute neeessity for ihe ttansmissitni 
of stoies 'for the^Aetaul sAbristenc^ of men well able to pay iagh 
priees for them ; and also fitm the tenable eoiMfition of the 
roads, *asver j^eperiy madei cemrfantly wet d^om aseveie winter, 
and cut 4ip l^ an incessant traffic^ As the season advances, the 
roads will mend, and the rate of carriage will eventually decline ; 
and, in « matter in n^iidh ofor s^tiecB ave so serioasly and per- 
soaaUar iateNSted asthat of the coove9«nee of wool to the 
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market, we feel every assurance that, somehow or other, aU diffi- 
culties will be OTereome, and that the clip will be eyentaally 
shipped— not jierhaps with perfect promptitade, or in the very 
liighest condition — bat the great bulk of it will be shipped, at 
last. 

The e£fect of the gold discoveries of Australia upon the future 
production of wool is a matter of very serious considerataon. 
The country is capable of producing a far larger quantity, if the 
land were divided and managed in a more intelligent and effi- 
cient manner. But there is little doubt that wages will rule high 
upon the average. They niay reach a rate which the settlers 
cannot very well afford to pay. We do not think this likely, 
because in all large collections of men, great numbers are found 
who prefer an easy life with smaller remuneration, to severe 
labour woU paid ; and we think that a sufficient number of such 
men will be included in the very extensive immigration now set- 
ting in upon our shores, to supply a competent number of shep- 
herds and hutkeepers for our settlers. But the very extensive 
deseition of these pursuits for the more profitable employment 
at the mines is even already producing a very serious effect in 
the propagation of disease — ^the scab now spreading with great 
rapidity in many districts, and its virulence being sadly aided by 
the necessiigr of running the sheep in very large flocks, and not 
P^yixig proper atttftntion to their folding grounds. 
^ Another most important ciHiaideiwtion is suggesting itself is 
j^f^rence to this snltject, in the probable effect upon the wool of 
Qux sheep by the almost certainly inoreaaed value of the car- 
eass. With population pouring in with unexampled rapid- 
ity, the question arises as to the capacity of our present stock 
of sheep and cattle being long able to siq^ply the wants of 
the community for food; and any possible prospect of aeamty 
in that way must so materially affe«t the price of meat, that it 
is quite within the bounds of possibility that the day may come 
when the value of the carcass may bear such a proportkm to 
that of the fleece, that the latter m»y be nearly aHogether 
Delected. 

We may peihaps be «ill<nr«d to hkrt at one very obvious mode 
of assisting the settlers to overcome their present and fotom 
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difficulties. An increase in the price of wool of sixpence, eight- 
pence, or a shilling a pound, would enable them to do wonders 
in meeting a high rate of wages ; and the hard-headed and in- 
telligent manufacturers of England will do well to consider this 
Tiew of the subject, and to make up their minds, if the Austra- 
lian wool is in reality of importance tQ ihem, that a few extra 
pence per pound wiE be very far from thrown away. 

Two things lend pmilkmltttmi^aa^immM tka paresent subject, 
and they are well worthy the attention of those interested in the 
continued supply of Australian wool. One is the absurd and 
barbarous system of the present occupation of the Crown lands, 
which, amounting almost to a monopoly in favour of a few hun- 
dred squatters, produces the certain effects of all monopolies, 
waste and mismanagement, the sacrifice of the interests of a 
community to the benefit of a class, and the interruption of the 
natural progress of a country, capable, possibly, of being 
eventually made all that England herself is. The other evil is 
presented in the feeling of irritation excited in the minds of the 
rest of the community by the unreasonable nature of the de- 
mands of those gentlemen, in reference to their claims to the 
exclusive possession oi the lands, and the' unscmpulous means 
adopted for the aecomplishment of their object. If measures 
be not taken to relieve them from their present position of an- 
tagonism to the greitt bulk of the people, we fear the result will 
be that^ instead of being assisted in their pursuits, it will be- 
come 'a sort of religion upon the part of the' colonists so to 
hkniper sad oppose them, as eventually to do away with them as 
mere mnsaaoeg, ^ose obstmetiveness and want of adaptation 
to the ahered condition 'of the times, render their very existence 
ittdompiltiliie inthllie ivvlABe of the eokmy. 

Of the nunor artides of ex^orfe we have little to say. The 
inefeosed value of stock for sLanghter will almost entife^ do 
away with the boiUng-down system, md the further expost of 
ieSkm wffl most ^rohMf be very trilling indeed. As for hides 
aikI lioiriis, and baik aad bones, &c — if our mercaiktile frieoda 
fllhcMBe expect mnakk, attentJoatobe paid to <*8ach small deer," 
Isj ippafie MlsMa^V!^ to tbdr aaUes ni gold, we lliiidc that 
^tf-wlBtlMilSMf to ilfid themselveis grien>asly disafipoiBled. - 
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THE CBOP. 

Tlie great drain upon the labour market, and the profitable 
use of worldng cattle in conve^g stores to the diggings, bave 
prevented very mucb jof the land in ibis colony from being put 
under crop. And again, the extrayagant rates of fodder— bay 
being frequently higher in price than brown sugar — bave caused 
attention to these articles, to the prejudice of the growth of 
wheat As the only other great granaries of these seas, Van 
Diemen's Land and South Australia, bave also parted with a 
vast mass of their labounng population, we fear that the 
quantity of bread-stnffs which they will be able to supply will 
fall veiy far short of our absolute wants. The Sydney district, 
even in favourable seasons, cannot supply itself, and therefore 
we believe that veiy large importations of flour will be requisite. 
A few desultory speculations of the Americans to Sydney liave 
turned out rather unfavourably, wbich may indispose even the 
enterprising Yankees to further ventures ; but we hold a strong 
opimon, that we shall be willing purchasers of this great article 
of food, occasionally at very profitable rates indeed. 



OUB SOCIAL CONDITION* 
Deeply ii^jerested as iro ai^ in the wel£H« of ISbe eokmjjMad 
aatorallj tenaeioaa of ite chasraoter, it is witk the most siBBeie 
soarow that w« ocmfess tlut ite present eondzfeiQii, in a bcxmI 
point of view, is aimost as htA as it well can be. 

Apact from tiie aatoral efibats of 4 rich geld-ooiintiy, m innr- 
ing together a populaAkm of at leaat a veiy adventmrtmi dba- 
zacter, our near neigfaboufhood to the island into nideh CfaMat 
Bntion so racktossly persistB m pouing Ibe mminais tnm ber 
CKDwded jails, luu very ssriovdf eflbsted tbe ooMporitien of «Br 
ooBuntBiity. From diia sonree mtny tbonsaoidB of the greatot 
wnitehes aim have reached our shores, and the tone thcraty 
impasted to our soeietiy is one -winioh arveiy good oideea mast 
daploiii. Added to tMs^ a nmf^ig&Bt, faeble, and inooBgipBteitt 
Government has, by its laxity its parsimony, and its abaofaite 
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iitti>dcilit7^ 80 ccinplioated and fomented tke evils Moond 11% 
tbat the sociftl eonstitBtioa of the oohmy is m the most wretched 
eonditioa. Czkoes of 4he most feairfol character and degree 
abonnd on all sides ; the roads swarm with bashraogers ; the 
streets with burglars and desperadoes of every kind. In broad 
daylight, and in our most puBHc streets, men have been knocked 
down, ill-used, and robbed; aad shofs have been invaded by 
armed ruffians, who have *' stuck up " the inmates, and rifled the 
premises, even situated in crowded thoroughfares. At night, 
men dare not walk the streets, and thieves appear to be so thick 
upon the ground^ and to be so imceasing in their operations, 
that we feel certain they must often rob each other. Murders 
of the most frightful character have becoma so numerous that 
they scarcely excite attention for a day, and such is the ineffici- 
ency of our police system, that scarcely since the foundation of 
the colony has any one perpetrator of premeditated murder been 
brought to justice. The police are cowed, or leagued with the 
actors in the outrages ; witnesses and prosecutors are bribed, 
or intimidated from appearing ; the administration of ^e law 
13 fast sinking into contempt ; case after case is so cmifused 
with peijuiy and cross-swearing, that the facts are entirely 
hidden ; jurors are so scared with the concGtion of things 
around, that they are only too eager to return unfavourable 
verdicts, but this disposition is so complicated by the gross in- 
capacity of one at least of the principal law officers of the 
Crown, that the results are most «Usastrous. It is a shocking 
thing to say it, but we really believe that in many of the casaa 
abjudicated upon in our cximinal courts, what with peijuiy, the- 
absence of witnesses, the fears of panic-stzicken jurors, and the 
blunders of those who conduct the pr6secutions, no more sub- 
stantial justice is administered than would be the fact if cases 
were left to the chance decision of a " toss up." We have all 
the evils of Lynch Isw without its vigotir and its promptitade ; 
«ad a Yicy ceBtidenble pertkn of the eolCuaimity makes no 
eessmony of advocatmg the aitpodnetion 6^ that barbamas and 
sanguiRary praetiee. 

This is doi^»aess a paittftil piotare. Zt Is, aiw ! %o« trae a 
ona ; w« wish t!hat we €<mld selt^ ita taats, er oelQQr.it a MHId 

I. 
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more t)righily. But we have shown the advantiiges of the 
colony ; we cannot honestly suppress its evUs, We write to in- 
form, not to mislead; and whatever the aspect of thie colony, 
onr duty at present is simply to describe it. 



THE STEAMEBS. 
The commencement of steam communication — the event so 
anxiously looked for by the colonies as so advantageous to both 
countries — has not been very auspicious. Five steamers 
have arrived up to the present Hme, and none of them 
have achieved a passage much 'superior to that of many 
sailing vessels. The AuttraKan and the Sydney were the 
worst cases : judging from these specimens, we are not dis- 
posed to augur much for the Australian Steam Navigation 
Company's enterprise. The Chusan and the Formosa were 
better, but not equal to yhat we should expect from the splen- 
did fleet under the control of the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steai](^ Navigation Company. The Great Britain made a 
passage of eighty -three days; but probably she would have 
distanced all her rivals by some days had it not been for a 
mistake about the coals. We hope veiy soon to witness the 
results to be attained by the Panama route ; but meantime we 
beg to impress upon the proprietors of steamers to Australia, 
that they may just as wel} send out sailing-vessels if the 
steamers cannot make passages of about sixty to seventy days. 
The prolonged passage of the Sydney was a positive evU of 
great magnitude; it detained the mails needlessly, confused 
commercial transactions, and caused very great anxiety. 



INTERCOLONIAL TRAFFIC. 
In connection with this subject, we may mention that an 
immense increase in intercolonial traffic has caused a oone- 
sponding rise in the value of steam-vessels for the trade. A 
striking instance recently occurred. The Clarence, a small 
steamer, built in England for the Australian colonies, was stM 
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for 29,0502. ; while her first cost, incltiding the expense of 
bringing her out, was about 13,000Z. She is the property of 
a eompany in Tan Biemen's Land, and runs between this 
port and Launceston, Another instance was the Keera; she 
cost about 6,00Q{. in England not many months since, and 
was sold the other day for 10,500{. These facts speak for 
themselTes as to the profits made upon the exportation of 
steamers, and the rate of remuneration at which they can be 
worked. 



FINANCIAL. 

The financial prosperity of the colony is evidenced by the 
fact that the revenue for the past September quarter amounted 
to 462,340Z. Is. 6d,, while in the corresponding quarter of the 
previous year it was only 63,1942. 6«. Id, Land was sold during 
the quarter to the value of 267,754Z. 4». lOd. The gold licenses 
yielded 109,7952. 10». 4<2., besides l6jfe97Z. 4*. lid. for escort 
fees. The Customs* duties alone realized 55,378Z. 8s. 1^ 

On the other hand the public expenditure has enomously 
increased. The estimates for next year have just been laid 
before the Legislative Council. The ways and means are set 
down at 1,733,6001., the expenditure at 1,749,0422. Of this 
latter sum not less than 412,7152. is for the police establish- 
ments; 94,4492. for penal establishments; the administration 
of justice, 42,2802.; military, 67,489/.: making a total of 
016,933/. to be spent in protecting life and property, and re- 
pressing crime. That such a sum should be deemed neces* 
sary for the purpose in so limited a community, is sujfficientl^ 
significant of the blessings to be reaped from close proximity 
to a penal colony. 



THE YIELD OF WOOL. 
All recent advices agree in showing the extreme anxiety 
that is felt among the woollen manufacturers of Great Britain 
with respect to the probable efiect of the gold discoveiy upon 
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Mir yiM of wooi^ We ar« bap^, UMreferc, to Vd i^le to 
ti^Mt 00 f«r f wrotvMbly of 4lie mufctor la to atato Chftt tike 
thoariog 18 piooeoding nitb its wmA regoiaiil^— tlia* llio 
90ttles8 fittd no «Bfio«]ity m secMeing tho sernoes of «■ «!»' 
i»«te Bsmbcr of mott^ iKulii for «»falqg afid w i aov to^g tike 
ft C D oo I — d titot l^ero is ovi^y reosomlblo fVobiAiiily of «bO 
ipoid Msg omiy^fed to the^Mts for t^pmsmt Iritfaout any voiy 
ntooos'oqMtooorvnjveiyoflno'as May* T^o n«B ^ v«g>M 
for washing, shearing, See,, is, of cotirse, higher than nsnalt 
but, as stated in a previous En^ish smnmaty, there has 
grown up throughout these colonies a large class of men who 
have become so accustomed to tak^ the shearing, reaping, <kc., 
at the proper seasons, that Ae labeor-market must readi a 
▼erjr peculiar coadxtioa indeed heCboe oitlMr the vooi or 4ie 
cereal crops are likd j to go ungathered ttUogether. 

While upon this subject, however, we ^must remark bxieflj^ 
upon the fact of the last inteUigence from the wool-miai^ets of 
Great Britain being ei -tt ^erj vnsaAisfaetoiy n^itiape as regards 
the raiees realized, the rates for most deseiiptions of wocd 
rutin^PRaiae pence per pound lower than previous quGftations. 
It must be obvious to all tiiat this a^Bards but rery poor en- 
oouragement to Australian setders to meet a high rate d 
wages, the difficulties of contending with disease, and of getting 
np and forwarding their wool in fir8t4nto style. We havo 
before warned those intorasted in this important trade, and we 
now warn them again most emphattcaUy, tha^ there is a pro- 
oess going on which has a most marked ten<tency to lead to 
the detmoscati<m of o« bewitafui AuslamEan wools. The 
rapid influx of p(^ulat4o% all immediatdgr becoming latg^ 
consumers of animsd food, and able to pi^ handsomely fbr it, 
must, at no distant date, lead to such a predominance of the 
value of the carcass, in proportion to that of the fleece, as to 
cause the latter to be comparatively neglected. 

If, then, the Britosh manufS»etai?er rea% values the fine 
wools of this continent, it will be necessary that he should show 
his appreciation of tliem by aflbrding the only legitimate en- 
couragement in his power. If he pays such a price as will 
stai keep the fleece to its proper relative position to the carcass, 
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the fillmg iq^ of the e&mti^ viU iacseaM ovae es^Gti of wool 
withoat much deteriorating either its quality or coD^Ktion^ 
"B^ if he aUowa the fdite to sh^c agaia aad again, tiM it 
hADoaaae aoareely woirth eonaideratioa in these golden timee, 
it must be evident to aU that the sheep will %e reared alknost 
solely ^th a liew to a siiqpplj 4>f Ibod, the floe wook of Austra- 
lia wXk heeome as matter of Msk>tr, and G^ieat Brition will hare 
to aeek m etkes ocoiitnes. a appply of raw materitd for one of 
her pmaipal iwamifaatige^ 



GBOIiOOY OF THE VICTORIA GOLD FIELDS. 

ZrriUCT FSOH a despatch' FBOlf LUSUT.-GOTE&NOR ZJiTBOBE. 

I present the following report for the information of her 
Msyesty^s Government. 

In the case of the workings at Anderson's Creek, sixteen 
miles from Melbourne, though the ground was placed at the 
close of August under the direct supervision of the^rowB 
Commissioner of the county of Bourke, and no person allowed 
to continue the search for gold without permissioD, it was 
e^ident that the constant rains and floods interposed such 
obstacles in the way of the work attempted to be carried on in 
the bed of a watercourse, as to render any steady gain out of 
the question ; and subsec^^uent events, to be presently referred 
to, have caused the almost entire teniporary abandonment of 
the ground. 

The workings at Clunes, ninety miles from Melbourne, 09 
One of the head waters of the West Loddon river, were more 
perseveringly carried on for a time, during the latter part of 
August and beginning of September. The people congregated 
there were subjected to the occasional oversight of an officer of 
Government, and surveillance of a small detachment of the 
native police-force, with the full understandmg that heei^es 
must be taken out as soon as the proper officer was in a position 
to come upon the ground, and cany out the regulations. But 
before this could be done, they also were suddenly deserted 
not from any real unproductiveness, but from the discovery, 
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vnthin a distance of thirty miles, of the new gold-field, to whicli 
I now turn. 

A personal visit and inspection of the ground, from whici?. 
I returned a few days ago, has been of great use to me in fomi- 
ing a judgment of the real state of the case. 

The locality now known by the name of the Ballarat dig^ 
ings lies about six miles in a direct line from the remark- 
able volcanic hill still known by the native name of Bonin« 
yong, and to the west of Warreneep, another eminence of 
similar origin, rising on the same ridge or water-shed, the 
geological formation of the countiy would appear to be the 
ordinaiy quartz ore, iron, sandstone, and clay slate, which is 
so general throughout this colony. Golden Point, where the 
principal workings at Ballarat have been opened, presents, 
superficially, no feature to distinguish it from any other of the 
numerous forested spurs which descend from the broken ranges 
at the foot of the higher ridges, and which bound the valley 
of the Leigh on either side. Yet although it is now seen 
that ike gold is to be found in one position or another, in 
greater or less quantities, in the whole of the surrounding 
(Bountiy, both on the ranges, or in the flats, or in the water- 
courses, various causes ^ould seem to have ^ven this parti- 
cular point a superficial structure at least very distinct from 
others in its neighbourhood as far as they have been examined, 
an'd have made it the depository of a far greater quantity of the 
precious metal, within a limited area, than has hitherto been 
discovered. This particular structure, as far as it is now dis- 
closed, would appear to be confined to the lower, and especially 
-the northern and north-eastern portions of the extreme slopes 
and extremities of the spur. Roughly stated, a section of a 
working shows, under the superficial soil :— 

1. Red ferruginous earth and gravel, 

2. Streaked yellowish and red clay. 
"8. Quartz gravels of moderate size. 

4. Large quartz pebbles and boulders; masses of ironstone, 
•set in very compact clay, hard to work. 

5. Blue and white clay. 

6. Pipe clay. 
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Below which none of the workings have as yet heen carried. 
Yet although such may be the general order of the strata, 
nothing is more striking than the irregularity of the proper- 
tions in which they are found to he distributed, the variety of 
inclination observable within a limited space, or the unequal 
4epth at which any given stratum may be found to lie below 
t^e surface. In some workings the pipe-clay may be reached 
at the depth often or twelve feet; in others, not at thirty or 
upwards. In fact, there are hardly two workings, however 
approximate, which furnish similar sections. Gold has been 
detected, I believe, in all the supeiior formations, even in the 
-superficial soil. But by far the richest deposit is found in the 
small veins of blue clay, which lie almost above the so-caUed 
" pipe-clay,** in which no trace of the ore has been discovered. 
The ore is, to all appearance, quite pure. It is found occa- 
sionally in roUed or waterwom irregular lumps, of various 
sizes, from a quarter or half an oimoe to one or two ounces in 
weight, sometimes incorporated with round pebbles of quartz, 
which appears to have formed its original matrix; at other 
times, without any admixture whatever, in irregular rounded 
or smooth pieces, and again in fused, irregular masses of pure 
metal of great beauty, weighing, in some instances, seven or 
nine ounces. It is also found combined with quartz pebbles or 
gi-avel of various sizes, evidently united to them while in a|fused 
state, and on the surface of the detached masses of iron sand- 
stone, but in the greatest abundance in the clays, from which it 
is washed in the form of rounded or flattened grains, like sifted 
gravel and sand of varied sizes. These will, however, be fre- 
quently seen to be interspersed with larger pieces, either pure 
or combined with quartz, as before described. 

I have met with no instances in this locality of the form 
commonly called ^ scale gold.'* The seams of the auriferous 
blue day, the general position of which I have described, are 
found to be moat irregular in their deposit, and seldom more 
than four or five inches in thickness. They appear, disappear, 
and break oft, and thin out, continually. The closest proximity 
to a rich vein in an acQacent working can afford no certain as- 
surance that the labour of the adventurer will be similarly re- 
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-vwded. I may give your lo rdri j ip some ideaof th« Tfkloe of yu» 
partial deposit, h&wmes, wiwB kit upon, %y ststing that I wit- 
aeased, during my ^nait, tbe wa^iiag of two tin dishes ai Mtt 
olay, of about tii»Bly inehas ia dsametar, the yield of whioh wiia 
BO less than eight ponnda' weight of pore gold ; and I ha;ve saeai 
two or at oiost tibree cobie ia^as of the aama yield four OBBeee^, 



MELBOUBa^E AS I SAW IT. 

BT A STDHST TIBITOB* 

On arriving at WiUiamstown, the first thing whii^h attraict» 
the eye is the immense amount of shippmg anchored in the 
harbour, most of which, from the disordered state of the rig- 
ging, you at once perceive have been hud up from somue cause 
for a length of time ; and upon iufoiiy you are informed that 
many of the fine fleet before you have been there jfor nearly the 
past twelvemonth for want of hands* ^' All gone to the diggings, 
sir," said our informant. " See that saucy little bark there ; her 
eaptain gave the men leave to gfi four months ago, and now he 
has advertised for them to come back — ^but don't he wish he 
may get them! " Of vessels so cireumstaBfied there cannot be 
fewer than from fifty to sjjdy, notwithstanding that the enorm- 
ous figure of ixom 602. tx) 70Z. is freely o£Eered to seamen for 
the run home. 

The city itself; though well laid out, is ia the meet wretched 
eondilion as regards aU sanitary regidatioas, and as regards 
what is of still more immediate consequence to its inhabitaats 
— protection for life and property. The rains, which have not 
yet ceased for the season, continue to pour down in incessant 
torrents, covering all the flat and marshy ground aroood the 
city, and within it it is no exaggeration to say that the stveeta 
axe like so many rivers of mud, and ia maay instaooes kaee- 
deep. So deep and so dirty are the streets, that one out of 
every three pedestrians you meet in the course of the day, ha& 

his nether man encased in a pair of huge leather boots no 

other way of getting along with safety being available. The 
corporation of Sydney may be blamed, and perhaps jusU|^iia 



mmj haiataaeesr for wbgUct of cbit^ ; bat tkose who so sever^ 
taiLB Haem to taefa^ ong^t to eonte to MeS>GaxB6, the g(^fea d^, 
flod ti&e a lesMtt fipom Hie citi«^s» iuMfc lei^feiettt maa&eir m 
lAvMi tbe eitf ccnzoetft af "tliflA cify p€^l!bfiAS! ttift ftmctions* AM 
t» tbeillthy state of tli» strecfts ^t mtai&m»3i, ih« fact that 
tHero is BO gas m tbe tow% iu)r is them iH^ slightest ivMempt 
BMde tO'S^t it in «^ wa^, a&d t^timter for cidisfffy pFiupeses 
is so dear as to become tm wMdl» <3i Ivaaof xattier iham oi nse^ 
aad TOO ivSl be able to lozm some slight idfea of th« sanitary 
condition of iaaa besm Meal cdty* 

. Befozfe fbmuag your offBieny however, there is yet another 
ingredient m its social conc^on to be eensidered, namely, that 
tiiere is not homehold acceanao^tibB fbr ene-thiid of its pre- 
sent ooenpants. I hawe seen instances of oTer-orovdiBg ia 
sleepiDg apartments since I came here, that were it to ooonr in 
any other oormtry in the world woutd breed almost instant 
fe^er. It is no rare thing to- see twenty stont and stalwart men 
each requiring as much air for the proper inflation of his Inngs 
as an ox, stretched tipon tite fleior of a elose, eonfined, un- 
venii^ied room, night after nigi^t, and fer this predons aeeom- 
modadoB yarions prices are charged, fiT>m one-and -sixpence to 
half-a-crown. When I saw iMs crowd, I couM not help thinking 
that the Yankee phm on snch an emerg^cy wtmld answer ad- 
mirably. It was to lay the first bateh down on the floor till 
Ifiey gfot asleep,, and then ** stand them up on end** against the 
wall, and lay down another set, and so en, till the room might 
be as well packed as the Egyptiian Necropolis. Nor in this re- 
Bpeet are what maybe termed respectable taTems nmch better, 
I know an instance where fom men were sleeping in one room, 
in a respectable hotel, and were all thrown into dirty sheets, 
handed on the first morning of thdr sojonm, dirty, nay, filthy 
towels ; and after the h^se of foor days, I happened to meet 
w$(ih one of ^e pcnrty, andmiddng inqniry as to whether there 
had been any reftirm in the toflet department, *^ No," said he, 
** the same nasty ^ings are i&ere yet. We asked for a change^ 
bnt we#e told that if we did not Bfce tibem we might change onr 
qnarters, tmA se we are jnst as befere." Change their quarters, 
indeed T weUf did Mr. Bonif^tce know that that was impossible. 
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The charge for this aooommodation is 2». 6d. per lught per 
man ; 2s» 6d» per maa for a miserable ezense for abre^fast ; 
$$. for a dinner, in whioh beef and mutton are made to rbig thtf 
changes altomaitely ; and 2$, dd, for tea^-and oh, ye gods ! sndll 
a tea. Civility is so scarce an article in the market, that It is 
tmqaotable. Privato lodgings are still more difficult to be ob- 
tuned, and that, too, at the modest figure of 30». per weelE'iiNr 
accommodations that few wonld think of offering in yoof eHy^ 
The houses in general are bat half finished, and when-they is^ 
crammed full, sometimes as maay as four families in a smftQ 
box of a place not sufficient to accommodate a fourth dftM 
people thrust into it, yon may conceiTe how disagreeably skiuitod 
the whole are. I haye been in many places, and have seen the 
over-crowded lodging-houses in abnost all the emigrating ports 
of Great Britain ; but all that I have ever beheld in that way 
faUs short of a tithe of what I have seen since I came to HeU 
bourne; and yet the ciy is still they come, **not in single files 
but in battalions." 

This alarmiag state of things has at length aroused ti^e at- 
tention of Government, and caused them to advertise foe tonden 
for the construction of wooden sheds for the reception of tiva 
immense masses of emigrants expected here in the course of 
the spring, but whether they will find workmen enough to 
farego the chances of gold-digging to construct them is «t 
present problematic. Another matter which the LegisdaHwD 
Council has taken up to remedy the evils arising from tAm state 
of things, is the relaxation of the Act in reference to the budd- 
ing of weatherboard hoiises within the city. If this had been 
idone at an earlier date, much hardship, miseiy, and humatt 
suffering would have been arrested : for X can assure yott that 
with all the outward prosperity, the flowing wealth, and the 
profuse expenditure of money whioh goes on h^e, there are 
many, very many cases of habeas and unfortunate destitution. 
Many a person haa come here with a high heart, a stout an% 
and a light purse, and althou^ the demand for labour is abuai- 
ant, still, before he could prooure that suitable to his oapacHf , 
instances not few nor rare have ooeuited wherein the li^taess 
of his purse brought him to destitution in a place wli«r« 0fii|r 
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Beeessaiy of life is sold ftt almost famine prices. I partieularly 
warn your readers against coming here slightly provided for, in 
a peciuiiary point of viev, £» should they stop here long, they 
niJU find that it is no sueh easy matter to liye, or even subsisl^ 
m this place, 

.. The moral condition of the population is (I mean of the 
Musses) deplorably low. Proceed where yon will, oaths, exe^ 
oraiionsy and obscmly grate upon yonr ear. Every pnblie* 
h«as6— and the name is legion— &om early morning till even- 
lug (no respectable peo]^ are out afl«r nightfall), resonndei 
with brawl and indecency. Intoxicalion seems to have run zio£ 
among the lower orders ; and so far from that gold, which they 
all seem to have in proAision, being attended with a blessing, I 
verily believe that to many it will be a bitter cnrse. I have no 
means of estimating how much money is spent daily in this 
way ; but when I inform you that no man can open his mouth, 
and swallow anything^ even-, a ^isas of '* oolcmial," in a public- 
house, under sixpence, and when I state that I believe there ard 
ait least 5,000 habitual drunkards wj^n the ci^, not to speak 
si the *' iQoderate" men, it will be seen that the amount of gold 
tiUuBt thus disposed of must be enormous. 

Crime of a more heinous dye is just as prevalent as drunk- 
enness. No man having even the appearance of respectabiHty^ 
can go abroad in the unlighted, unswept, and filthy str«etd 
without running the risk of being "bailed up^" as the slang 
jpdurase goes ; and should the victim of these marauders make 
resistance, or, what is worse,1 should he prove a ** blank," and 
ao plunder be found up<Mi him, woe betide the unln<^ wight 
iax daring to be abroad without his podcets being well lined to 
satisfy these gentlemen of the road, whose depredations are 
rendered of easy pei^Scarmance in consequence of the laxity of 
the police force, if a force It can be called. 

Some people here go so £ur as to assert that these ruffians 
mod the custodians of the law and the property of the people, 
ave in league, with' what grounds I cannot say; but certain I 
amy that were it so, they could not more efifectnally assist the 
*^ pffr^piig " fraternity ihmk they at present do. It is provo^ial, 
tliat a p^ceman is ne^^ to be found wh^ wanted;, but in 
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MtUxmnM^itia said, Omt foit k*d better wamt a polioeman than 
flad one; for, is ibe famar aaae, ^oa may protect yonrseli; 
vhikt in tba «? eat ef eallui|» for, aad fiftdSng, ona of the Bliie% 
yoM are yery likely to fkad « comfeierata robber. The per^ 
formanoes of these gentlemen are not jnst confined to tilie mere 
pnetiee of *^ bailing^,** Ae«gb that foms a \ery IncratiYe 
portion oi thak trade, ibr bmtglaxiea and highway robberiea are 
becoming aaore frefvewt Aan ever. I xaay mention one in- 
oideat, atin^ kt itae^ but ealwriale^ to show how audaciously 
tlwae gentry ^vaue tikor arrocatioo. A few eveningB rince^ 1 
waa at the bowse of a tftitei ef that peaoe-loTing class called 
i^iakera^ and aeverai otiier geetknieB were there besides, when 
we were all at once staried by a beaivy rap at the door. Our 
beet and <<fiiesid" igtrntediately opened it^ when a berctileaBi 
aavage thnidt a great bidlet-head inside^ and, in the most in« 
Solent toBfis, demanded eiliier money or a night's lodging* 
iF^send John expoatalated; bat, b^g vather dixniniitive in 
stature, the intruder pad but Klitle aittention to him until he 
percetTed the company, when he retired grombliiig and swear- 
ing, ** what, though be was a Government man, he bad as good 
a right to summut as any other." It is generally believed here 
that the paarti6s who are the ringleaders, at least, of those vaga- 
bonds ore those genttonen wbom Earl Grey so pathetically 
describes as bearing &voaralde comparison with the free emi- 
grants who have oome here ; and shoidd the biU now bef<M« the 
Council for stopping the afovesmd class of scoundrels from in- 
festing lAieae shores prove laefiectiml, I understand that it is 
the intention of 'tiie obiaeas to form themselves into a sort <tf 
voluiteer watehgnavd for the protection- of life and property. In 
&6t, if the iMresent disoiganized state of society continues much 
longer, some such prooee<&ig will be absolmtely necessary, as 
Government seems to pay no heed whatever to the matter. 
They are, I am given to undetstandy too busy with schemes for 
the aggraadinement of their parltasana and supporters to heed 
the welfare of the commUBify. 

The advaflMse of MeihoMme^ in a commercial point of view, ia 
swpriaiocg^y rapid, and 8o> far her preeperi^r seems to be baaed 
on ft sajfe moawtafy fonndalion. The business part of the city 
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]fi (a-owddd «ach cU^ liQf m aiudan tiwovg, wosCif pasrtaes fcv- 
paring for, ok vetunuBg &oib^ the diggn^s. The phyaifBe of 
these different lots is %utd amaans ^ cmkenfinleh In on* 
lot you will see the Ute^ tamed ^new cbioii,** mtli h»dl«> 
fullj cultivated moiii»tach€|y raised cm iiie vof age, « U Bond- 
street, his leath^n ommSlti, hu itmey sfewk, «fed his -^ sirag^ 
done up ia Macintosh. In Mfe0th» jqdv au^ heboid the ** (dd 
hand," the wmy old file who has ^aua^^aigDed It «t the Tiotm, «t 
Braidwood, and at the Momiit, aad who i» sow prepaxing for a 
trip to the Bendigo, Int who desdkares that there la ao use going 
tin the roads aie opexw With him them is none of yo«r:finez7. 
A pair of stoat hoots, a hbHftket, and tlie evefftasidag «' hook-pot,** 
complete his eqaipmest. Aaon you ester a gold-hnyei's 9hop» 
aad perceiy« a por^ dispooBg of the peoeeeds of Hieir ad^ 
venture. One party of three tiMit I saw the <0ther day, had 141^ 
pounds weight to dispose at Aaotber, a saHor lad, had 28 Ihs.^ 
the produce of three mon^ths' week at Hie Bendigo* Such ia.* 
staaises are of no rare occan»nce; m abort, tbey are rati^r tha 
rale than the exeeptiaB. 

Whilst I haipe said so xnudi ahov^ the immarality of the 
^ace, it is hut lair to atate tlmt my remarha t^ffify osQj t& a 
certain class, who are, as it were, heyaad^the pale of aodaty, hot 
whose coadact exesctses a pemicioiis iaflafeaee upon the Ti4iale 
social system. Ihaveheffli to most ctf "^e ehurohes on si^ 
hath, and I waa pileased to fokd aH of them -wtfH filled with i»« 
apectahle and atteaila^ congregalianB. Indeed, m one par- 
tkmlar, it may he said tbafc the desgy are reaping a goLden 
harvest firom the diggiags themsdhrea. I idkale to tiie.«lemfmd 
which there ^a for their services ia that ^sremEony whieii hmda 
the sexes together ^ finr hatter far worse " thaou^h life. And let 
me inform yoa that a c^gger^ marriage here is lato avery day 
affair, though they he era each saeoessive Sunday ^ thick as 
leaves in YaUamhrosa." The tURi-eiXt en aAaeeamns is spiey. 
I have seen even the wheels of the vehicles (six in numher) 
adorned with rosettes of love ribhons ; the Jarvey and the horse 
covered with white so profusely that at a distance they might 
pass for a small locomotive pyramid of snow. And such dresses 
as are worn. by the brides and bridesmaids — such silks, such 



174 

sKliiis, orange blossoms, and all the paraphernalia requisite and 
necessary to adorn the saciifiLce which the blooming fair one is 
about to make of her precious self to John Snobs, the fortunate 
goA-digger, but now the doubly fbriunate Snobs. 

Sometimes you will see an attempt to ape the genteel in a 
style that is tndy xidiouloiis. The Scotch have a proverb to ^di^ 
e&ct that << butter wiU come through the brose," and, in tli«s^ 
instances, eveiything might pass off unnoticed, and the world 
be cheated into the belief that the parties were not of the more 
mob, but for seme such unlucky circumstance as the ^ bappj 
man" exgoying the blast <^ the *^ dudeen," or, as it is more fa* 
miliarly called, ^* blowing a cloud," amidst the fineiy whieh for 
the nonce suziound him* On last Sunday, a genius of this 
kidney walked straight to the church, pipe in his teeth, and 
never remembered the oireomstaaoe till admonished at the 
altar by the clergymen on the levity of his conduct. Bings, 
pins, wat jhes, and ornaments of all kinds, are greatly in re- 
quisition by this class, most of whom, like the famous boys of 
Kilkenny, in the olden time, **are stout roving blades,*' and 
spend their money freely, when they get into company [with 
** pretty young maids.'* It is at the circus and in the theatre, 
howeve , that the fortunate gold digger is seen to full advan- 
tage. In days gone by, when T. P. Cooke used to do the 
Sidlor, to the unbounded admiration of eveiy true British tai^ 
Jack used, on such occasions, to demonstrate his own foohfifa- 
ness and the strength of his pocket at the same time; but It 
was reserved for the Melbourne miner to cap the climax of all- 
surdity in this respect. It is not enough for him to give dght 
or ten shillings for a seat, and to shout his applause as loud as 
any other donkey, but he needs must mark his approbation of 
the veriest stuff that ever was ranted &om a stage, by the moro 
substantial tokens of crowns, half-crowns, and sovereigns, 
thrown on the stage to their particular favourites. 
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DESCRIPTION OF MELBOURNE. 

B7 A aOLD-SEEKEIU • 

.( Altfapogh the soenexy in the neighbourhood of the capitid of 
Viotona cftn lay claim to hat little pvetension of what Br. 
8fBtaxleft his home in search oi, still there are many pleasa&t 
ij^tAst m its vicinity where one giveii to rambling may spend a 
qviet afternoon, and where *' ye ntanxiers and ye customs of ye 
p«<^le " may be learned as ekady as if yon mingled in all their 
everyday avocatioBS. I do not remember who it was that said 
that a London shopkeeper was only to be known when he got 
rid of the smoke on a Sunday ; and verily I believe the remark 
i^yplies with great tmthfalsess to the shopoeraoy of Melbourne, 
B8 w^ as to those of the insignificant village on the banks of 
the Thames. Amongst the most pc^ular places of resort, or as 
they are facetiously styled by some, Sabbath recreation, are St. 
Silda, and Liardet*s Beach, both situated on the margin of the 
noble bay, nearly opposite Williams Town. Although Mel- 
houme possesses a tolerably fair steam fleet, in the shape of 
Taiious tug boats, belonging chiefly to Captain Cole, not one of 
tJaese vessels is allowed to ply on Sunday ; and hence, as may 
be supposed, there is, upon one day in the week at least, a very 
^reat demand for horseflesh. In fact, the horse-market~*-X 
mean the bazaars and livery stables— upon a Sunday mornings 
presents quite an animated speotode, for here almost every mas- 
euline biped of the ^«nus Iwmo considers it his peculiar privilege 
to mount his horse on Sunday, without, be it remembered, tibe 
smallest reference to the fact as to whether he can ride or not; 
and permit me to say that sundry jokes have been crcked at 
sailors on horseback, but were the perpetrators to see a lot of 
diggers and shopmen in Melbc^ime mounted on their Rozi* 
nantes, henceforth and for ever they would hold their peace. 
Scenes the most laughable occur, yet all seems to be in good 
part. The fellows have come out to eiijoy themselves, and are 
not to be put out of humour by trifles- 

St. Kilda lies about three miles from Melbourne, on the south 
side of the ¥arra, and as there is no highway, except the usual 
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bosh rats, after the Prince's Bridge is crossed, the walk or ride, 
which you please, is very pleasant. Arrived at the village, you 
are somewhat surprised at the appearance of rapid growth 
wffich eveiything indicates. Houses (wooden of course) are in 
eovBoe of eon9fenictxo(& — some nearly fioa^ed, others but csom- 
jnenced — and yet so eager are ihe ^(sfie for hosstt aocom- 
arodation, that the shingloB ore sowieefy vd. the roo£s beDsse 
they ore tenaistad. At St. Silda these is a Tery fine hotel, ct 
n^itfh I can assail you they eh«rge ^mry fine ftrioes ; bat tii«m 
Ziord bless you, in 4&e ^'go-aJiead eity," as Melbomme is mmr 
«aQed, who cares ibr a handftil of silver? I was much pleased 
to observe here a taste more generally 4sStaaeA for ihe oiikm- 
tiest of flowers than is to be found generaUy adMivt Me£boinaEie. 
I like to see those pretty Htde fiots of groand, in froskt of 
^JhraDing-houses, neatly asiid easeftiiy oaltursted, as to my mind 
it gives stronger evidenoe ef the oomfigrt of Uie ** people within," 
l^ian almost any &Sk0r chrciimBtance, barrin* a balance at your 
bankei's, which can be naswed. 

The ramble from St Kildii to liardel^s Beach, by ^le nuogia 
of die wide and neble bfty, a distance of about two miles, is both 
healt^M and agreeable — not that the scenery of the bay is of 
tracii a deseripdon as to eaU forth many euooiniiians from tiie 
t^^ist, for beyond the broad expanse of water, dcFtied, m^, 
elosely studded witib shippmg at saiehor^ there is nothing to 
relieve the d^ monotony of the place. At liasdet^s, how^vei^ 
tfa» scene cfasBges, and fpom the shore and your own refleotifW3 
<that is, if you be like dw pwsoA's faerse, of a reflective turn oif 
mind) you are once mere aroused by ^e din of human voices. 
Sere they are again— ^cpheepeni, shopmen, diggers, ladies, 
<ikgg&m' wives, horses, hadGsey cnodages, ahasdys, gigs, and 
almost eveiy posinble and semetimes very questionable modes 
«f eenveyanoe, all cangsegifled on die sand. Pedestrians wan- 
<dering, promenading, flirting, driiJdng, lau^^iing, *^lp*>g on 
^B pier, and in the ^lade of Hke cool vezsadahs, pio-sics in the 
aerub, mirth and meinsment ewryr^ere ; boatmen lustily bswl- 
ing for passengers, and waitos t>r more drink at the bar of the 
hotel. Tents are pibciied upon jiU the gvoiaDd sisrounding this 
house of entertainineist^ wiiesein many a new dltam for tha 
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first time indtilges in a glass of ale, and when he has paid six- 
pence and swallowejL his swankey, declared upon his honour and 
soul that ** It is not half so good as Burton or Alton." A good 
deal of novelty is added to this scene hy the constant transit to 
and from a large ship, the Duke of Bedford, which is here 
moored off the pier, and turned into a model lodging-house, 
"Bed and hoard, sir," said our conductors on hoard, the other 
day, "for two pounds a week ; delightful marine residence and 
boatage found into the bargain." Decidedly the accommoda- 
tions are excellent, and the worthy proprietor, I was informed, 
keeps a good table. I need scarcely say, that his apartments 
are fall; and it would be well if a few more of the dozens upon 
dozens of idle ships now lying in harbour were turned to an 
equally useful and profitable account to their owners. I was 
a good deal surprised to find amidst all the recreations of all 
classes and all kinds who -visit the beach upon Sunday so little 
riot or intoxication. That an immense amount of liquor is 
drunk there is no doubt ; but still, except upon the arrival of a 
lot of ."new chums," with more money than sense, you will 
hardly observe any riot or drunkenness. Noise there is — ^Babel 
itself could not be worse, but still there is order. 

Thie road from the beach to town lies through a low, marshy 
scrub, which presents not one single pleasing feature, except, in- 
deed, we were to diverge at the Emerald Hill, and take a look in 
at the encampment. *This encampment, it will be observed at a 
glance, consists but of the tents of gold-diggers in transitu to 
the Mount or elsewhere. You are scarcely on the hill till that 
fact becomes painfally apparent. There are the coverings 
erected by poor new-comers to shelter themselves from the 
heavens, and to make a temporary but safe refuge for them- 
selves, their luggage, and their families. And oh ! such squalor, 
sttch misery, and such a ground for imbibing the seeds of dis- 
eases, which may never again be eradicated from the system ! 
It is pitiable to see well-dressed and genteelly reared females, 
young and tender infants as well as grown-up persons, crouch- 
ing, and squatting in those miserable wigwams, of which a 
North American Indian would be ashamed. But what can the 
creatures do? I do not like to particularize, but a few days 

u 



abee I dropped np<Hirf»i old iiiendi ca&e who at l^ome was irdot 
te hma and to e^ojr tba eooaforta <^ 1^ aad pei&rtteA aoewlrf, 
and neyer ahaU X foirget tb«^ mate Imt ezfnresfllTe look of abjael 

desolatioa witk ^^oh>e Inoughtme iik te see Mrs. S ^ 

and tthe twa daoldxeiL. <* This> k difletent firom wiiot tlie ftunr- 
bog leetnxars and paid phftantJMropiste at home led as te he- 
lieye," said he. And 8» ift was. I asked if he had got a 
skoation. '* Tes^' said he,. ** I have; h«t what of that f 1 get 
4tL a week,, but eaonot gist a twti-roeBied hovel te put them into 
(|poistmg with affeetimi te his fimiily)^ for less tfeate 31 I0f., aotd 
what with bread al T^dL per Ib.» beef at 6d. mid 7d^ wood at 
SU I09.f and water at God knows how mneh— do yon thai: it 
possible we could snbsist oa. SOc. p«r week ? ** I leoiild remnn no 
longei^ so shaking mj firiend by the hand, bade him he of good 
cheer^ and departed. 

The botanic garden is another feronrlte resort for the ]€el> 
boninitea upoa Sunday : bat ite visitors are of ti dUBbMnt dass. 
This is the growid where^ half the *^ matdbes^ whiish griace oar 
chtirches daily are centraeted ; hef e it is that newfy-manied 
husbands display te wondermg^ swains theb lovely (f) and 
loving (?) brides--at leaei during the honeymoon it is so. The 
collection of flowers is not ol the best description, bemg rather 
too gaudy and too coaaiauosi £or aneh a ]^aee ; bnt if they he 
gandy there is some exense te be foond for the curator^ in tb* 
circumstance that he is naturally driven te eompete with gar- 
deners of human flowers who perambuilAte his walks. Snch a 
blaze ef silk and satin, . such bonnets,, such feathera, fiowen 
(artiflcial, of course), and such 'ribbons — such finery of ail 
kinds as is displayed on that little piece of groond on one rinj^ 
Sunday, would set yoor brahis a wedl-gath^ing ^as te how om 
earth Melbourne produced as many dress and bonnet-makets 
as could rig out this nxart of faahioD* X was partieulariy strode 
with the freshness aoid beoaty of many of the eharming b«Be» 
who frequent the gardens, regular Baby BU^s in their wayv 
contrasting strongly with the general saHow and somewhai ae- 
chmatized style of fenude beanty prevalent aiboiit Sydney. 
They are general^ handsome, and firesh in ooloor ; but then^ 
if they should ehuwe te open their lips, the Mnridn is at once 



^syHiM?» «9d tks ^UKfllei dMcka^ uicl Uivi^iiBf eyos^ which bo* 
a, nwniMrt before yog iMd be«ii bx^m^j mimmagj ion imnm 
fimoMd into the most vnsof bistieaiod laii^ of bagbniw 
%w»aaMtb*t has e^ev been fifaddiiricedmtatitei^^ '^^Qii 
]|MtieB»r 8»ia afriend tbe otiMr dagr, ««-ilyoii.eeid.<t ImibKMyoQfi 

, Far ^ifl^veaty boiwever^ are ike soeaes tc^ be- witaesaed hew 
acoaMliiaBas,; and asnoasst the mmff ateaaga ntdaaifc adB etofi jSmk 
t»pe ^ich I dftpy i»tB(Qs% neoe atd&eaaiaaopainAiUycbiiiaflr 
ngr BtaST bere, aa the foriocft c<»idil&aa of ^ua oavd^^an^nd pasv> 
sengers from Europe. The ccmvict is cared te, tendad^ft^ 
hoaaedt dokhed, aad zeapectal^ treated in Yait Piemen's Land 
VfOA hia aExivaL The free emignikt la maaa oa lass oaonkte; 
but the maife— the BMaa wheae honeal seBse of iadepeadaaMsaMBuf 
vbaaaaouNdiypBdayhaawitiibeldhisEifromfdaaioiphiniaetf amd 
hifl^aiGa andor aay elaemosjaasy ob%atwaa fron his. aomlqv 
ia peimittadin this eiverfloiraig, g^uttCMl^ immoral, misgaweraad^ 
and debanohed tomato pariah ia the diiixdk side; and ha^gr foa 
himaetf aad his teatly x£ha gat hiairato d»^al; ia peace^ aadboi 
aot taxed for the luxBrjc la a eottatiy like tibis,^ Tmih lead illi* 
aatable^ adbaft think j<m oi Qei»BBmeal> aad anah aa iiabaaile^ 
^gendthoft Gcprenaasxit, ehargin^ 6»» par weekper tcni tosaidt 
eaeatarea^ aad appointing a staff at offiMBi to; aotteat this ink* 
post,, the Qoa-hall of whose safoiiaa tha whok vareasa from Hm 
apuveavonldnotpayf Oh! it is momatimm^ LahenxvSP^Q «» 
labonrt ahoiotod the people of Viotoria. Thonaaada^ tens o€ 
thoaaandft of stardy aartieana aad kbaawrs aaapewad^K>ahae 
ahoiw weeldy'-^her goM revemia pfodaoea naaalgr 9Q^0QQL a 
yaar»iadQ»eBdBQt|y of all oUfeor saofoea of iaaoBM^ aod yet 9ot % 
hov^aoftaidied,aoiafraeteBt,ha6haeaappxofBatodl^ thai 
aae irmm. for a sight of those hardy advM^tnrers,. aiho hava baeik 
ailed tah« ahorea. Sueb a state olthrngs will; eacrj ikair omm 
oare with theak Hea iriili begin t» spaeailato npea^tha exp^ 
dieney of retaimng a gotferamaaA whieh does nothing b9<> battaft 
antha ittala of the^btic,. whoae evary aaib aiiharhetofiieoa gsofia. 
oarele8aaas% gxoaa igaocanae, or whak iastiH asoffsa^grossifiisauv^ 
itam, ahaaat anonataDg tam]aa|»paQ9naldoB.of thapnblia xaoaay^ 
MaoLvittaak^aadtha qaaaiuaimiisthaaaaKaead^whatfhaabe. 
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come of the revenues of the colony? But, perhaps the. best 
iUnstratioii I can give you is to point out the charges to 
which poor, confiding passengers are subjected to before landiHg, 
here from the bay. These people take their passage at JA^ev*' 
pool or London on the faith that thomselyes and luggage wSh 
be delivered at Melbourne the same as at Sydney; but guess theii^ 
astoiushment when they find that they have 4s. each to pay foii 
steam-boat fare up, and 30«. i>er ton for their luggage, and whMK 
they get on the wharf, there are other dues which, as . tho^ 
wharves belong to private indiiriduals, are fixed at such rates as 
the owners please. 

1 may give you an instance of the utter destitution which 
some of these people are thrown into on ^their airival here«. 
When the JLa(2y H^a<{ arrived here from Liverpool the weathes 
was most inclement ; wet pouring down in bucket-Aills, and the 
dirt, slop, and mud more than knee*deep« not only the thorough* 
£ares, but in every spot' where it was possible for human beings 
to set foot. In this state of afiairs I saw more than four hun- 
dred poor people thrust upon our wharves, without food or shel- 
ter, but what their scanty bedding supplied. In this state of 
affairs Mr. Oole allowed the poor sufferers the uset)f the sheds 
on his wharf; but which, from the traffic upon them previously, 
were wet, damp, and muddy, to an inconceivable degree, under 
foot. Hfippening to be there in the early part of the night, % 
was informed, and subsequently ascertained for a fact, that a 
young woman, the wife of an intelligent Scotchman, gave birth 
to her first-bom child. And, oh, such a plight ! such a situation 
for an anguished mother to be in ! Porters roaring, carters 
— gweeari&g, men, women, and children clamouring and screaming, 

and none, no not one, but the faithful husband and partner of 
that poor afflicted woman, to render either medical aid, or to 
minister the slightest consolation under the cfarcumstances. It 
is melancholy to reflect on the increased amount of human 
suffering, which is patiently endured by new-comers here. I 
give you this as a sample; and further let me assure you, that 
no night passes but persons the most respectable are compelled 
to sleep out under such miserable coverings as they can get. 

The public buildings of Melbourne are of a most inferior de- 
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scription, both in point of architectural style and internal a<s 
oommodation. The only building of note at all adequate 
to its requiremraits is the Mechanica' Institution ; and it has 
now to do the treble duty of concert hall, assembly room, 
aad town haU, including offices, <bc., for the town clerk. The 
library attached to the institution is yery good indeed, and the 
vooms spacious and commodious, much better than your School 
ei Arts. The LegislatiTe Council sits now in St Patridi's 
Hall, and that august body in its wisdom wishes to place an 
additional tax upon gold, without thinking of spending a few 
thousands upon the erection of Lentall's ^ talking shop," as the 
Argut would say, for themselves. With all their boast and 
braggadocio you may rely upon it Sydney has but little to fear 
from the legislative sagacity of this body. I was present duriug 
the debate which affirmed the principle of the Export Duty 
upon Gold Bill, and expected, you may be sure, to hear a bril- 
liant debate, butin this I was disappointed. The initiation of the 
bill was entrusted to the honourable the Attomey^General, who, 
to my mind, is not just cut out fdr a Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer. The debate was dull, prosy, and insipid in the extreme, 
having but one charaeteristic, namely, that honourable members 
managed with a truly Yictoiian facility to recant almost every 
one of their previously fonned and expressed opinions, as readily 
as Sir Hudibras— 

** Confiitfl^ change hands, and still confute." 
And certainly it was marvellous to see how each could furnish 
reasons as sound as were that most analytical gentleman's for 
their tergiversation. A few honourable exceptions, however,, 
were to be made, but in the bulk all were alike. 

The state of society consequent upon the increase of our popu- 
lation, the moral and. sanitary pestilence which pervades this^ 
place, together with a ramble or two in the country, must be left 
over till another letter. In the mean time I reiterate my advice- 
to aU new comers here, namely, let your purse be your friend, 
for depend upon it, if you rely upon any other you will but rea- 
lize the fable of the farmer and his friends^the lark and her 
young ones. 
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aSCASr OS A J(KJ&NEY FROU MELBOUJLNE TO 

A day or two after the date cf myksit \m»^ I3ie wdsO^ 
liaving ^|)areiitly dewed op, wd detenmned tipon stiirttQg lit 
tsmce for the diggings. Ajs ther^ wave several roads to tifieni, 
some dJBcussion tookplac^B as to vld<& w^ should take, ^a^aaa 
we inqigred of giting >i8 difi^rent actsoHcurto cbnoendag them, 
some preferring one road, snd som« smother. ** Is luH; one road 
lis good as another? " said one of the party. ** Av cooree it is>* 
8&id ttb iri^man, ^o wte present, '^ Av cootse it is, vmft het- 
ther.'" Influenced in some measnre by this sagaeiotEs q|Mob, 
we resolved to leave it to chanise, and to toss up in ordwr to de- 
termine the route to he foSlowed. ** Man or woman ?"" ** Woman ; " 
€hen we followed '** woman,** ii^icii was nothing hut what is xtsind 
tind natural. Accordingly ahotit 12 o'clock a.'H., on the 8th Sep- 
tember we started from the camp, just outside Melbotiwie,in 
vfidch we liad 'been for the laSt day or tw6. Having kept a 
journal, it is at your service, if you choose to make use of it. 

Sept. Sth. — ^Left the camp, passed through FlemSngton, about 
ttiree miles out of Melboume ; roads in a dreadftil state. Him- 
Iteds going to and retnmktg fitoa "die ^ggings. Metseveral of 
those who came down in the TTorata^ with us, who had been 
up at the diggings, «nd ImmI Mltafbed akeady, Having "ta'en a 
iGtamitr At it, «s fhey sg^ in Seotibnd. A most beaittlfiil OMft- 
tiy, «s green as emerald, hilb tkMy skpiof, and tdotted witk 
ambittgeous ti^ees. The 4M»Hitcy, 'fiNton the ^^ppeanbee of the 
soil, and formation of tiie hills, «p^etfs to he «ubniMkb^ adil^ted 
for the <?akivattoQ of Hie viae. The ninosa, which is a aoneh 
hfl&d«3S&er tvee hero than in l^w Stmth Wa2es» 4^eing large and 
shady, ta^oipears scattered &amBL$k €be £srest« aad hangoiow in 
full Idoon, fuesmts to the view a peefect aoeass of heMitifol gol- 
den flowera. Travelled to4i4y «fti]y five miies, the roftds being 
ankle^ep. 

9t&.-— Our botses stn^d Hwi^ during theis^ht, Mid we -did 

t find them until mid-day. Just after starting it 
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and to «dd to our iUs^ the rain ^nred down in regular t«re»to. 
Had owe borses not hare been first-rate ones we must invsitak^ 
have stock fiast, as duxiag the irhole day th^ liad heavy pnUi^f, 
mfiQ on fiM>t bemg imaUe towAiktbewad wkhoiitsnld^ 
<dfl^ We bad two bones in tbe oaii» and bad about 12 e«t on 
at. NotwitbatandiBg tbe pUgbt in irbidi we wk«, w» oovld a^t 
.b«iit admire tbe seenery, wJucb was bemtifl^ wBi od-Ji eir 
banoad, nndalatiiig meadowEh-sow groves of pbe-oaks, eociiljgptay, 
.and niimosa ; whSe tbe grass ewqrwbere was gceen and '8o&.9s 
ailk. Crossed the BioadMead0«^ and saBse to tbe foot of tbe 
OeHibrand's HiU. >8everal daays wese «t tbe bottom of 4bi^ 49y< 
ing to get np, but it vas witb Ibe gosaite^t dilBeii% tbaii ib^ 
r^aebed the sumimt* five <xm bB^ooks fal^uig doim^at a tipie 
Ibrengb tbe slifi^eEiness ^ tbe mad. Asoended U vitbout xaneli 
diffienl^, and ^asaii^^ .on tbe top of it. TrasfeUed seten 



lOth, — ^Boads worse tban -^n. «itber pi tbe prevaens di^Bi, the 
^onnd being qtnte rotten and swampy* Gouaitzy xeseri^ling 
palrta of Xiveipool Pbdns, timber pxinoq[»ally box. In tbe even- 
ing A aiug»ioion8 lookiiig diaracter eame to tbe eanq^ baving no 
boots or bat en, -teUing tis thai be ha4 beeni»bbed, and ibxeat- 
ening vengeanee on the tbief. Onr idotbee-boK being in tbe 
4}M*^ G^~— wanted to Jiave it bsongbt into tbe tent, as our ipv- 
tune be said was in it Upon wbiob some wit in tbe oamp xse- 
plied, tbat it was a r^^ one, Tb^ fellow, boweyeiv who aq^ 
peered to be a sb^erd for seaae <(ne in the viciaitjr, after stssjr- 
ing eeme time, and nsing some feroeions ianguago in raferenoe 
io bis spoliatoi^ departed quietly^ but not before we bad given 
bim several hints ihatbis xoom was more aeoq^ble tban bis 
oompany. JBight miles. 

lltb.— ITVben at breakfast this morning, a large brown snake 
oame out of tbe log tbat was burning, and ifent into a pool of 
water close by. Those who doubt tbe fact of a snake's having 
legsjoaight have been convinced of ii by seeing this .one, as the le^ 
were distinctly '^rasible after they bad been swollen by the beat, 
«nd much resembled those of ^ catexpiUar, only they were much 
lai^er, fioads yery swanky. Kept along the "Deeig Greek for 
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considerable part of tiie day, Moimt Macedon being in sight on 
our left hand. Much of the sceneiy veiy pictnresque, espedaUr 
on the Deep Creek, the trees consisting of honeysuckle, cherry- 
tree, mimosa, eacalyptos, &c. There is a species of thorny ' 
mimosa growing here, which I have never seen in New Sonth ' 
Wales, and the foliage of which is very pretty. Came to the^' 
Bboky Waterholes' Plain, where we met a bullock driver, who' 
infonned ns that gold had been found within a few mil^s on a ' 
statioa belonging to Mr. Bigg. We determined upon inspecting 
the new gold-field, and leaving the others with the cart, three of 
US started in search of it. After going about half a mile, we 
came to Bigg's house, when we were directed to the diggings, 
about a quarter of a mile distant When we got there, there 
were about a dozen men, two of whom only were at work ; the 
r^t having come, like oursehr^, to see the place. The two men 
who had discovered the gold informed us that they had been 
working there about a fortnight— no one knowing it until the day 
befoie. They had sunk several holes on the top of a pretty 
high hill^the gullies as yet being too wet to allow of a hole 
to be sunk in them. From what we could learn from them- 
selves, and from washing several tin-dishfuls of earth taken from 
the bottom of the holes which they had sunk, it did not appear 
to us that much could be done in that spot, although it seems 
very probable that a rich gold field will be discovered somewhere 
in the neighbourhood. About four feet below the surface there 
was a vein of quartz, which was extraordinarily rich in ore. 
Every stone we broke was dotted with minute specks of gold. 
One of the men showed us a piece that he had obtained from 
cne of the holes, about the size of a pea. The soil through 
which they sunk was decomposed slate, resting on a bed of pipe- 
clay. The appearance of the countiy around is very picturesque 
particularly near the banks of the Deep Creek — gently sloping 
hills, dotted with* umbrageous gum-trees, and covered with a thick 
sward of grass as green as emerald. Went back to our mates, 
intending to proceed about half a mile forther before we pitched 
our tent Crossing a flat, we were obliged to divide the load into 
two ; but notwithstanding this, we got bogged, and were obliged 
to unload and take the hoi*ses out. Camped on Kigg's station* 
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Hve miles. The mosqiiitoes yeiy troublesome, wlueh one woold 
not e^[)ect at this time of the year. 

mth (Sunday). — Stayed at encampmfflit. Some went out to 
inqgiect the new diggings, and returned, bringing with them 
ficiveral pieces of quartz fdUof speeks of gold. The m^ority, 
notwithstanding, det>eirmined on prooeeding to Bendigo, in 
preference to stoppmg to give the place a trial Four men 
encamped with us thifr night, who reported a fight about a claim 
at the diggings, in which two or three men were killed, and 
soYeral wounded. They told us also that a nugget of pure gold, 
weighing upwards of 28 lbs., had been found at Eagle Hawk 
Gully, Bendigo. The Deep Creek, on which the new diggmgs 
ase situated, runs eastward. li^ therefore, gold in abundance 
be found there, it will be somewhat in contradiction to geo- 
logical theories. The distance is twenlgr-ftTe miles from MeK 
bonme. 

13th, — ^Vexy bad roads again. Country undulating and more 
thickly timbered; box and stringy-bark ranges. Get bogged, 
and take the horses out. Ascended Pretty Sally's, or the Big 
Hill. The soil excellent, and cuUiYation <m the very top of the 
mountain. The road which we came and that to Sydney meet 
on the top of this hilL Magnificent view from the top of the 
hill — open plains, wood-crowned heights, shady Talleys, and 
towering hills— ^'places which pale passion loves" — ^the view 
es^tending on one side to the sea coast, and the habitations of 
man alone being wanting to make the sceneiy perfect D»> 
scended the hiU and encamped at the foot of it. Twelve miles. 
A tall Highlander who was at a camp dose by came down to- 
converse with some of his counttymen who were with us, and 
afforded us much amusement* Many pons were perpetrated at 
his expense, all of which he took in good part. Some one 
asked him from what part of Scotland he came, he answered, — 
« From the Isle of Skye." ** That's the reason you look so blue 
on it," said one. <* That's why he's so lofty," said another. 
** That's a lofty thought," said a third. And many others which 
it would be tiring you to mention. 

l^t^_Pa8sed through Eilmore ; the land very rich ; saw the 
wife of the man who had obtamed the 98 lb. nugget at B&Or 
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difo. Sheki&maAwlhMiJiierliviibMMlAaAMUiitDrUpca: 
<». About midday it commaBoed to nm^mfhBatd.; nids ii»- 
4e8oiibi^ ted; «ot iMegvd vid walMled, pcdl^ the dM^^ut, 
^■•t » fi9W |n«dB «Dd fot k««;8«d a^MB; ynlted th« dn^cmi: 
•giHi, widaaanpedtip the aide^faxidge; 1iie|;nMia4^«vtt3nHdMV^ 
Jiot>i<» ^e rfl»d »ad raagan, hang ywtoclty lottwiu 0fB«UHd||' 
AH m^ drjiag oht ted etoite% d^, ^ftucii we liad fo^ w^ 
4luNNi«h. ObiigBd tfU B^ioagiiit to grit yieg aid teogfas WfjWt 
moder «fl, tibe 'gMmd teiiig a BBgnlar foagKna. Ilie lialfc- 
Mm ^ ^d oBen^ tell%ivtedb ene teaca at &v4ftf eBoaaopsMBK, 
4gKfm aaoaewtet of an «ai#a1 oteiHMtor to «te aaeaa. Six 



Idtihd-^DnnaadlXoMtea^ Caeak^ teote^oaa of tte tnaea to 
^nssiaig^ intb £nr g^aUtog* Hf ite h^raeB had not been extra- 
^tottnaiitiirgeodttey-toBM -naverteve k^oii,to <Ae staHe to 
which the roads were. Came to a creekin which were severaldsifB 
i8tafi^«ttewitii atoaiiaES0B9itbei^t«iaJbUto«]^ tteiieis 
Jwareeta diny yamnaet toa tte m9bA toat ia aai aoeaaipamed by 
«Bie «r too wmaei^ afftaotonaa with fiaatiffiea of childrcai, all 
l)0Kmd te tar niiteiitoay Ifrom tha digginga. (irot bogged i& 
srosaing the oreeilE» ladaatod, and Iten had gveai diffioalty in 
getting «irer, as toe faonea tobd ao Ibotiag, ai^ aaak up to the 
ateulder. Tte cocutoy th^ teatoitol, aaimpwfwatiag in pact 
Axr 4he badneaa af toa jsaada, whioh weza toe worst we bad ea- 
coaabaeed. Tte hilia aad vdilaya ware cootraMd wito Aewefs, 
daisies, white «ad y«ilaw 'biitter-cii{Hs» attowdrqpa, 4sc^ whale tte 
jatokosa bloomed aiong doav path, addtog tesh beauty to lite 
«oene,«iML ItograiOfly to tte to:. Eaah awsceadiag wuie onJ^r 
toq^ress^ saore ^v&ty oa aha atokd the ^pfaopriateaess of toe 
(title teatowed ofen tte toooatiy by Sar 3X HJitofaeH, of ** Aaa- 
toalia'tte B.af^J* The eaaiitiyis well grassed aiod watered, 
4te tottber kw 4aid faranidrimg^ withast any oadeiwood, aad 
more beaatiM aad fktaceafiie toon any fnk. Just tefore en- 
eKBD^TSig, got bogged toe sacond toaa, the gzoimd teing veacy 
4ecaiTtog, toe horsaa ainldzig to toehr middia ia a place where 
you would least expect it. Emaamped to a most beaotiM aad 
Msaaixtic Talley, on toe baahs of a^lpp ereej^KWtto laxge water- 
telea-— whadtaome tanalfol in^ j^,^^t<sfina parlgr toiagaied 



n%iit be the vetvettts^f the Iks^^Kaud Irai^Bf. fi<MM|$ei]oU«^ 
nlmKisa, and eooal^rptosi wore Ibe jnost eonutton trees, aaA 
^wmed bemttifiii groves. SiraioSea. 

16lfc. — Crossed tiro ver3rl>td.ieineks^ ant a gveat aimiber of 
fMQw ; eeossed box Ml sad vtsmgy bask mgei^ the latter ^alm^ 
idnMtry leoldng. Witihessed sesne beaalaM seeawy ; hillsiisiog 
'le^nsr liiUs, oovered with gnus and shady tree : the Tsfiic^ eiMh 
iit^aed with ^fiopirei*. Passed Memson's stataoB, a beautify 
fiaee. Ascended the Dkiding £ai^^. Gsamte ia ha^ge inass^ 
l)egi]iS tb aj^ear; qvarta predomiiiatesin this to a very imiisaal 
^aOb&at, «Bd tilts fact ^mi^ piobaUy throw some light 4m the lii^ 
fiess ^ the Yiot^rn gold-Jwlds. The rooks ace of ttimes of veiy 
pe^culiar'fditnfl^ woA m jPMnarkalie ^itoatioiis ; large masses of 
tons weight, sad quite reoad, lying oa ic^ of one another^ ikb 
least eficiFt beii^ swffloient te remove them, and send &eia 
headleng down tbe moontaio. The ranges are -very low, and in 
fmet the wUdle eeaatiy is »ieBuurkah]7 lewBl : a etvcumstaoee whioh 
is ooatcaa(7 to oneHs ppeooneeived notions of a gold-bearing re< 
^on. The .roads miasfa better, and £ned with diggers homeward 
«Dd Ontwsvd boiaid* ThetsofldeoompoBed granite, which appesis 
to be i^ ^tAy roek in the neighboarhood. The honeysuckle is 
met with here nmoh &vther from €b» >coast than in Aastraha Pro- 
per, and grows ia all sorts of soils land sitoations. Crossed Hor- 
Jison*^ -Creek, o^er which there is a bndge, &e passage over 
which is father unsafe* ia oonseqfaeaoe of the late heavy rains. 
Overtook two horse teams ^rom Ghoalbam, which had beea four 
n]X>nths on the road, haviag been detaiaedia crossing the river 
a week or a fortnight at a time. Splendid views from the axis 
of the mountain ranges ; sheep and cattle feeding on the wood- 
crowned hills, and in £hef0Xt2l6T«!!eys, md ferminga charming 
and enticing pictove of pastoral life. Encamped, having for 
beds the branohesof the gam wattte, as soft and taxarious as a 
bed of down. Foftfteenmaes. 

17th. — Crossed scrtibby stringy VaA mnges; got bogged, 
and were obliged to lay logs for twenty or thirty yards in 
tjrderto get thtongh; roads 'prett^rgood 'exce^an the galfies, 
^ftdeh. 'wefse despenttely bad; ftagmeataiy quartz, in gveA 
^sAmadance, and strcmg inlKcflgHeaa of gold : got bogged the 
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second time near the M^Ivor Inn ; most beautiM sceneiy, roads 
excellent, and as level as possible for the last three miles of this 
day's journey : encamped in the most delightful valley that tbe 
eye of man could behold. If I had the descriptive powers.^' 
Pope and the language of Milton, I would still fail in c<Mivey^Qg 
to you an adequate description of a scene, which, to be jioa^: 
appreciated, must be witnessed* Never before did the oounJ^ 
seem so justly to merit the appellation of the ** blest Australia" 
— never before did the mimosa seem to bear such lovely \>kmr 
Boms, or shed such fragrant odours-— never before did the air 
seem so pure, clear, and inspiiing as in that delicious valley. 
The herbage, soft, green, and luxuriant, formed an emerald 
sward, on which Titania herself might be proud to lead the el^ 
dance. Flowers of all hues, white, and purple, and crimson, and 
gold, and violet, in which those of a golden colour predominated, 
as if indicating the richness of the soil from which they sprung, 
enamelled the hills and valleys, grateful alike to the sight and 
smell. Buttercups, dandelions, eglantine, daisies, snowdrops, 
&c., completely covered the ground ; the first mentioned, in. 
particular, growing as richly as possible over acres, nay, miles <^ 
ground. The trees are principally mimosa and honeysueld^ 
and Inhere and there some giant of the eucalyptus order grew ia 
handsome clumps, some in full blossom, others without any, 
but not the less beautiftil ; while between them were green open 
spaces, on which the glorious sun poured down a flood of golden 
light. To complete the scene the M'lvor meandered through 
the valley, each winding turn disclosing ^ some fresher beauties 
vailing round," and fed — 

Flowen worthy of Paxadisc, which not nice art 
luheds and curious knots, but nfttore boon 
Poured forth profuse on hill, and dale, and plain, 
iioth where the morning sun first warmly smote 
The open field, and where the unpierced shade 
Imbrowned the noontide bowers : tkut mat the place 
A htffy rural uat ofvarimu view. 

" Dazzled and drunk with beauty," I sat down on a grassy 
knoU, feasting my eyes upon the enchanting landscape, until the 
god of day hid his beams behind the hills of the far west, and * 
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the " chaste cold moon** rose in her virgin heaaty over a scene^ 
destined in some futttre day to be the retreat of lovers, and the , 
theme of hards. Travelled to-day eleven miles. 

•Ifefc. — Travelled along the course of the M*Ivor for eleven 
nliies. The sceneiy equal, if not snpeiior, to that of yesterday , 
eAUik succeeding scene appearing to the enraptured eye more 
bbieiutiful than the last. Even those who are usually umnindftil 
cC^i^Tiral beauties, were unable to gaze on the landscape with- 
otl%' giving vent to passionate exclamations of admiration. 
English, Irish, and Scotch, all concurred in agreeing that they 
had never before seen anything so beautiful,' and that the 
dwellings of man alone were wanting to make the sceneiy the 
most delightful that the imagination could conceive. To add 
to our pleasure, the roads were excellent, and as level as a 
bowling-green. We passed over "flowery plains," with pic- 
turesque sloping heights on our right hand, through "groves 
whose rich trees;^ept odorous gums and balm," the sky brightly 
blue and cloudless, and the air wafting "Sabean odours.** 
The formation of the country is principally schistose, with an 
abundance of fragmentary quartz. Crossed the M'lvor, and 
came on to box flats, in which swamp oaks appeared for the 
first time. Scrubby ranges, box, ^d stringy-bark, coarse grass 
and herbs like those at the Turon ; country more level than at 
the Turon. From the geological structure and general appear- 
ance, I should imagine that gold would be found somewhere in^ 
the neighbourhood, in abundance. Roads very bad again. 
Crossed a box flat entirely consisting of hillocks having the 
appearance of waves, and very uniform in their size. It seems 
as if the land had been thrown up in a fused and slightly %gi- 
tated mass, and then suddenly cooled. Came to the Gam- 
paspie Elver, and had a &esh view of the celebrated Mount 
Alexander; romantic scenery, great abundance of trap rock. 
When we got here, we were told that we could not cross, as the 
river was up. About forty drfiys were encamped on the banks, 
waiting the first opportunity to pass over; we accordingly 
pitched our tent on the bank of the river, intending to cross 
over on Monday morning, the stream being then considerably 
swollen and running rapidly. To-day eighteen nulestt.' .. 
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• 19th (Simdfty).-—Bwiwined m «us^ iuft kBmMM»aii8ib«r 
of people, oa foot and em bonelMek, eioBsed tb» CMnp«qpie> 
to-day, on their ira^«» and from tiie cKggmss. TKe xiwr £eBs 
GOBsidi^bly chffiBg t^ i»y aad p renow aigbt. About sunset 
the ^ became oveveast inft heavy olends, ^geateiiiig iibbi^ 
dlate ram, aitd theretee we tltoaghti it admablB to ccdss tih^ 
rrrer at o&ce^ te it was prohtthte we shotdd be detailed oa te 
bmks a week er two, if k shonldl happezt to nam, ^Miced v^ 
aeeording, and started to erose otop, eme el the party ndfeag tbci 
leadmg horse. Whea ahont haK'way over^ the leader laid dow»» 
which chronmstanee was neai^ eaiAag aa vrin^ky temiiui^ 
tion to our paesager fortnnatefy, hewevoK, she rose agam^ «ad 
we crossed wiihottt former trevhie, atChoagh the water wa» 
a^ore the bed of the eart, and raozazig witii a stroag cunent, 
It was ladcy for OS. thai we did eross^as it rained hasd dvriag 
the night. 
SOtft.— Bsinittg hasd daimg fte foraaooa, hot ftn» in the 
. afternoon. Passed o?«r box aad gun fbvests, seni^ in plaee% 
and thinly-timbered w^l»gvaaBed fate* The eovntry in general^ 
so flur as this, was as line as eeoid be wiriMd &a:. The. gxaa» 
every whore soft, siA^, and sb green aa a Md of yonng whawt 
0n]^ that of New Sewtth WaleG^ the grass- and pastaive h«c9 
consists of nntritionft herbs and very fine* grass, grevng in % 
thi^ sward, and eompfet^ hi&g iho^ soO. Hills and vale»> 
tSka were eorered wilh jfo^rars^ pnneqMny ef n jtHA^m eokomat^ 
SBid growing as ^dk as tiliey eovld, pmsented to the eye of on» 
aeeastomed to the dmest gew orl e oo fieHs of Australia, an oa-^ 
ttsml and beantiftd appearaaee^ lef^I&^ng in s<Mnoreepeel»th^ 
deseiiption given of Knglkh vieadows. Sveiywhere, too» th4» 
mimosa, Jovefiest of the flewenng- trees of Australia and de»* 
tbked to be as mneh eetebratod in the li^ of her poets, aa^lbfr 
hawthorn has been m those ef the Bastish bards, soantod th^ 
air with its p«rftmie| and daozled the ^e with itfr zwh yeHotw 
blossoms. Passed efer some .barren r a n ge s oe<feMd w^^ 
quarts, the only thing pleasant oa then benig some flonaslng 
sfarabs, chie^ of the nnatesft epectas. Thveogh some f^ile 
flats, the roads Teiy level and good, a» indeed tibey were dnzte^^ 
the gr o a t a r p a rt <tf tfce#y ^ the only lw> in^them being.» beg 



hfiM> aaA <3Mre» whidk, alter oar pvetkntt IbMl vecda^ ire eonsl. 
doMd ft ]iiAi« BoUung; Jfet BevcnL mciiiv^ irefe ieta»iiisf 
fivoaa. the dagg^a^s^md hoBtwh&myr^ learned tktt roMems^ 
and waadam bad oC late feettt yntf^Bcfmot aC Beadigo. Oa 
WedM8da(f lastnaarliiittydteyAVDmtapped l^a tufgegastg 
of iMBloaKifan » thtf Blaafc IPoeest, and rais, toWe^ 
pf O lOty ti^eft firoai Ibom to a gnafe amcmaA. One mas lost 
vpwtatis of TOOL worth oC gold. Ko. less Ifaan three ranrdem 
haTTebeen oamnitted dorikig the listireeir at Bendigo, o&e m 
lUtgle Hawk, aikother a* Fog liBg e^iSfyy and aaotiier in ih» 
Lang OuUy. One of the mndaNMi nea^ im are fofofmed, hadf 
his head completely sa^rwed ikmrn the ho^jr* Our mlbrmaiDt» 
tdd va that thej had heatd ot&Ba of *«]ii«dttr"* firom tike tent in 
whioh (me of the uaffortanata men was: UBed, hat hearing 8on» 
one (probably one of the perpetrators of the crime) laugh aft th» 
same time, they thought that the men were joking among them- 
selves. The police are out scouring the bush in all directions. 
Yfe thanked our stars that we had not gone by the road through 
the Black Forest as we had at first intended, since, being in- 
differently armed, how much soeyer we might have wished to 
display our heroism, we should have had but little chance of 
doing so. Crossed Emu Creek ; the country of slate formation, 
quartz in abundance. An immense number of people passing 
to and from the diggings ; men, women, and children, along the 
whole road from this to Bendigo. Came to Bullock Creek, 
where we saw the places that the diggers had made for cradling 
dining the dry weather, when the washing stuff had to be 
carried here from Bendigo, a distance of seyen or eight miles. 
Four seizures of sly grog-sellers' carts, Ac,, were made here by 
the commissioner and police this morning. Passed over barren 
ridges, the timbOr on which consisted of iron-bark, box, gum, 
and stringy-bark ; this was the first time that I had seen iron- 
bark in Victoria ; quartz in great abundance, every ridge being 
cove^d with them. The country, in its geological structure and 
general appearance, very much resembles that on the Long 
Creek in the Western Diggings; the ridges are unusually 
iitti:foxm in tbdr size, lower than one would be inclined to 
imagine ittftgiMtesiKWy Mid hOTe«lltliea«Kie^Brectlon. The 
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Strike of the strata is north by west and south by east, schistose 
formation well doYeloped, and quartz in unusual abundance. 
The whole, or nearly the whole of the country over which we 
passed to-day, has every i^pearance of bemg a rich gold-field, 
but it has not yet had a fair trial. About 3 f.x. came in sight of 
the commencement of the Bendigo diggings, or what is called 
the Back Creek; but as Bendigo deserves a more lengthened . 
description than I ca^ give you at present, I shall not attempt 
it in this letter. Pitched our tent on the Back Creek. Travelled 
to-day a distance of sixteen miles. Thus making the whole 
distance to Bendigo 107 miles, which I think is oorreot^ al- 
though less than what we were informed it was. 

We, however, travelled upwards of 140 miles, having to 
make so many detours in order to avoid bad places in the 
roads. 
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writers, and, of course, has arrived at the same condnEkm as we hav^ as to the 
equivocating, mystifjring, falsifyinj^ Jesuitism of M. Thiers, though he does not seem 
to have suspected the pecofiar imaence under which he wsote. He is not quite so 
well on his guard against the deeper deception of Mienet, whom, even after refViting 
him, he treats with more respect than his shallow philosophy and solemn insincerity 
deserre."— Q«ar/tfr?y i8m«w. • 



In 1 thick 8vo Yolome, beantiMIv printed, cloth, embl«znatic'ally 
gUt, 12«. 

MACFARLANE'S JAPAN. An Account, Geographical 
and Historical, from the Earliest Period at which the Iriaxtds 
comprising this Empire were known to Europeans, down to the Present 
Time. By Charles MacFarlanb. With numerous Illustrations from 
designs by Arthur JUofOj and largs Map. 

*' A handsome, liberally fllostrated volume, by a skilful litterateur, containing, in 
a readable and available form, all that is known of Japan and the Japanese. Mr. 
MacFarlane has performed his seasonable task with commendable diligence, laying 
under contribution Latin, Portuguese, Spanish, Italian, Dutch, German, and English 
works. In everv case, the best authorities have been consnited ; and by means of I 
the Foot-notes, Appendix, and Index, those who may desire to peruse at length the 1 
many ourious books on the subject of Japan, may find invaluable htD.t9.**-'Adver' 
iuer. 



In 2 vols. Square 8vo, doth, ftdl gilt back and side, 9«. 

MACFARLANE'S INDIAN EMPIRE. Being our Indian 
Empire, its History aiid Present State, from the Earliest Settle- 
ment of the British in Hindoostan to the close of the year 1846, inclu- 
ding the late Sikh War, and the administrations of Lords Ellenborought 
and Hardinge. Illustrated with Steel Portraits and numerous Wood 
Engravings. 

** As a whole, the work is excellent. Just tributes are paid to the characters ol 
General Nott, Lord EUenborough, the * Fighting Napiera,' Ixird Hardinge, Sir Hany 
Smith, and others. 

" In illustration, these volumes contain a good map of India, portraits of Lori 
Cltve and the Marquess of Wellesley, and not fewer than forty other engravings, 
"Nor to the economist of money and space must the cheapness, compactness, and 
portability of these volumes pass unrecommended." 



CSEIF EDITIONS OF POPULAR AND STAXDABJ) WORKS. 8. 



In I vol. Price 7«. cloth lettered, 

THE HISTORY OP BRITISH INDIA. By Chamjw 
MacFaslake. From the earliest Period to the Present Time. With 
Copious Notes. 

" The book is well written, like all Mr. MacParlane*s works." — GMe. 
■** If derer and vigorously written."~lM(y Nem. 

'*li a pattern of cheapness as well as of Uterary maiV^^Nmal and MiUUuy 
Oox9tte, 



In 2 vols. Foap. 8to, Price &. cloth lettered* 

BAN^CROFTS HISTORY OF AMERICA; from the 
Discovery of the American Continent, and its Earliest Coloniza- 
tion, to the War of Independence. 

"Among the historians of the United States, we give to Mr. Baneroft the first 
place." — WatminsUr Renew. 

"Bancroft's Colonial History has established for himself a title to a place among; 
the great historical writers of the age. The reader will find the pages filled with 
interesting and important matter ; he will meet with a brilliant and daring style, 
acate reasoning, and picturesque sketches of character."~Pr««c()^^'« Eisa^t* 



In 1 vol. Koyal 8vo, Price 6«. Qd, cloth extra. 

HISTORY OF THE POPES. By Leopold Rankb. In- 
cluding their Church and State, the Eeorganization of the Inqui- 
sition, the Rise, Progress, and Consolidation of the Jesuits, and the 
means taken to eflfect the Counter-reformation in Germany^to revive 
Bomanism in France, and to suppress Protestant Principles in the South 
of Europe. Translated from the last edition of the German by Walter 
K. Eellt, of Trinity College, Dublin. 

"This translation of Ranke we'consider to be very superior to any other in the 
English language." — Dublin Review. 

"A work singnlarly interesting at the present time." 

"One of the most valuable Contributions that have been maide to history durilts 
the present century."— JfonM^ Renew, 



In 1 thick vol. Medium Svo, cloth lettered, reduced to 7«. 
(Published at 22«.) 

HISTORY OF FRANCE. By Michblet. Translated 
from the French by G. H. Skith, Esq. 

" MieheleVs great work contains the growth of feudalism, and developes the reli- 

S'ous, philosophical, and artistic spirit of the middle age» until we arrive, to use 
. Michelet's own language, at 'the great work of equality and of dril order stowly 
prepared by the monarchy, consummated by the republic, and crOwned aad pxo- 
claimed in Europe by the victories of Napoleon,*" 
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In 8 Tolfl. 8vo, cloth lettered, Price 1/. Iff. 

RUSSELL'S (Dr.) MODERN EUROPE. The History of 
Modem Europe, irith a view to the Progress of Society, from the 
Rise of the Modem Kingdoms, with a Continuation to the Death of the 
Emperor Alexander. By William Jokes. 

** Although the space of tiin« that has elapsed since the tennination of Dr. Rns- 
aell's labours is comparatively short, yet sucn a^ the stupendous erents which are 
crowded into it, and such their extraordinary importance, as to render a succinct and 
luminous exhibition of them a matter of general interest. Nor is it possible that 
they should ever cease to interest the inhabitants of Europe. Posterity will find in 
a laithfttl record of them not merely matter of surprise and astonishment, but 
materials of instraction to the statesman, the philosopher, and the phUanthropist. 
In this hope the continuation of Dr. Russeli's History of Modem Europe, a work of 
great merit and of deserved popularity, has been drawn up in a manner which the 
publishers trust will meet with the approbation of the reader." 

Medium 8to, cloth lettered, reduced to 8s. Qd. (Published at 7<.) 

PROCTERS HISTORY OF ITALY, from the Fall of the 
Western Empire to the Commenceme;Lt of the Wars of the Re- 
Tolntion. 

"This history has been greatly esteemed, and it is the only complete History of 
Italy in our language; it combines all that is valuable in Sismondi's histories, aud 
the latest authorities on the subject." 



BIOGRAPHY. 

In 3 handsome vols. 8vo, cloth gilt, Price 15*. (originally published in 
4to, at 6/. &») 

WALPOL'E'S MEMOIRS OF THE REIGN OF GEORGE 
II. Edited, with an Introduction ^d Notes, by the late^ Lokd 
Holland. With numerous Portraits. Second edition, revised. 

*' We are glad to see an octavo edition of this work. The publisher has confened 
a boon on the public by the repubUcation."— ^n^onnta. 

" A work of greater interest than has been placed before the public for a consider- 
able time. The memoirs abound in matter which is both useful and amusinz. The 
political portions of the work are of undoubted value and interest, and embody a 
considerable amount of very curious histoncal information, hitherto inaccessible, 
tKW. to the most determined and persevering student.— ifor»i»^ Po9t. 

In 1 vol. cloth gilt, Price 2». 6d. 

MACFARLANE'S LIFE OF THE DUKE OF MARL- 
BOROUGH. With Illustrations. 

Clive and th^. proposed in the above volume is to place in the hands of, or render 
Nor to the ecoclasses of the community, a cheap and compendious account of tha 
portability of th '" ' *"" ^ «p:eatest of Engliah warriors and statesmen.' 



CHEAP EDITIONS OF POPULAR AND STANDARD WORKS. 5 



In 1 vol. cloth iplt, Price 2U. 6d. 

MACFARLANE'S LIFE OF THE DUKE OF WEL- 
LINGTON. With lUustrations by G»/6ert. 

"The times in which we hve seem to call for an animated reTival of onr miUtanr 
prowess, and of the science, skill, valonr, and achievements of our fathers, as wcr> 
OA the hattie-field as on the ocean." 



FICTION, AND BOOKS OF LIGHT READING. 

In 2 vols. 8vo, cloth, emblematically gilt, reduced to 12«. 6d, 
(Published at 1/. 88.) 

CARLETON'S TRAITS AND STORIES OF THE 
IRISH PEASANTRY. A new Pictorial edition, with an Autobio- 
graphical Introduction, Explanatory Notes, and numerous IUu8tration& 
on Wood and Steel, by Phiz, &o. 

The following Tales and Sketches are comprised in this edition : — 



Ked M'Keown. 

The Three Tasks. 

Shane Fadh's Wedding. 

Larry M'Farland'a Ws^e. 

The Battle of the Factions. 

The Station. 

The Party Fight and FnneraL 

The Lough l5erry Filgrim. 

The Hedge School. 

The Midnight Mass. 



The Donah, or the Horse Stealers. 

Phil Purcel, the Pig-drirer. 

Geography of an Irish Oath. 

The Llanham Shee. 

Going to Maynooth. 

Phelim O'Tooie's Courtship. 

The Poor Scholar. 

Wildgoose Lodge. 

Tubber Derg, or the Eed Well. 

Neal Maione. 



**Mr. Carleton has caught most accurately the hghts and shades of Irish Ufe; his 
tales are full of vigorous, picturesque description, and genuine pathos. They may be 
referred tp as furnishing a very correct portrait of Irish peasantry.''— Qifor^n*^ 

" Truly— intensely Irish."— ^fccitwooi. 

A New Issue, in 5 vols. Fcap. 8vo, fEuicy boards, plates, &c. Price 7s. 6d, ; 
or in cloth extra, gilt, with steel Portrait. Price 10«. 

CARLETON'S TRAITS AND STORIES OF THE 
IRISH PEASANTRY. 

\ 
" Unless another master hand like Carleton's should appear, it is in his pages and his 
alone, that future generations must look for the truest and fullest picture of the 
Lish peasantry who will ere lon^ have passed away trom that troubled land, and 
Irom ine records of history."- J^i^in^r^A Renews Oct. 1862. 

In Sto, cloth extra gilt. Price 5(. 

THE ADVENTURES OF GEORGE ST. GEORGE 
JULIAN, THE PRINCE. By Henry Cookton, author of "Valen- 
tine Yox/' <S^c. With 05 Ste«l Plates. ^ 
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In 1 thick handsome vol. Sn^ cloth gilt. Price &s, Qd, 

CHRISTOPHER TADPOLE : his Struggles and Advea^ 
tores in Seftrch of ,a Name, a Belative, and a Wife, at Home, or. 
Abroad. By Albert Smith, author of " The Adyentures of Mr. Led> 
hurj," &c. With 33 Illastrations by Leech, and Portrait of the Author. 

" 't^liristopher Tadpole ' is one of Albert Smith's best efforts; and the inoreasing 
Tifonr <rf the writer ii no bad indication of its increasing success."— ^0(^a«^ N$ws 
Letter. 

In cloth extra, gilt back. Price Qe. 

FANNY, THE LITTLE MILLINER ; or, the Rich and 
t^»e Poor. By Charles Rowcboft, author of " Tales of the Colo- 
nies," &c. With 27 Illustrations by Phiz. Demy 8yo. 

In 2 vols. 870, beautifully printed, cloth extra. Price 10*. 6it 

COUNT OF MONTE CHRISTO. By Aubxahdb* Dumas ; 
containing the Chateau D'lf, with 20 Illustrations, drawn on wood by 
M. VtUeniifiy and executed by the most eminent English engravers, under 
the superintendence of Mr. Chcarlea Heath. 

*' ' Monte Christo' is Bamas' best production, and the work which wHI convey hia 
same to the remembrance of future generations as a writer." 

In 8vo, doth, fuU gilt. Price a». 

THE FORTUNES OF TORLOGH O'BRIEN: a Tale of 
the Wars of King James. With Illustrations by Phis. 

"Thid 8tirrhi)g^ tale contains the best history of the Battle of the Boyne, and is 
written with a master hand." — Observer. 

In 8vo, cloth extra. Price lOs. Qd. 

YALENTINE vox, the VENTRILOQUIST. By 
Henry Cockton. With 60 Steel Illustrations. 
" Decidedly the best work of fiction since Pickwick. It abounds everywhere with 
extreme humour. The illustrationa are aidnair&hld.**-' Illustrated London News. 

In small 8vo, cloth, emblematically gilt. Price Be. 

POTTLETON LEGACY : a History of Town and Country 
Life. By Albert Smith. With Illustrations by PWr. 
"The characters are drawn with extraordinary accuracy, and in a ridi vein of 
humour; the descriptive parts prove that Mr. Smith's talent is not exchurirely 
confined to the comic style : he evidently appreciates the beauties of nature in her 
sequestered haunts, and reproduces them with a free and graphic hand. The illus- 
trations by Phiz are in his best style."— .^««</ay Times. 

In cloth, emblematically gilt. Price Be. Qd. 

MAYHEW*S WHOM TO MARRY, ANP HOW TO 
GET MARRIED; or, the Adventures of a Lady in Search of a 
'^ood Husband. Illustrated by Georife Crtiikehank, With 14 Plates. 



CHEAP EDITIONS OF POPULAB. AND STANDARD WOaKS. T' 

UNCLE TOM'S CABIN (ROUTLEOGB'S EDITIONS). WITH A PREFACE 
BY THE EARL Of CARUSLE. 

THE FAMILY EDITION 

In SipiaU Post 8vo, doth extra. Price 2ti. 6d. 

Jn entirely New and most Elegant Edition of 

N^CLE TOM'S CABIN. With Frontispiece axrd 

Vignette. 

THE DRAWING - ROOM EDITION 
In cloth extra, emblematically gilt Price Ss. Sd. 
NCLE TOM'S CABIN. With 12 Illustrationg, 

by Gilbert, Phiz, Harvey, Dalgitil, S^e. Si>e, 



u 



u 
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In Fcap. 8vo, with Frontispiece, cloth extra, gilt back, Price 2». 6<?. 
OUTLEDGE*S STANDARD NOVELS.— Uniform with 
the POPULAR LIBRARY (Double VolumesV 

Contents of the Series, mt : 

1. Bomance of War. by James Grant. 

2. Pride and Proudice, and Sense and Sensibility, by Miss Aiuten. 
8. Adventures or an Aide-de-Camp, by James Grant 

4. Wbitefriars, by the author of " Whitehall." 

5. Hawthorne's Scarlet Letter, and House of the Seven Gables. 

6. Jasper Lyle, a Tale of Kafirland, by Mrs. Ward. 

7. Grace and Isabel, and Charms and Counter Charms, by M'Intosh.. 

8. Scottish Cavalier, by the author of the " Romance of War." 

9. Porter's (Miss) Recluse of Norway, and Knight of St. John. 

10. Jane Sinclair, The Clarionet, and other Tales, by W. Carleton. 

11. Self-Control, and Discipline, hy Mrs. Brunton. 

12. Night-Side of Nature, by MlTS. Crowe. 

13. Uncle Tom's Cabin, and the White Slave. 

In Fcap. 8vo, cloth extra, Price 2«. 6^. 

POPULAR LIBRARY (ROUTLEDGE'S).— Uniform with 
Q the STANDARD NOVELS. 

Contents of theJSeries, viz,: 

1. life of Mahomet and his Successors, 1 vol. ^ 

2. Knickerbocker's New York, and Salmaeundi, 1 vo<r 

3. Mayo's Kaloolah, and the Berber, 1 vol. 

4 & 5. Bancroft's History of the United States of America, 2 vols. 

6. Rev. W. Ware's Palmyra, Rome, and the Early Christians. 

7. Oliver Goldsmith's Biography, by Irving— his Vicar of Wakefield, and 

eomplete Poems, 1 vol. 

8. A Lady's Voyage Round the World, by Ida Pfeiffer. 

9. Hawthorne's complete Twice Told Tales, 1 vol. 



1$ CHEAP EDITIONS OF POPUJAB AND STANDABJI^ WOBXS. 

ilOMTLEOGE*S NEW SERIES OF UNIVERSALLY POPULAR BOOKS. 

Uniform in size, priating, and binding, wiUi the 
KAJLWAT AND POPXJLAE UBBARIES, ONE SHILLING EACB^ 

LIST OW THE SERIES, VIZ. I — \ 

THE aSOTH THOUSAND OF 

UNCLE TOM'S CABIN: a Tale of Life among the Loirly, 
By H. B. Stowe. Witli Prefiace by the Eael of Cablislb. 

THE 100th THOUSAND OF 

THE WHITE SLAVE. By R. Hildbeth, Es^. Ancrfsker 
Picture of Slave Life* 

THE 40th thousand OF 

MACFARLANE'S LIFE AND TIMES OF WEL- 
LINGTON : including the Funeral Cermaony, 

Jn a Double Volume, 500 pp. 2a. 

THE WIDE WIDE WORLD. By Mra. Wbthkbaix, 
. «athM: of " Queechy," <&c. &c. 



TRAVELS. 



In I Tol. cloth gilt, price 2^. Qd. 

FRANKLIN (SiE John) AND THE ARCTIC REGrlONS. 
Being an Account of the various Expeditione sent for the Discovery 
of the Nordi-West Passage, and more detailed particulars of those sent 
out to. Discover the Fate of Sir John Franklin, and the veasala under ^ 
coounand. By P. L. Suoionds. With an IllufltFation and Maps. 

In 2 vols. 8vo, cloth lettered, Price Is. 

MAXWELL'S HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS. Being 
a Sequel to " Wild Sports of the West." By W.H. Maxttbll, Author 
of " Stories of Waterloo." 'With Portrait of Author, 

" It is astonlBlmig that the best resources which Britain possesses far the artist, 
the spOTtsman, and the i Jler, are little known and slightly estimated. Within the 
four fleas of Britain, and to the full scope of his bent, the roan of science, and the 
man of pleasure, may indulge himself; and the same comer of the island which 
affords marvellous enjoyment to the sportsman, be he omither, anceps, or piscator, 
inll also enrapture the painter, and puzzle the antiquary unto death. To every one, 
then, who delights in comfortable inns, I recommend the Bor6Lei,**'-Xxtra€i firom 
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In 1 ToL Price 2^. Bd. or 8^. gilt edgeB. 

KALOOLAH ; or, Joumeyings in the Djebel Knmri. A 
book of Romantic Adventure. Illustrated by four Beautifally 
Ctloiured Engravings. Fcap. 8vo. 

'*The moit singnlar and captivating aairati?e since Robinaqn Cnuoe.'*— lEme 
JounuU. 



JUVENILE PUBUCATiONS. 

ROUTLEDGFS ILLUSTRATED STANDARD JUVENILE BOOKS. 

The greatest care has been taken in producing the present series. Tliey 
have been carefully edited ; but, at the same time, no liberty has been 
taken with the Author's meaning, or form of expression. They are 
printed in a large type, on snper^ne paper, and illustrated in the first 
style of art, by H. K. Browne, John Gilbert, W. Harvey, H. Warren, 
Corbould, &c., and are, without exception, the Cheapest, Best, and 
Most Complete Editions of these Universally Popular Works, and are 
published at, viz. : — 

«. d. ' 

Bound in Cloth, extra Gilt Back. 3 6 each. 

' Ditto Gilt Edges 4 „ 

Ditto Oolonrtd Plates 6 „ 

Or in Morocco, extra 8 6 „ 

CONTENTS OF THE SERIES. 

SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON ; or. Adventures on a Desert 
Island. A N^w Edition. The Two Series complete in One Volume, 
«nti3!ely Bevised and Improved. Eight lUustrations by John Gilbert, 

EVENINGS AT HOME ; or, The Juvenile Budget Opened. 
By L. Aiken and Mrs. Babbauld ; a New and Revised Edition. 
Eight Engravings, 416 pages. 

SANDFORD AND MERTON. By Thomas Day. A New 
Edition, entirely Revised and Corrected. Eight Illustrations, 416 
IMiges. 

E*OBINSON CRUSOE; including His Farther Adventures. 
Complete Edition, with Life of De Foe. Illustrated by Phiz* 
432 pages. 

GUIZOrS (Madame), MORAL TALES FOR YOUNG 
PEOPLE. Translated from the latest French Edition, by Mils. 
3L Bubke. Illustrated by Campbell. 

THE BOTS OWN STORY BOOK. With numerous Dlus- 
trations by Wm, H<xrv0y, 
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yis: 



In 1 Tol. 24mo, cloth, gilt edges, 29. 

IIT TO MY BIRTHPLACE. By Miss BraBuai. 
Author of " Retrospectiona," &c. 

The SAMEy cloth, phun edges, 1$. Qd. 



MISS M'INTOSH'S WORKS. 
In fcap 8vo, Price 2». each, cloth lettered ; 2/t. 6i. cloth, gilt edges. 

EVENINGS AT DONALDSON MANOR. lUustrdted 
with Beautiful Steel Engravings, executed in the first style of ait 

CONQUEST AND SELF-CONQUEST; or, Which Make 
the Hero? With Illustrations. 

PRAISE OR PRINCIPLE ; or, For What Shall I Live? 
With Illustrations from Designs by John Gilbert. 

pHARMS AND COUNTER-CHARMS. With niustration. 

GRACE AND ISABEL ; or, To Seem and To Be. "Witt 
niustratioBS from Designs by John GUbmi, 

JUVENILE TALES FOR ALL SEASONS; or, Blird 
Alice, Jessie Graham, Florence Amott, and other tales. Illustrated 
by Kenny Meadows, 

" The works of Mibb M'Tntoah have become popnlar in the b^st icnf e of the tror* 
The Bimple beauty of bar narratives, combining pure sentiment with high principJe, 
and noble Ticws of life and dnties, oug:ht to win for them a hearing at extry ^reaidt 
in our land. They place her beside the Edgeworths, and the Barbaulds, aod tine Opies, 
who hare so long delighted and instructed ua ; and as there is little doubt that, af 
ihe becomes known, so will her works be valued as highly as any of the moat popufeo- 
works of the above jastly famed authors, cansing her name to become a household 
word, as a pleasing and instructive writer.'* 



In 1 voL Price 30. Qd. cloth lettered, 

LOUDON'S (Mbs.) young NATUKALIST'^S 
JOURNEY; or, the Travels of Agnes Merton and her Mami. 
Second Edition, revised and corrected. Illustrated with numerous 
Engravings. 

•* Our young readers arc assured that all the anecdotes here related of the animals 
arc strictly true, though the incidents of the journey, and the persona introduced, an 
partly imaginary." * 
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Unifoi^m in size vriih. Dean and Darton's Large Coloured Books for 

Children, with greatly improved Illustrations, New Types, and WeU- 

" -^Joloured Pictures, an entirely New Series of Thirteen different Booi». 



A' 



PRICE ed, EACH. 

UNT MAVOB^S PICTURE-BOOKS FOR LITTLE 

READERS ;— 

1 The Old Comififa Woman ^ » 8 large outs. 

S Alphabet of Foreign Things US cuts. 

8 Uncle Nimrod*s First Visit 24 cute. 

4 Story of Keynard the Fox 8 large cuts. 

5 Old Mother Bunch 8 large cuts. 

6 Alphabet of the Exhibition 16 cuts. 

7 Uncle Nimfod's Second Visit 18 plates. 

8 Alphabet of English Ihings 26 cuts. 

9 Ploucquet's Stuffed Birds and Animals....^ «. 8 cuts. 

10 The Exhibition and Grand London Sights 16 cuts. 

11 Uncle Nimrod*s Tliinl Visit 8 cuts. 

12 Dolls and Sighte of the Crystal Palace 15 cuts. 

13 The Cat's Tea Party 8 large platos. 

Such Pictures as are here given will gladden the eyes of our Juvenile 
Friends, and make them remember the wonderful sight now passed away. 

THE CHILD'S PENNY PRIMER. Printed on Pink 
Paper. With 63 fine Woodcuts and Fancy Cover. Thirteen (done 
up in a neat packet) for One Shilling. 

MRS^ MYRTLE'S STORY BOOKS." 
Price 28. 6d. cloth lettered. 

MYRTLE'S MAN OF SNOW; imd ofther Tales. With 
, many lUnstrations. Square, doth gilt. 

YETLE'S THE PET LAMB, Bertha and the Bird, &c. 

Illustrated by Ahuolon. Cloth gik. 

MYRTLE'S LITTLE AMY'S BIRTHDAY, and other 
Tales. Illustrated by Abaolon. Square, cloth gilt. 

YRTLE'S STORY BOOK OF COUNTRY SCENES, 

Illustrated by Abaolon. Square, cloth gilt. 

MYRTLE'S LITTLE FOUNDLING, and other Tales. 
With Plates by Abaolon, Square, clo£h. 

The above, with Plates Beautifully Coloured, and Gilt Edges, 3». 6d, 

*♦* These stories were invented, at diflferent times, for the amusement 
of a little girl six years old. The pleasure she took in them induced 
their collection into a aeries, and has led to their pablioation. 
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TWOPENCE EACH, 

ROUTLEDGE'S ILLUSTRATED CLOTH BOOKS, Oft 
INDESTRUCTIBLE BATTLEDORES. 

Vo. 1. Words of One Syllable. I No. 4. Words of Two or more SjUablet. 

„ S. M of Two or more do. I ,,5. Beading and Spelling. 
M S. „ of Two Syllables, coL | „ 6. Figures and Counting. 

Each of the above little books hare above 80 Woodcuts, and are pris^tdd 
on a patent^aper, with cloth inside, so that it is impossible foi 
Children to destroy them. 

In 18mo, with elegant Ornamental Covers. 
ONE SHILLING EACH. 

PICTURE STORY BOOKS, by Great Authors and Great 
Painters. With many Hundred Illustrations, and coloured Frontis- 
pieces. 



Life of Punchinello. 
Bean Flpwer and Pea Blossom. 
Adventures of Prince Hempseed. 
History of a Nutcracker, 2 Parts. 



Lady Bertha's Hooey Broth. 
Dame Michell and Her Cat. 
Geuiiis Goodfcllow, &c. 
Wind and the Bain. 



POETRY. 



A COMPLETE, WELL PRINTED, UNIFORM SERIES OF THE 
AMERICAN POETS, 

Royal 24mo, cloth extra, gilt edges, 2«.; or in morocco extra, &8. 

LOWELL'S (James Russem.) COMPLETE POEMS. 
With a Short Memoir. 

« His works, be they as widely read as they deserve, should be in every dwelling 
<iiiht\aii<li.**—Litermy World. 

" His celebrity is daily increasing. Mr. Lowell never writes without thought, or 
publishes fox the sake of praise or profit."— PA{2a<f«2pAta GasetU, 

LON^GFELLOW'S COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS. 
Including his Translations, " The Spanish Student," and his new 
poem, " The Sea-side and Fire-side." 

.'* Longfellow's Works are eminently picturesque, and are distin|;ulBhed for nicety 
Of epithei; and elaborate scholarly finish. He has fediog, a rich umigination, and t 
cultivated taste."— £. W. Grmoold, 

WHITTIER'S POETICAL WORkS. Reprinted from the 
Last American edition. 

" His productions are all distinguished for manly vigour of thought and laB« 
^e."— 22. W. Qriswold. 
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SIGOURNEY'S POETICAL WOKKS. With Introductory 
Prefece by F. W. N. Bayley, Esq. 

" Her writing have endeared her name to the loven of virtue and of song every- 
wl^re } as a writer of verse she has high moral aims ; and though tliis circumstaacey 
w^ ordinary talent, might entitle her to cousider^ttion, she can add the effectual 
claim of literary ^celleuce. The poetry is characterized hy ease, tenderness, a 
chastened fancy, and a deUcate susceptibility of whatever is beautiful in nature or 
clmrwing in isuth.'*'^ Chambers, 

WILLIS'S POETICAL WORKS. Reprinted from the 
Last Revised Americau edition, in which the Author has embodied 
Poems never before Published, 

** The poetry of Mr. Willises distinguished for exquisite finish and melody : Iiit- 
language is pure, vaiied, and rich ; his imagination brilii^t ; and his wit of the finest 
description."— i^. ^. Griswold. 

BRYANT'S COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS. With 
Life by Griswold, and Preface by P. W. N. Bayley, Esq. Royal 
24mo. 

HOLMES' POETICAL WORKS. With an Introductioa 
by ScoBLE. 

" Holmes is the Thomas Hood of America. His poetry is an Mneeasing flow tf 
hvmour and good nature*** 

Uniform with the above in Size, Price and Binding. 

CAMPBELL'S PLEASURES OF HOPE, Gertrude of 
'Wyoming, and Miscellaneous Poems; to -which are added, COL- 
LINS'S and GRAY'S POETICAL WORKS. 

" Had Gray written nothing but his Elegy, high as he stands, I am not sure that 
he would not stand higher— it is the comer-stone of his glory."— Zor<< Byron, 

The moit complete lUueirated edition Published, 

In 1 voL Fcap. 8vo, cloth gilt, Price Qe. Qd. ; or 7«. Bd, with gilt edges. 
Morocco extra gilt edges, 12s.; or Antique Morocco, beTelled edges, ISff. 

LONGFilLLOW'S POETICAL WORKS, beautifully lUus- 
trated with upwards of 34 Engravings, from designs hyJohn Gilbert; 
and Steel Plates, executed in the first style of art, from designs by 
Thomas. Printed on a superfine paper. 

" The greatest care has been taken, and no expense spared, in producing the most 
complete and best edition oi this most popular poet; it contains many pieces not 
contained in any other edition, and the illustrations are equal, if not superior, to ans 
work of the kind." 
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Bountd in cloih embeiaatically gilt, Q». Bd, ; or ^fith gilt ^dges, 7s> Bi»; 
Morocco, extra gilt edges, 12«.; antiqiie bevelled edges, &g., 

138. 

THE LIVERPOOL EDITION OF 

LONGFELLO'WS COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS, 
printed in Square 12mo. - With numerons Woodeuts, said 4 Steel 
I^stesbjTAoffMU. 

r 

Uniform with the Feap. 8vo edition of Longfellow's Poems* ' 
In 1 vol. Feap. 8to, cloth gilt, 4s. 6i. ; or 5«. with gilt edges ; 
or Moroeco extra, 89. ; or Antique Morocco, lOs. 6<2. 

KIRKE WHITE'S POETICAL WORKS ; to which are 
added his REMAINS, FRAOMENTS, «nd many pieces not 
usually included in previous editions of his works, with Life. By Ro- 
BEBT SouTHEY. With Hlustrations, by Birkei Foster* And Portrait of 
the Author, by W, Harvey. Beautifully printed on a superfine paper. 

In Royal 8vo, Price lOs. cloth gilt. 

POPE'S COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS ; including his 
Translations. Edited by H. P. Caht, M.A. With a Biographical 
Notice of the Author. — The only t»>n^lete 1 vol. edition. 

" Pope's works, however often perased, afford fresh delight, and may be eonsldeicd: 
AS one of the books best adapted to excite a lore of literature.*'-^ JSTarton. 

In 1 Ypl. Royal 24mo, Price S«. cloth, or 8«. 6^. gilt edges. 

HQMER'S ILIAD. Translated by Pope. A new edition, 
" printed in a superior manner, on superfine paper. With Illustra- 
tions. 

In 1 vol. Royal 24mo, Price Be, cloth, or 8*. 6rf. gilt edges. 

HOMER'S ODYSSEY. Translated by Popk. A new 
edition, printed in a superior manner, on superfine paper* With. 
Illustrations. 

NEW EDITION OF SHAKSPEARE'S WORKS. BY W. HAZLITT. 

In 4 vols. Feap. 8vo, cloth, emhlematically gilt, plain edges. Price 10». 
QHAKSPEARE'S DRAMATIC WORKS. A new edition, 
i5 with Notes and Life, printed in a new type, from the text of John- 
SOK, SaiEVENS, and Reed, and edited by W. Hazlitt. 

The same edition, bound in calf, marbled edges, Price 21s. 

" This editjon, now complete, has onr hearty approTal ; its cheapness is not to be 
excelled, and the bindingr, printing, and paper, are unexceptionabfe. In these days 
of reprints, ^is Shakspeare is behind no book yet offered to the pab)ic."->if«niw^ ' 



CHEAP EDITIONS OF STA^STDAKD KELIGTOUS WOBKS. 19 



In 1 ▼o}« Fcap. 8vo, cloth gilt, Price Si. Bd. 

SHAKSPEABE'S DOUBTFUL PLAYS AND POEMS. 
Printed uniform 'with his Dramatic Works, to which it forms a Sup- 
pieraental volume. 

"The Doubtful Flays of Shakspeare are printed uniform with Haditt*8 edition of 
ki» undoubted works, because the mere fact of their having been repeatedly piinted 
as bio productions, entitles them to popuhu* perpetuation, and beeaaae there iaa fair 
presumption that, in great or less proportion, several of them at least actually passed 
through his hands." 

THE BEST CHEAP ONE VOLUME EDITION. 
In 1 vol. Demy 8vo, cloth. 

SHAKSPEARK'S DRAMATIC WORKS, with life and 
Glossarial Notes. Printed in large type, and on superior paper. 
Johnson, Stevbks, and Beed's Text. With Steel Frontispiece, 7«. 
The SAME EDITION, cloth extra, gUt back and sides, 8s. 
» The SAME EDITION, half Morocco, marhled edges, lOs. 6d, 
The SAME EDITION, full Morocco, gilt edges, 15*. 



RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS. 

CHEAP EDITIONS OF RELIGIOUS STANDARD WORKS. 

In I vol. Price 4*. 6d. cloth lettered* 

CALMET'S BIBLICAL DICTIONARY, Abridged, Mo- 
. demized, and Re-edited, according to the Most R«cent Biblical Re- 
searches, by the Rev. T. A. Buckley, M.A. The volume contains upwards, 
of 700 pages, and is printed in a new, beautiful, and clear type. 

" The present work is not diwigned to compete with the many leamad and volu- 
minouB c^clopcediasjand other books of reference, aheady in drctdation, but simply 
to plaee in t!ie hands of the great mass of the people some sounder and more exten- 
sive information than the cheap biblical dictionaries hitherto published^jould fnrnisli. 
The advantaf^e of making an established book the ^undwonc of such a pablicati(ni, 
at the same time modernizing its whole character, is too obvious to need oiscustion.'* 

In 1 vol. Price 4». 6«^. cloth lettered. 

LIFE OF CHRIST, OUR GREAT EXEMPLAR. By 
Jeremy T\tlob, being the History of the Life and Death of Our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Revised and Edited, with a Life of the Author, 
by the Rev. T. A. Buckley, M.A. With a Portrait, 760 pages. 

" I am acQuainted with no work of Taylor's (I may say with no work of any other 
anthor) in which more practical wisdom may be fonnd, a greater knowledge of tiie 
human heart, and a more dexterous application, not only of the solemn truths of 
Christianity, but of even the least important circumstances related in the life of Our 
Saviour, in the development of sound principles of action, and to the correction and 
guidance of our daily conduct."— ^x/fa<r^,/rom Life hy Bishop Ether. 

* When the name of Jeremy Taylor is no longer remembered with xeverenee. 
genius will have become a mockery, and virtue an empty shade."— ffoipK/^ 
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In 2 vols. Post 8vo, Price 7«. cloth lettered. 

CHANNING'S (Dr.) LIFE AND CORRESPONDENCE. 
Edited by his Nephew, William Henbt Channing. A new edition, 
with a Portrait. 

•• His nephew has coiiipiled his bioirraphy with singular judgment. He has foU 
lowed the method of Lockhart in his Life of Scott. As far as possible, the niRativd 
is woven with letters and diaries ; the subject speaks for himself, and only cmQh 
intermediate observations of the editor are given as are necessary to form a omnected 
whole.** , , 

In 1 vol. cloth. Price 5». 

PICTORIAL LIFE OF OUR SAVIOUR. By Dr. Kitto. 
In one Handsome Volume, with 250 Illustrations. 
'* To meet the demand which is happily increasing for subjects connected with 
Saered History, this work of sterling value has been produced by one of our most 
learned students of Bible Literature. The ' Life of our Saviour * is drawn firom a 
close examination and comparison of the Four Gospels, and elucidated by an accurate 
and extensive knowledge, on the part of Dr. Kitto, of all those habits and customs of 
the East which are so necessary to be understood in order fully to comprehend the 
Scripture narrative. It is illustrated with a large number of beautiful eagravingg» 
oopied by our first artist? from the most celebrated productions of antiquity.** 

In 1 vol. Fcap. 8vo, fancy boards. Price 1». 6<?.;" cloth, 2«.; g3t 
edges, 2». &d. 

FAMILY PICTURES FROM THE filBLE. Edited by 
De. Cumming. And an Introduction. Illustrated with Erontia- 
piece and Vignette by Oeorge Measom. 

" This work is a gallery of portraits of Scripture Families— a studio full of groups 
and models— worthy of our study, because tney are casts from perfect originals ; 
where flaws and defects exist in any family, they are clearly marked for our avoid- 
ance ; where excellency and beauty are, these are presented clear and voluminous ; 
tmd, at the same time, the elements that compose and generate them are indicated 
with unmistakeable precision.**— iEr<rac//ro» Dr. Cumming's Preface. 

In 1 vol. Fcap. 8vo, fancy boards. Price Is. Qd. ; cloth lettered, 2». 

CHEEVER'S (Dr.) MEMORIALS OF THE LIFE AND 
TRIALS OF A YOUTHFUL CHRISTIAN in Pursuit of Health,"N 
lis developed in the Biography of Nathaniel Cheever. - 
The SAME EDITION, cloth extra, gill edges. Price 2*. Bd. 
"The subject of this memoir died at sea while in pursuit of health. There is a 
valuable account of a medical examination tft Cuba, but the book is mainly occupied 
with religions journals and experiences. The well-known names of the editors 
certify and distinguish its claims upon the community.**— Xf^wai^r World. 

In 1 vol. 8vo, cloth lettered. Price 5». 

KITTb'S (Dr.) BIBLE HISTORY OF THE HOLY 
LAND. Being an Account of the Physical Geography, Natural 
History, Arts and Antiquities, of the Holy Land. WitJi numerous • 
Illustrations. 

'* The object of this work is to furnish a trustworthy analysis of the interesting -■ 
results of Eastern travel. The facilities of mod«m communication have wonderfully 
increased out desire to learn more of these lands, which possess the deepest interest 
for all Christian readers.** 
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BARNES'S NOTES, BY DR. GUMMING. 

Now Ready, the Entire Series of Db. Gumming "s Complete and Accurate 
Edition of 

THE REV. ALBERT BARNES' NOTES (Explanatory 
and Practical) designed for the Heads of Families, Students, Bible 
Classes, and Sunday Schools. Edited; and carefully Revised by the Rev. 
John Gumming, D.D., Minister of the Scotch Church, Crown Court. 

** Mr. Barnes is one of the sonndest and most accomplished scholars and biblical 
commentators living, and his varions works have been received with the most 
corditd favonr wherever thev have been read. His volumes are a most valuable 
contribation to the biblical literature of the country." 

Now Ready, Completing the New Testament. In 1 vol. cloth lettered. 
Price 4ds. 6d, 

iOARNES' (Albert) NOTES ON THE BOOK OP REVE- 

X) LATIONS Map and Woodcuts, 512 pages, cloth extra. Uniform 

.In binding with the 10 vols, of the ; New Testament, and 5 vols. Old 

Testament ; or, 5 vols. New Testament, and 4 vols. Old Testament. 

Cumming's Edition mat bs has both in Single and Double Yoluhes* 

The Edition in SingU Volumes contains :~ 

B s. d. 

Ihe Notes on the New Testament, in 11 vols 18 

' — Book of Isaiah, in 8 vols, withoirt abridgment 7 6 

,_, Book of Job, in 3 vols 5 

'Thk Complete CouMERTAET, IN THIS Form 3 6 

Any of these Volumes are sold separately, as follows :— 

The Notes on the Gospels of Matthew and Mark, 1 vol , 3 6 

■ Luke and John. 1 vol^ 8 C| 

■ — Acts of the Apostles, 1 vol 3 6 

Romans, li^ol S 0- 

First Corinthians, 1 vol 3 

— — Second Corinthians and Galatians, 1 vol 3 : 

Ephesians, Philh'ppians, and Colossians 3 

■ Hiessalonians, Timothy, Titus, and Philemon, 1 vol 3 

—— Hebrews, 1 vol 3 0- 

■ . James, Peter, John, and Jude, 1 vol. ' ^. 8 6 

I Revelations 4 6 

The Edition in Double Volumes contains : — 

The Notes on the New Testament, in 6 vols 15 

I Book of Isaiah, in 8 vols , 7 6 

•■ Book of Job, in 1 vol 4 6 

%ta Complete Commrntaby, in this Fobm 1 17 

Any Volume may be had separately, as follows :^ 

.The Four Gospels, in 1 vol containing 900 pages ^ 4 

Acts and Romans, inlvoL „ 736 „ 4 

Coiinthians and Galatians, in 1vol. „ 786 , 4 

Ephesians to Philemon, in 1vol. „ 636 „ ....' 8 6 

iebrews and General Epistles, in 1vol. „ 788 „ 6 

tHB Revelations, in 1 vol. „ 613 , 4 6 

the Book of Isaiah, m 8 vols. „ 1330 „ lO 7 6 

TheBookofJob, inlvol. „ 788 „ 4 6 

**♦ In ordering the above it is particularly necessary to specify "Oum- 
. MiNo's Edition." Published by George Boutledge <^ Co., Farringdoa 
Street. 
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RE-ISSUE OF 

BARNES' NOTES ON THE NEW AND OLD TES- 
TAMENTS IN SrSPENN^ PARTS. 
Part I. to be pabliehed on tiie Ist of December, 1892. 
To be oompletad in 6d Sixpeai^ PaartB. 
« A Past pablisbed on the Isijuid 15th of each Month* 

In Fcap. 8vo, cloth lettered, Price Sfe. 

ELIJAH THE TISHBITE. Translated from the Gecman 
of Db. F. W. ICHtJMMACHER. A new edition, with Portrait of the 
Author. 

In Fcap. 8to, cloth lettered, Price 2»* 

HAWKER'S (De.) MORNING PORTION. The Poor 
Man's Morning Portion, being a Selection of a Verse of ScriptnriJ, 
with Short Observations for every Day in the Year. A new edition. j 

In Fcap. 8vo, cloth lettered, Price Ss. 

HAWKER'S (Db.) EVENING PORTION. The Poor 
Man's Evening Portion, being a Selection of a Verse of Scripture 
with Short Observations for every Day in the Year. A new edition. 

In Fcap. SvQ, cloth lettered, Price 3«. Qd. 

HAWKER'S (Db.) DAILY PORTION. Being the above 
two works bound together. 

In 1 vol. 12mo, cloth lettered. Price 3». 

ROMAINE'S life; WALK, AND TRIUMPH OJ' 
FAITH. A new edition, with the Life of the Author, 

In 1 voL F«ap. 8vo, cloth lettered, Price 2«. 

BOGATZSKY'S GOLDEN TREASURY FOR THE 
CHILDREN OF GOD ; Consisting of Devotional and Practieal 
Observations for every Day in the Year. A new edition, printed io 
Large Type. 

In 1 vol. cloth l€ttered,Fcap. 8vo, Price 2t. 

PNKS' PRAYERS, and Offices of Devotion for Famnies 
and for particular persons on most occagions. A new editKin. By 
the Rev. Chables Soteon. With a Preface by the Rev. Albert Barnes. 

In 1 vol. Price 2ff. cloth. 

DODDRIDGE'S RISE AND PROGRESS OT 
RELIGION IN THE SOUL. A new edition, just pubUahed. 
Printed in a Large Type on Good Paper. 

"la a body of practical divinity and Chriatiaiuexperience that has never been nit* 
'^^flsed by any work of the same nstiue."— Cleveland. 

' And first, as a nniverstd storehouse, I recommend ' Boddridge's Lectnres'" tt 
«ary in the conduct of theological pursuitB.*'--rSt#Aop ofDwtJum't Ch«r^, 
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In Fca|». 6vo, elo.tli, Price !&, Qd» 

HAWKER'S DYIIFG PILLOW MADE EASY FOR 
A DEATH-BED. J)dited by the Bev. B. Squxtb, Bector of St. 
Faith, liondon. 

TMb ctkrionBly'disooyered mairQscript is supposed to be by the author 
of the " Daily Portion," and abounds in simihur passages fiEnr-the instruction 
and religious comfort of the way-fEffing pilgrim to Zion. 

32mo EDITIONS. 
In 1 yol. new and elegant large type, 650 pages, cloth, Is. 

BUNYAN'S PILGEIM PROGRESS. The Three Parts, 
With Explanatory Notes by the Bev. J. Newton, Dr. Bradford, Dr. 
Hftwker, and others. 

Xhe SAME EDITION, cloth extra, gilt edges, and Steel Portrait, 

1*. erf. 

320 pages, cloth, new large type, Is. 
•QOGATZSKYS GOLDEN TREASURY FOR THE 
XJ CHILDBEN OF GOD. Beprinted from the best translated edition. 

The SAME EDITION, with Engraved Steel Frontispiece, 
giltedges, 3^. erf. 

Glotii, 856 pages. Is. 

WATTS' SCRIPTURE HISTOR'V, re^edited and com- 
' pared with the best editions. With Plan of the Tabernacle. 
*m* Elijah, Elisha, and others will shortly follow. 
In these editions due regard has been observed to give the largest type 
t2^at CQuld possibly be 'used,. and make the books much superior to any 
Others of the same size that have been previously published. 



In 3 vols. Svo, cloth lettered. Price 12«* 

FREE CHURCH PULPIT. Containing Sermons by the 
most noted Scotch Ministers, including Dr. Chalmers, Bev. Andrew 
Bonar, Dr. Candlish, Dr. Hamilton, Bonac, MacFarlane, Buchanan, Lo- 
rimer, Isley Bums, &c. &c. 

*'The above volumes contain sermons by above one hundred and twenty diflferent 
lainisters, and the editor feels assured that he has provided for future generationfl 
iJke means of forming an estimate of the qualities of these eminent men.*' 

In Post 8vo, cloth lettered. Price 5». 

STUART'S (Moses) CRITICAL HISTORY AND DE- 
FENCE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT CANON. With Intro- 
duction and Notes by the Bev. Sahuei. Davidson. 
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In cloth, extra, Price St. Qd. ; or in roan gilt 4fi. 

COBBIN'S DESCRIPTIVE TESTAMENT. Containing 
the Authorized Translation of the New Testament of our Lord i^d 
Saviour Jesus Christ. With Notes, explanatory of the rites, custom^, 
sects, phraseology, topographv, and geogiiiphy, referred to in this porCidn 
of the Sacred Pages, especially designed for Schools and FamilieB. By 
Ingbam Cobbik, M JL illustrated with numerous Engravings and iitipBi 

In Fcap. 8vo, cloth lettered. Price 2s. Qd. 

FOXE'S BOOK OP MARTYRS, from the Earliest Period 
of the Christian Church ; abridged from Milkeb's large Edition, 
forming a volume of 012 pages. With an Illustration. 

" A. tale of what Rome once hath seen,— of what Rome yet may see.*'— Jf«MKJ<i|r. 

*'In the abridgment of 'Foxz's Book ov Maetiks* now submitted to the 
public, ereiy fact really bearing on the subject has been retained ; bat the tedious 
repetition and lengthy hifltorical digressions have been omitted. Great care has also 
been taken to free the text from the many objectionable phrases and narratives to 
which the quaint style of the old work sometimes gave place. At the present tim« 
there is little occasion to advert to the thoroughly Protestant character of the woiic, 
or to the excessive cheapness of the present edition^ adapted to general diatxibntion." 

In royal 32mo, beautifully bound in colours and gold. Price 1». 

EELIGION AT HOME, being an Explanation of Im- 
portant Scripture Subjects. With Illustrations. New Edition. 



JUOM-'MiD UNIFORM EDITIONS OF JACOB ABBOTT'S WORK8«^ 

..^^ Edited bjf the JRwi. H. Blunt and Cunningham^ viz. : — 

In 18mo, cloth lettered, In. 6{Z« 

ABBOTT'S YOUNG CHRISTIAN. Edited and Bevisea 
• by the Rev. J. W. Cukninohui, M.A. 

In 18mo, cloth lettered, Is. Qd. 
pOENER STONE. Edited by the Rev. Hbm»t Blubt. 

In ISmo-, cloth lettered, 1«. 
T ITTLE PHILOSOPHER. For Schools and Families. 

In 18mo, cloth lettered, 1«. 
HILD AT HOME. With Frontispiece. 



C 
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In 18mo, cloth lettered, 1». 

AY TO DO GOOD. With Frontispiece* 
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' New and Improved Editions, 

WARD'S EDITIONS— The. 18mo demy. 

WATTS' PSALMS, HYMNS, AND SPIRITUAL 
SONGS. With Introductory Prefece, Index of Subjects, Table of 
Ihe first line of each Yerse, and Scripture Illustrated. Punted at press, 
in long primer, fine face, 703 pages. 

No. • ./ *. tL 

1 In black sheep, cut edges 3 tt 

2 toan, gmbossed 3 9 

3 roan, embosaed, gilt edges S ' 

4, calf, with plain hnes *..... 4 

Demy 32mo, thick or thin paper. 

5 ———— on stout paper, 610 pages black sheep 1 

6 — — roan, sprinkled edges 1 2 

7 ■ gilt edges 1 6 

8 black calf, with plain lines 3 8 

11 '& 13 1 ^ ^^ ^^® ^^^^ P^P^^'j *^°^^ prices. 

Demy 48mo, superfine thin hard paper, clear type. 

18 Watts's Psalms, Stc. in cloth, neat, 630 pp 8 

14 black sheep, cut edges 9 

15 roan 10 

16 ■ roan, gilt edges 1 

17 _-_ calf, very neat 1 6 

These editions, now pteaed by Messrs. Ward and Co. to our hands, are 
offered at a cheaper rate than those now generally on sale, notwithstanding 
the many more pages that their larger type takes up, a consideration of 
great value to the purchaser. Strong binding and first-rate paper has 
been used, and they are the best now in use. 

In 32mo, cloth lettered. Price 1«. 6<f. ; roan, embossed, 2». ; morocco 
Qa. Qd. ; morocco, elegant, 4». 

THE COMMUNICANT'S SPIRITUAL COMPANION 
FOR THE LORD'S SUPPER. By the Rev. T. Hatn-eis, L.L.D. 
vVith Meditations, Helps for Prayer, Commimion Service, and Preface, by 
ihe Rev. Hugh White. New Edition. 



THE REV. T. A. BUCKLEY'S WORKS ON TRIDENTINE HISTORY. 
In Post 8vo, cloth, extra, &. 

rHE DECREES AND CANONS OP THE COUNCIT 
OF TRENT ; with the Appendix of additional Statutes, containinjic 
. le Condemnation of the Doctrines of Wickliffe, Huss, Luther, and other 
<^arly Reformers. Now for the first time literally translated into English, 
. ith a brief introduction, by the Rev, T. A. BucKLEy, M.A., of Christ 
hurch, Oxford. 

" A very useful and timely publication.**— iTltf Guardian. 
"The version, which we have most carefully examined, is accurate.**— ITMldyan. 
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In 1 vol. 600 pp. Post 870. cloth lettered, 6«. 
XJniform tpUh the Decrees and Canorvf. 

THE CATECHISM OP THE COUNCIL OF TRENT. 
Part I. On Faith, and the Articles of the Belief.— Part II. On the 
Seven Sacraments. — ^Part III. On the Decalogue and Commandments. — 
Part IV. On Prayer, and more particnlariy the Lord's Prayer. — ^Transhtted 
into English, with Notes, by the Rev. T. A. Buckley, M.A., of Christ 
Chnrdi. 

"This is a valuable book, as being the dieapest complete edition of thiflfanom 
maaual, and far more accurate than the ordinair Boman Catholic version. The 
notes are clear and usefol, and the translation reaos very velL" — 2%e GttariUmn, 

Uniform with the Decreet^ and Canons, and Cathechism pf the 

Council of Trent, 

Post 8vQ, cloth lettered, 6«. 

HISTORY OF THE COUNCIL OF TRENT. Bj 
the Rev. T. A. Buckley. Compiled from a comparison of various 
writers. With a Chronological Summary. 

'* Will be found a very convenient and sufficient manual of this most important 
event in the Church's history. Mr. Buckley is clear in his style, and as impartial as 
can be reasonably expected in one who sees and feels the sad effects of the errors and 
schisms of Bomt.**— English Churchman. 

MISCELLANEOUS UTERATURE, 
In 1 vol. Fcap. 8vo, Price S«. cloth lettered. 

THE CATACOMBS OF ROME. By Charles MacPar- 
LA!iE. With numerous Illustrations. 
" Wiave attempted to put in a popular and attractive form a very solemn and in- 
teresting subject, closely connected with our reli^on and our church, and to con- 
dense in a few pages the most striking and important contents of many voluminous 
works."— JKr/r«c< from Preface. 

In 2 vols. 8vo, Price lO. cloth lettered. 

HALF HOURS WITH THE BEST AUTHORS ; with 
Biographical and Critical Notices. By Chables Knigbt. A new 
edition, Illustrated with Portraits. 

"In the above work is given a course of general reading taken from the best and 
the highest works in all hterature— gems h^m the rich treasury of instruction and 
amusement, which the master minds of the world, and especially of our own na,tioB, 
have heaped up for an exhaustless and imperishable store." 

In 2 vols. 8vo, doth lettered, 7». ; or the 2 vols, in 1, Qs. 6d. 

HALF-HOURS OF ENGLISH HISTORY. Selected and 
arranged by Charles Knight. Forming a Companion Series to 
the " Half Hours with the Best Authors." 

*' The articles are chiefly selected so as to afford a succession of graphic parts of 
English history, chronologically arranged, from l^e .consideration that the p<Hlions 
of history upon which general readers delight to dwell are those which tell some 
story whicli is complete in itself, or fuiuish some iilostration which has a separate as 
well as a general interest.*' 
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In 6 vols. KoyEtl 8vo, Price 219. doth lettered. 

PENNY MAQAZINE (New Series). The New Series of 
this Popular Work (the forerunner of the numerous Illustrated 
Publieations tiiiat haT3 appeared of late years) contains ahout 2,600 pages 
of letter-press, andtLpwacdfi of 1,100 Wood Engravings, executed in th» 
fixat style of. art. 

In 1 vol. Fcap. Price 9»- Qd, cloth lettered. 

LONGFELLOWS COMPLETE PROSE WORKS. Con- 
taining his Hyperion, Eavanagh, and Outre Mer. 

Uniform in Siie, Binding, and Price, with the AMEBIC AN POETS. 
In 1 vol. Boyal 24mo, cloth, gilt edges, Ss. 

T ONGFELLOW'S HYPERION AND KAVANAGH. 

In 1 vol. 

LONGFELLOW'S OUTRE MER; or, a Pilgrimage be- 
yond the Seas. - 

*** The popularity of Longfellow in England is all but universal. Of 
his Poems no less than 40,000 copies have been circulated within the 
last three years. , 

Demy 8vo, cloth extra, 6«. 

CURIOSITIES OF INDUSTRY. — THE APPLIED 
SCIENCES. By Geob»b Dodd, Author of " Days at the Factories," 

"The title ' Curiosities of Industry' will pretty clearly explaia itself. Many pro- 
cesses are curious without being novel, many are both norel and curious, li^y 
reveal to us the store of strange and valuable things which science presents to those 
who know how to apply it in aid of industry : many arise out of^the discovery of 
new materials, and many more bv new applications of old materials. Of all such 
are these 'Curiosities' composed.'' 



STANDARD USEFUL WORKS. 

32mo, gilt edges, roan lettered, 9d. 

JOHNSON'S DICTIONARY of the English Language, 
in^roved by the addition of many thousand words, the accentuatioa 
corrected according to the most approved mode of pronunciation. 
DUto' ditto cloth, Sixpence. 
Ditto ditto roan, sprinkled edges, Qd» 

This edition is very carefully printed, and strongly bound, and is 
recommended for general use. 
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T?ie best Standard English Dictionary, < 

In ^ vols. Boyal 8yo, 1,000 pages each vol. cloth extxa, Price 3^. 2«i 

half Morocco, cloth sides, 22. 10«> 1 

CRAIG'S UNIVERSAL ETYMOLOGICAL, TECHS 
LOGICAL, AND PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY OF XJ 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE, embracing all the terms used in Sciei^ 
Literature, and Art. 

The rapid strides made of late years in the axtir'and manufactures, 
well as in science, has occasioned the introduction into our language 
a vast number of new words, some of them of foreign extraction, otbi 
the invention of new theorists or scientific discoverers. This ertensi 
of our language has, to a certain degree, naade all the Standard I> 
tionaries extant imperfect. A new and edidrely complete work vi 
therefore considered a great desideratum, anl it has lately been co'j 
pleted, after seven years of hard and laboriou\mental exertion, und 
the superintendence of John Ckaig, Esq., F.gBi., and Geological Lc 
turer at the Glasgow University. 

From numerous literary critiques, the undermentioned are selected i 
giving a fair and impartial character to this important publication. 

** We have withheld our opinion of this work until its rapid progress has enabl 
us to give it our foU and perfect attention. We nbw unhesitatuigly pronounce it 
one of the best and most complete works' it has fallen to our duty to criticise £ 
many years." — GUugcw Citiun. 

" This Dictionary is the only one that gires the pronunciation and deriyation of ; 
words." J 

** The work before us fills up a decided desideratum in the English language. 1] 
would indeed be most unreasonable who did not own the debt oixe to the author j 
eiving us the singular information of the traveller, the deep learning of the dirij 
S^e curious play of the philologislk the succinct definitioas of the mathematician, \ 
technical terms of the manufacturer, the terminology of the naturalist, the new! 
formed instruments of the musician, the gentle science of the herald, and the abstru! 
information of the physiologist,"— Arw QMorterljf Beriew. 

For the convenience of many parties, an edition of the above is issue 
in l4. parts, published monthly. 

Fcap. 8vo, boards, 116 pages, Is. 

CLARKE'S (Benjamin) ESSAY ON THE SOURCI 
AND CONSTITUTION OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, wit: 
a Review of the Oiigin, Construction, and Progress, of Oral and Writtei 
Communications among the Ancients. 

18mo, roan embossed, ^. 

WALKER'S PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY, showing 
at one view the prthography,*^ Accentuation, Explanation, and 
Pronunciation of aU the purest and most approved terms in the English 
■^ ^'ififuage, according to the present practice of the most eminent Leadco- 
>rs and Philologists. New edition, carefully revised, augmented, aiK^ 

ditto cloth, sprinkled edges, new and cheap edition, L. 6^* I 
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